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TOO BAD HE TRIPPED 

There was a lot of hype surround- 
ing Ultimo Dragon’s WWE debut last 
June. He helped make the WCW 
cruiserweight division hot in the late- 
1990s until an arm injury sent the 
masked man into an early retirement. 
So when WWE announced he was 
coming in, a lot of people were excited. 

Boy, were we all disappointed. A 
lot of hoopla went into his first Amer- 
ican TV appearance in five years 
when he defeated Shannon Moore on 
Smackdown. But then what? He only 
received one or two televised champi- 
onship matches after that and was 
rarely seen on pay-per-views. Then 
after embarrassing himself by tripping 
on his way to the ring at Wrestle- 
Mania, Dragon took a leave of ab- 
sence from WWE. 

Is this the same guy that thrilled 
WCW fans in classic matches against 


Ultimo Dragon has been disappointing so far in his 
stint with WWE. Paul Williams, a big Dragon fan, 
blames both Ultimo and WWE. 
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Dean Malenko, Eddie Guerrero, 
and Juventud Guerrera? Is this 
the same man that once could 
boast nine major championships 
at the same time? | can’t say who 
is to blame for Dragon’s problems. 
Sure, WWE should have booked 
him in more high-profile matches. 
He had a proven track record. Still, 
Dragon failed to impress in the 
chances he was given. 
| am still a big Dragon fan. | 
hate to see this happen to him. So 
either step up your game, Ultimo, 
or move on so | can remember 
you the way | want to. 
PAUL WILLIAMS 
Pontiac, MI 


RANTIN’ AND 
RAVEN 
Everybody knows in NWA- 





TNA there is one guy who works WWE made a big mistake by not inducting Rick 


his way to the top, but 
always gets dumped on. 
Yes, | am talking about 
Raven. This man went to 
WCW and won tag team gold 
with goofy Perry Saturn. He 
beat smiling DDP for the U.S. 
championship. He even won 
the WCW light heavyweight 
championship as Scotty 
Flamingo. 

Raven's name will forever 
be remembered in ECW for 
his tag team title glory with 
Steven Richards, Mike Awe- 
some, and Tommy Dreamer. 
He was the ECW champ 
twice. WWE hardcore cham- 
pion 26 times! All of these 
accomplishments and noth- 
ing in TNA. Not one title reign. 
lf | were Raven, I'd attack 
Vince Russo. Russo doesn't 
care about Raven. So why 
should Raven let Russo be in 
charge? It’s about time the 


Steamboat into its Hall of Fame this year, ac- 
cording to reader Tommy Golden. 


question everyone hears gets 
answered: What about Raven’?! 

JOHN CORRIGAN 

Philadelphia, PA 


MISSING THE 
(STEAM)BOAT 

| was really excited to hear that 
WWE was going to recognize a num- 
ber of wrestling greats in this year’s 
Hall of Fame inductions. Greg Valen- 
tine, Tito Santana, Don Muraco, Big 
John Studd, Superstar Graham, Sot. 
Slaughter, Jesse Ventura, and Junk- 
yard Dog were legendary names to 
fans in the 1970s and ‘80s. | even 
appreciated the Harley Race induc- 
tion, particularly because he only 
wrestled in the WWF for a few years. 

| just can’t believe that on such a 
historic night, Ricky Steamboat was 
not included. | can understand why 
Vince McMahon is reluctant to bring 
back stars like Roddy Piper, Hulk 





had a chance to shine 
there as one of the com- 
pany’s top bad guys. And 
although he’s had some 
championship runs in 
WWE, | don’t think he ever 
made it to where he want- 

ed to be in the company. 
| guess what makes me 
sad is that Storm left with- 
out any fanfare. No, | don’t 
think he should receive a 
tribute show, but an ac- 
knowledgement of his ac- 
complishments would 
have been nice. Maybe 
one great title match 
against Chris Benoit 
before he retired would 
have been the most fitting 
tribute. It’s too bad, be- 
cause in the new “wres- 
tling-oriented” WWE, 

Storm could have shined. 
Good luck, Lance. It 

was great watching you! 
KEVIN ANDREAS 
Elberton, GA 


If anyone cares to debate which wrestler has the greatest 
mask, reader Jimmy Taylor chooses Shark Boy’s because SHARK MARK 


it’s so, um, intimidating. 


Hogan, and Bruno Sammartino. He 
doesn’t get along with them. But 
what's the problem with “The Drag- 
on’? Has there ever been a more lik- 
able competitor? No disrespect to 
Studd, Ventura, and JYD, but Steam- 
boat has won more championships 
(including the Intercontinental and 
NWA World titles) than all three of 
these men combined! Plus, Steam- 
boat gave fans some of the most 
memorable matches of the 1980s 
against Ric Flair and Randy Savage, 
matches that are still heralded as the 
greatest of all-time. 
| hope for the next induction, WWE 
honors this legend. He deserves it. 
TOMMY GOLDEN 
New York, NY 


CALMING STORM 

When Lance Storm recently an- 
nounced his retirement, | was sad. | 
always enjoyed watching Storm, par- 
ticularly in his days in WCW. He really 


My friends and | were 

having a debate about 

which wrestler had the greatest mask 

of all-time. My one friend says 

Psicosis; my other friend says Jushin 

“Thunder” Liger. | completely dis- 

agree. I’ve never been into the whole 

horn thing. If you’re going to have 

something protruding from your mask, 
it should be a fin! 

Shark Boy has the best mask, 
hands down! Those razor-sharp teeth, 
that intimidating fin—it’s no wonder 
why opponents quake in their boots 
when they see him come down the 
aisle. You can keep your Luchadores 
and Japanese stars—l’m sticking with 
the masked man from the depths of 
the sea. Shark Boy rules! 

JIMMY TAYLOR 
Odessa, DE 1] 
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what's happening? 





AY 2004 TURNED out to be the most important 
Vi month in the history of NWA-TNA. 
The monumental month started out well as 
A.J. Styles—the promotion’s most popular and potentially 
most marketable star—seemed to be gaining some seri- 
ous momentum as NWA champion, having beaten Jeff 
Jarrett for that title on April 21. 

Three weeks after Styles’ surprise win over Jarrett, 
another bombshell was dropped. After months of back- 
and-forth negotiations, TNA announced it landed a national 
cable contract with Fox Sports Net. This marks the first 
time since WCW Monday Nitro went off the air in March 
2001 that a wrestling promotion other than WWE has had 
a national cable presence (although it should be noted that 





A lot of big things happened in TNA in May, the most significant of 
which was the announcement that the company had gotten a national 
cable deal with Fox Sports Net. A new heavyweight champion was 
also crowned in May: Ron “The Truth” Killings. 
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By Dan Murph 


TNA is paying for the time). The one-hour show, named 
Impact, is being taped on Thursday nights at Universal 
Studios in Orlando, Florida, which also hosted syndicated 
WCW tapings in the late-1990s. 

“The national telecast of /mpact on Fox Sports Net 
marks a milestone for TNA Entertainment and the wres- 
tling industry,” said TNA Entertainment President Dixie 
Carter. “As we celebrate our second anniversary in June, 
we are excited this opportunity with Fox Sports Net and 
Universal Studios Orlando will expose a wider range of 
viewers to our distinctive brand of professional wrestling.” 

Fox Sports Net reaches more than 80 million homes 
through its regional sports channels. However, /mpact has 
been given a less-than-ideal time slot, as it was to begin 
airing at 3 p.m. Friday (Eastern time) on June 4. It re- 


» | mains to be seen if Impact will feature pay-per-view- 


quality matches, or if it will build on the model of TNA’s 
syndicated wrapup show, Xplosion, which offers some 
original matches but is mainly used to build interest in 
the following week’s PPV. 

It also remains to be seen if whether diehard TNA 
fans who have supported the weekly PPVs will continue 
to pay $9.95 per week if they are able to see TNA's top 
stars in action for free on /mpact. TNA people are obvi- 
ously banking on that loyal audience remaining loyal ... 
and a lot of new fans liking what they see on /mpact 
enough to start buying the Wednesday nights PPVs. 

Shortly after the deal with Fox Sports was an- 
nounced, TNA crowned a new NWA champion when 
Ron Killings defeated Styles, Raven, and Chris Har- 
ris in a “four-way deadly draw” match. Killings took 
advantage of interference from Jarrett, who clocked 
Styles with a guitar, leaving the champ ripe for Killings’ 
scissor kick. Predictably, Killings was jubilant over re- 
gaining the title. 

“What more could TNA want? They've got the top 
wrestler in the business representing them as they get a 
national deal,” Killings said. “It's about time | get my face 
on the cover of TV Guide.” 

In one final bit of TNA news, Director of Authority 
Vince Russo has announced plans to enroll in a semi- 
nary school so he can become a pastor. We'll believe it 
when we see it, but stranger things have happened. 
Just not many. 

In WWE news, remember Kane’s one-day reign as 
World champion in June 1998? Well, he is still haunted 
by that embarrassingly short run with the gold. Despite 
countless opportunities against Undertaker, Steve 
Austin, Triple-H, and other champions, he was never 


able to win that title back, and he has 
yet to win the Raw title. Since being 
named top contender to Chris Ben- 
oit’s title, he is determined to make 
the most of this opportunity. 

“Compared to me, Benoit is noth- 
ing but a cruiserweignht,” Kane told us. 
“When I’m through with him, he’s go- 
ing to wish he never came back from 
that broken neck. What | have 
planned for him is much, much 
_ worse.” 

Val Venis has reportedly asked 
WWE for permission to work some 
dates for Puerto Rico’s IWA promo- 
tion. Venis got his first big break in 
Mexico and Puerto Rico as the 
masked Steele and has been anxious 
to get back to his roots. It’s not like 
he’s been getting any important 
matches in WWE lately. 

“Diamond” Dallas Page an- 
nounced he was planning a come- 
back because the action at Wrestle- 
Mania XX had deeply inspired him. 
He’s convinced his neck Is in good 
enough shape for him to at least take 
some independent dates, but | can’t 
see where WWE would have much 
interest. It couldn’t find much use for 
him after the demise of WCW, and he 
was younger and healthier then. 

Several locker room sources con- 
firmed that Smackdown’s cruiser- 
weight contenders are irate with some 
of the recent matchmaking. Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. not only defended the 
title against Jacquelyn—a diva who 
hadn't even seriously contended for 
the women’s title in two years—but he 
lost the match. After regaining the belt 
at Judgment Day, Chavo faced Spike 
Dudley and his own father, Chavo 
Guerrero Sr., in a triple threat match 
at the Smackdown taping two days 
later. Thanks to a strange finishing 
sequence, Chavo Classic walked 
away with the title. 

“Take a look at the world-class 
cruiserweights we have,” said one 
irate Smackdown wrestler. “Rey 
Misterio Jr., Shannon Moore, Billy 
Kidman, Akio, Nunzio, Paul Lon- 
don. And the promoters have Chavo 
wrestling women and senior citizens? 
This is an absolute joke.” 

Japanese fans looking forward to 

(Continued on page 77) 


Chris Benoit rose to the top of Kane's 
TES} ae) mo] =1e) 0) (- mn Comm (1a ce]ar4—m tal l-me-] el alalep 
“The Big Red Machine” is determined 
to make everyone forget his one-day 
reign as WWF World champion in 1998. 
He might do so if he can capture 
Benoit's Raw title. 





Umm... Maybe 
Randy Orton has held 
that title just a little 
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of one of wresiling’s greatest stars, “Gorgeous” George 

Wagner. George was a flamboyant character, one of 
the first real personalities of the television era. He came to 
the ring garbed in outlandish robes with his bleached blond 
hair done up in wild designs. His valets would perfume the 
ring as he walked around it and clean off his robes with lit- 
tle brushes. 

And the fans absolutely hated him. 

It's not hard to figure out why. He certainly had a bit of 
an attitude problem, frequently expressing his disdain for 
fans. But it wasn’t what George aid that made him hated— 
it was what he was. 

Although no one would ever mention it in the conserva- 
tive 1950s, there was no question that George was being 
portrayed as a homosexual. Whether he really was or not 
was irrelevant—people hated him because of it. 

And that was wrong. 

Today’s answer to the Gorgeous one is Smackdown's 
flashiest superstar, Rico. Rico 
has a lot of skills. He is well- 
schooled in the martial arts, 
possesses a tremendous phy- 
sique, and has solid mat wres- 
tling technique. But that’s not 
what people think about when 
they see Rico. His bizarre 
moves in the ring—moves that 
include grinding with his oppo- 
nents, touching and swatting his 
male foes’ posteriors, or flat out 
forcing kisses on them—are his 
calling cards. 

Same type of character, dif- 
ferent crowd reaction. Fans now 
love Rico, but their reasons for 
doing so are just as wrong. 

Rico is being made fun of, 
whether he realizes it or not. 
Yes, the people of the 21st cen- 
tury are a little bit more accept- 
ing of differences, but prejudice 
still exists. And unfortunately, 
much prejudice is still heaped 
upon the homosexual popula- 
tion of the world. It may not 
seem like much, just a little joke 
here and there, a playful flip of 
the wrist or a quip told with a 


I. THE 1950s, fans flocked to arenas to catch a glimpse 
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With Jason Langin 


lisp. But these little jokes can do a lot of damage by send- 
ing a negative message to those who hear them, particu- 
larly young people. 

Entertainers are as much to blame for creating and per- 
petuating this negative stereotype as anyone. Comedians 
have been targeting homosexuals for years, as have 
Hollywood moviemakers. Wrestling belongs right up there 
with the top offenders. 

In the modern era, fans have been exposed to wrestlers 
like “Exotic” Adrian Street, “Adorable” Adrian Adonis, and, 
until recently, Goldust. | can remember very vividly how 
audiences would start offensive chants as these men 
pranced about the ring. This wasn't like chanting, “You 
suck!” at Kurt Angle, or “Nugget!” at Owen Hart. This was 
malicious, and even in the bizarre world of professional 
wrestling, this should have had no place. Would fans in the 
‘80s and '90s have sat back and laughed while chanting a 
certain word at African-American villains? Of course not, 
but because the targets of the fans’ disdain were homosex- 





It seems innocent enough to cheer and even laugh at the flamboyant Rico as he and Miss 
Jackie make their way to the ring. Jason Langin insists that it is anything but. 


Many compare the Eugene character to George “The Animal” Steele and 
point out that no one was offended by Steele in his fan friendly form. 





demonstration of ignorance. 

In the same vein, but for a different reason, Nick 
“Eugene” Dinsmore has become a popular figure on 
Raw. Make all the arguments you want for this “spe- 
cial” character, but the bottom line is that he is sup- 
posed to be a mentally challenged person. 

People may argue that WWE Hall of Famer 
George “The Animal” Steele was loved for similar 
reasons. That was not really the case. Steele be- 
came a fan favorite after a tag team match on the 
first Saturday Night’s Main Event when partners 
Nikolai Volkoff and The Iron Sheik turned against 
him. Since no fans were backing these Cold War 
enemies, “The Animal” became an instant hero. His 
subsequent alliances with the beloved Capt. Lou 
Albano and Ricky Steamboat, coupled with his infat- 
uation for Elizabeth, made him immensely popular. 

But Steele was not a regular person—he was an 
“animal.” Prior to his good guy run that lasted until his 
retirement, Steele was one of the sickest villains ever 
seen in a ring. Much like fellow “maniacs” Abdullah 
the Butcher, Kamala, and The Missing Link, Steele 
was hated because of his violent actions. These men 
were booed because they were crazy, inhumane, 
and sadistic. 

That makes sense to me. 

Eugene is none of the above. He doesn’t at- 
tack people with forks. He doesn’t eat turnbuck- 
les. He doesn’t ram his own head into things. He 
is an average, everyday person. It would be bet- 
ter if he wasn't. 

Sure, it is great to see William Regal and oth- 
ers who target or laugh at Eugene get their 
comeuppance, but cheering for Eugene is a mis- 


Langin doesn’t buy that and argues that Eugene won't improve the gener- take. Mentally challenged people have a tough 


al perception of the mentally challenged. 


uals, not many people seemed to mind much. 

These types of characters had all but disappeared until 
recently, when two duos (Lenny Lane/Lodi and Billy 
Gunn/Chuck Palumbo) demonstrated their ambiguously 
gay tendencies. Fans laughed at their backstage antics, 
which included stretching routines and shower scenes. 
Billy and Chuck even took their act as far as scheduling a 
“commitment ceremony” on Smackdown. |t was one of the 
highest-rated episodes of 2002, even though the ceremony 
was ultimately broken up by Eric Bischoff and Three 
Minute Warning just as Billy and Chuck admitted their 
“relationship” was a ruse. After that, it didn’t take long for 
Gunn to find his interest in women again, or for Palumbo to 
discover his tough guy Italian roots. 

Now we have Rico. No, the fans are not chanting “fag- 
got” as he comes to the ring. Instead, they are cheering, 
quickly turning Rico into one of Smackdown’s most popular 
stars. Unfortunately, these cheers are accompanied by 
laughs and this makes the fan reaction unacceptable. Fan 
laughter sends the negative message that homosexual 
people should be the subjects of ridicule, just another 


road in this life. Publicly, society does what it can 

to carve a niche for these people, as it should. 
Privately, society too often makes mentally challenged 
people the subject of ridicule. So when an arena full of 
fans is laughing at Eugene, they are making this private 
ridicule incredibly public. 

In the 1998 TV miniseries Merlin, the legendary wiz- 
ard defeated his nemesis, Queen Mab, by simply ignor- 
ing her. By doing so, he told the wicked witch that she 
was not important enough to care about. She faded 
away into obscurity. 

| wish fans would take a similar approach to Rico and 
Eugene. Both men have worked hard to earn a spot in the 
world’s biggest wrestling company and are simply playing 
the roles they were given. But it is the fans that dictate 
what takes place in the wrestling world. So instead of 
cheering these men, boo them or simply don't react at all. 
Maybe they, like Queen Mab, will also fade away ... and 
perhaps return in more acceptable forms. Maybe this 
would send a message to WWE and to other fans. 

Prejudice, in any form, is never okay. 

[Editor’s note: Will Welsh will return in the next issue of 
THE WRESTLER, cover-dated January 2005.] = 
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middle of a gunfight, Steve 

Williams is the one man I'd 
like to have by my side. He is indom- 
itable.” 

That's what Stan Abel, then the 
wrestling coach at Oklahoma Univer- 
sity, said nearly 20 years ago about 
Steve Williams, in comments pub- 
lished in the Winter 1985 issue of 
Wrestling 85 magazine. Williams 
gained fame as a standout in wres- 
tling and football at Oklahoma, and it 
was Abel who called his old high 
school buddy Bill Watts in 1980 to tell 
him about the toughest man on cam- 


¢ 6 [: | WAS in a foxhole in the 


Some might try to argue that 
Steve Williams is every bit as 
tough now as he was when he 
won the UWF heavyweight title in 
1987. In some ways, maybe, but 
now that he has throat cancer, 
Harry Burkett suggests that he re- 
evaluate his career and life. 
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pus. “Steve has it all,” said Abel in 
1985. “Amazing strength. Incredible 
stamina and quickness for a man of 
his size. He’s as close to indestruc- 
tible as a human can be.” 

Ask anyone about Williams’ tough- 
ness. The people who know Williams 
best—whether it’s Bill Watts, Jim 
Ross, Ted DiBiase, or any of his Jap- 
anese opponents—will all say the 
same thing: “Dr. Death” is one of the 
toughest men on the planet. 

That has changed. Williams has 
been diagnosed with throat cancer. 
The former UWF champion, never 
one to complain about his problems, 





By Harry Burkett 


had kept it secret for several weeks. In 
fact, he went ahead with a shootfight 
against Alexey Ignashov on March 14 
in Niigata, Japan. Ignashov trounced 
Williams in a mere 22 seconds. 

Obviously, cancer patients don't win 
many shootfights. But there is a lot 
more at play here. Williams is 44 years 
old. It’s hard enough for pro wrestlers 
to sustain a living and remain healthy 
at that age, let alone shootfighters. 
Growing up, Williams and his two 
brothers weighed more than 200 
pounds by age 14. Steve’s father, 
Jerry Williams, encouraged com- 
petition, especially football, among the 
boys, and that mindset—competing 
and winning—is all “Dr. Death” has 
known all of his life. Like many ath- 
letes, Williams has forced himself to 
continue performing feats that have 
become increasingly hard for him. Age 
and injuries always take their toll. 

Even Williams’ biggest supporters 
have seen the chinks over the years. 
There have been the arrests for drug 
possession. And, while he has en- 
joyed a lucrative career in Japan over 
the past decade, it’s highly question- 
able whether he could withstand the 
nightly rigors of WWE, for example. 
Remember when Bart Gunn knocked 
him out in a “Brawl For All” match in 
1998? That was a warning sign. 

Williams is not invincible. All he 
needs to do is look at the example of 
Hercules Hernandez, who died of an 
apparent heart attack on March 6. In 
the mid-1980s, the “mighty” Her- 
cules was the picture of health, with 
a small waist and incredible traps. 
But, like all WWF wrestlers in the 
1980s, he got trapped in an impossi- 
ble schedule, traveling from one city 
to another every night while sacrific- 
ing his body with injuries that were 
never allowed to heal. 

And what was the reward? Al- 
though Hernandez was lucky enough 


to have a loving family, his body 
deflated in the 1990s and he wasn't 
able to break into the business again, 
not even when WCW was hiring virtu- 
ally every former WWF star who was 
available. Isn’t Williams in the same 
quandary right now? He has sacri- 
ficed his body for more than 20 years, 
perhaps not in the same way as 
Hernandez, but his situation has 
reached the critical stage. 

Yes, some of us still remember the 
“Dr. Death,” who, in a match against 
Brad Armstrong in 1985, took a wick- 
ed elbow to his right eye socket, 
bounced out of the ring, and glanced 
the same eye on the sharp corner of a 
ring barrier. The eye was split open in 
four places, and required 108 stitches. 
Not only did Williams go on to pin 
Armstrong three minutes later, but he 
also teamed with Ted DiBiase against 
The Fantastics later that night! Be- 
tween his days at OU and his early 
years in the Mid-South as a wrestler, 
stories about Williams’ toughness 
took on mythical proportions. 





Like Williams, Hercules Hernandez (pictured against The Ultimate Warrior) was a big star in 
the 1980s. And he was plenty tough, too. Hernandez died earlier this year at the age of 47. 


Two decades later, Williams is still 
trying to live up to that legend. Orig- 
inally scheduled to have his voice box 
removed on April 6, Williams got a 
second opinion and opted to receive 
chemotherapy and radiation treat- 
ments at M.D. Anderson Hospital in 
Houston. Incredibly, Williams stated 
that he planned a return to either 
wrestling or shootfighting by July! 

| know this sounds like I’m being 
critical of Williams. And it’s a heck of a 
time to criticize him, especially when 
he has cancer, right? Let me be clear: 
| have been amazed by this guy’s ath- 
leticism and resilience for two dec- 
ades. | agree with Coach Abel, too. If | 
found myself in a foxhole right now, 
I'd rather have a 44-year-old, cancer- 
stricken Steve Williams with me than 
just about anyone else. 

Mentally, Williams is still a warrior. 
Physically, he’s an ailing man. Coach 
Abel might have been right. Maybe 
Williams did seem indestructible in 
1985. Now “Dr. Death” must realize 
that he is not. LJ 
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presented the most beautiful women 
in wrestling history. Now we're back 
with the most beautiful women in the 
sport today. Some you're very familiar 
with; others you’re probably seeing 
for the first time. But believe us, you'll 
never forget them! 
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thumbs up 














Thumbs Up to A.J. Styles. Imagine this: You’re a runner. You’re relaxing with 
friends when the track coach says he needs you to run the next race. Forget about warm- 
ing up—you have to face the best competition there is now. That might give you an idea 
of how Styles felt when, at the last minute, TNA Director of Authority Vince Russo 
inserted him into an NWA title match against Jeff Jarrett on April 21. Styles had little 

time to prepare for a steel cage showdown, but he made the most of his opportunity. 
Styles became a two-time NWA champ because he didn’t 
panic in the face of a daunting challenge. 














Thumbs Up to Edge. A spinal injury can drastically change a wrestler’s career. If 
you recover from spinal fusion surgery, you’re all too aware that any blow to the neck 
could result in a career-ending injury. How can you compete when one move might 
stand between you and disaster? Edge certainly hasn’t shown any weaknesses since 
making his return. He took Intercontinental champ Randy Orton to the limit on Raw in 
May and has already won the Raw tag team title with Chris Benoit. It shouldn’t be long 

before he gets a shot at the Raw title. Not too shabby for a guy 
whom some experts said should call it a career. 


















Thumbs Up to Chris Jericho. We’ve been harsh on Y2J in the past, but it looks 
like he’s matured as a WWE superstar. On the May 10 Raw, Jericho beat Christian 
in a steel] cage match, seemingly closing the door on their long feud. It was yet 
another win for Jericho against his arch-nemesis. Jericho has managed to get over 
the heartbreak of Trish Stratus’ betrayal and to refocus on his aspirations inside the 

ring. Despite her beauty and guile, Stratus has been unable to rattle Y2J, who is in a 
league above both Christian and Stratus. Don’t be surprised if he, like Edge, makes a 
strong run at the Raw title soon! 











Thumbs Up to Christopher Daniels. Team NWA hasn't had much luck in Americas 
X Cup action. It was about time it recruited some fresh blood. Daniels usually isn’t 
much of a team player, but he did right by the NWA by stepping up and relishing the 
challenge. Daniels provides a fine blend of aerial proficiency and mat grappling exper- 
tise and is well-schooled in international styles (he regularly competes in Japan). He 
should be a valuable asset to a team that has struggled against international competi- 
tion. Daniels didn’t have to join Team NWA, but he set his personal goals aside to repre- 
sent the NWA, and that’s admirable. 
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correspondents reports 





St. Paul, MN: Ring of Honor 
Correspondent: Wayne McCarty 

Ring of Honor champ Samoa Joe got a huge ovation 
from ROH fans in St. Paul as he came out for the main 
event of the first show in Minnesota in company history. 
But he knew there would be no time for him to soak up 
those cheers. He had to focus on his challenger for the 
night, Homicide. As the man’s name suggests, he is 
very dangerous. 


Homicide must not have been too thrilled with ROH champ 
Samoa Joe's efforts to rearrange his face during the main event 
of a card in Minnesota. Minutes later, he tried to change Joe’s 
appearance with a fireball. 
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The match was every bit as stiff as ROH observers 
expected it would be, and Joe got the best of Homicide in 
the early going. Homicide did, however, nearly put away 
Joe with a brutal piledriver. Still, the champion kept coming 
at Homicide, which seemed to frustrate the challenger. On 
several occasions, he picked up a chair and tossed it 
around the ring. Referee Paul Turner even became an in- 
advertent target of Homicide when Homicide accidentally 
hit him in the face and bloodied his nose. But Turner brave- 
ly kept on officiating. 

In the end, it looked like a new champ was going to be 
crowned, and even the timekeeper thought Homicide got 
Joe’s shoulders down for a count of three, so he rang the 
bell. But Turner ruled it was only a two-count, enraging the 
challenger. After Homicide knocked down Turner, the 
arena lights went out. When they came back on, Homicide 
hit Joe with a fireball. The match was declared a no-con- 
test, but the action wasn’t over. Soon, C.M. Punk and Colt 
Cabana came out, but they were attacked by the Briscoes, 
with Mark Briscoe nailing both men with a shooting star 
press. Cabana then hit an Asai moonsault on the Briscoes. 

Dunn and Marcos also came out and brawled with The 
Carnage Crew. It wasn’t until after DeVito moonsaulted 
both Dunn and Marcos, and Jack Evans came out to exe- 
cute a spectacular dive onto a bunch of ROH wrestlers that 
some order was restored. 

In other bouts: Matt Stryker defeated Nigel McGuinness 
... H.C. Loc & DeVito beat Dunn & Marcos ... John Wal- 
ters defeated Justin Credible ... Alex Shelley won a six- 
way match over Jimmy Rave, Jack Evans, Masada, Jimmy 
Jacobs, and Danny Daniels ... B.J. Whitmer beat Colt 
Cabana (Rick Steamboat was supposed to be the guest 
referee, but he was injured in an earlier attack by C.M. 
Punk) ... Matt Sydal beat Delirious ... Tag team champs 
Jay & Mark Briscoe defeated The Havana Pit Bulls ... 
“American Dragon” Bryan Danielson defeated C.M. Punk 
(Rick Steamboat was the guest referee). 


Los Angeles, CA: WWE Judgment Day 


Correspondent: Grant Curran 


Eddie Guerrero started out as the aggressor in his bout 


with John Bradshaw Layfield at Judgment Day. He was 
determined to make Layfield pay for causing his mother to 
have a heart attack a few weeks earlier. 

Guerrero knocked Layfield to the arena floor early on 
and tossed him into the ring steps, a ringpost, and the 
Spanish announcers’ table before choking him mercilessly 
with a camera cable. He dominated until Layfield reversed 


an Irish whip and tossed him 
into the ring steps. From there, 
the match went back and forth 
for a while until Layfield 
reversed an attempted pescado 
into a fallaway slam. Layfield 
then dominated for several min- 
utes. Later, after kneeing his 
way out of Guerrero’s attempt- 
ed triple-vertical suplex, Layfield 
went for a clothesline from hell. 
Eddie ducked. He tried a power 
bomb as well, but Guerrero 
punched his way out of that. 
Eddie couldn’t duck a chair 
shot a few minutes later, how- 
ever, and ended up a bloody 
mess as a result. It looked a 
like a power bomb would finish 
Guerrero, but he kicked out of a 
pinfall attempt just in time. Still 
bleeding profusely, Guerrero 
made a comeback, eventually § 
reversing another fallaway slam 
attempt into a swinging DDT 
and following it up with a frog 
splash. But Layfield rolled out of 
the way of Guerrero’s finisher 


While the referee was getting 
rid of that, Layfield brought Eddie’s Smackdown belt into 
the ring. But Guerrero kicked Layfield in the stomach 
before he could strike, grabbed the belt, and clocked him. 
The referee turned around and saw this and disqualified 
the champion. 

In other bouts: Rey Misterio Jr. & Rob Van Dam beat 
Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley ... Torrie Wilson pinned 
Dawn Marie ... Mordecai pinned Scotty Too Hotty ... 
Smackdown tag team champions Charlie Haas & Rico 
defeated Billy Gunn & Hardcore Holly ... Chavo Guerrero 
Jr. pinned cruiserweight champion Jacquelyn to regain the 
title ... U.S. champion John Cena pinned Rene Dupree 
... The Undertaker pinned Booker T. 


Latrobe, PA: Far North Wrestling 
Correspondent: Timothy A. Walker 


One of the main events of this Far North Wrestling card 


pitted Pittsburgh wrestling legend Larry Zbyszko against 
6’3”, 275-pound Dean Jablonski. Zbyszko, a former 
WWWE tag team champion, had the hometown advan- 
tage in this match, as the fans were solidly behind the 
1969 graduate of nearby North Allegheny High School. 
Jablonski was hesitant to lock up with Zbyszko. When he 
did, Zbyszko was able to tie him up in the ropes. Frustrated, 
Jablonski complained to the referee. When they locked up 
again, Jablonski used his size and strength advantage to 
catch Zbyszko in a tight headlock. Zbyszko struggled to 





: ’ A simple back bodydrop turned out to be one of the turning 
escaped to the outside, and points in a match between Larry Zbyszko and Dean Jablonski 
tossed a chair into the ring. in Western Pennsylvania. Zbyszko taught big Jablonski some 
wrestling lessons on the way to an impressive win. 


7 work his way free, and when 
he did, he taught Jablonski a 
wrestling lesson. Zbyszko 
grabbed his arm and began 
applying pressure. Jablonski 
| couldn't free himself from “The 
| Living Legend's” grip. Zbyszko 
| then took Jablonski to the mat 
| and applied a tight hammer- 
lock on his left arm. The for- 
| mer AWA World champion 
_| looked like he was in control of 
the match when he rolled up 
Jablonski in a pinning position 
on the mat, but Jablonski pow- 
ered out before the referee 
could count three. 

Jablonski was determined 
not to let his 52-year-old op- 
ponent embarrass him, and 
he worked over Larry’s left 
arm with arm wringers. He 
then caught Zbyszko in a front 
headlock, and Zbyszko 
dropped to one knee. Jablon- 
ski used his strength and 
| superior leverage to wear 
“The Legend” down. With 
Larry on the mat, Jablonski 
cranked his headlock on 
tighter. It looked like Jablonski 
was trying to rip Zbyszko’s head right off his shoulders. 
With fans yelling their support, Zbyszko refused to quit. He 
worked his way back to his feet and backed Jablonski into 
the turnbuckle. When Jablonski broke the hold, Zbyszko 
landed a series of hard blows to his midsection. 

Jablonski came back and landed some heavy blows of 
his own, but Zbyszko turned the match in his favor when 
he surprised Jablonski with a big back bodydrop. Still, 
Jablonski turned the match around again by using strength 
and some well-timed rulebreaking to further wear down 
Zbyszko. Zbyszko, as resourceful as ever, rolled up 
Jablonski and put the big man’s shoulders to the mat for 
the count of three. 

In other bouts: Jigsaw pinned Dr. Feelgood ... 
Cruiserweight champion Phoenix beat Joey Knight ... 
Mike Quackenbush won over Kevin Grace, Dennis 
Gregory, and Jimmy Vegas in a four-way match for the 
vacant freeweight title ... Lord Zoltan pinned Joe 
Integra ... Hallowicked & The Wild Cards defeated 
Mike Quackenbush, Jolly Roger, & Gran Akuma ... 
Heavyweight champion T. Rantula beat Dirk Ciglar in a 
table match. a 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, 


Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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point: 


THE DAY OF THE SUPER HEAVYWEIGHT IS OVER 


By Liz Hunter 


EN YEARS AGO, Chris Benoit 

} and Eddie Guerrero had little 

or no chance of holding any 
world title—least of all the WWF 
World heavyweight championship. 
They had the talent. They had the 
charisma—maybe not in buckets like 
Steve Austin or The Rock, but they 
had enough. What Benoit and Guer- 
rero lacked was the size—the sheer 
physical stature—to earn a WWF 
World title reign. 

So what has changed 
in the past 10 years? Ben- 
oit and Guerrero haven't. 
Not much anyway. And 
neither has Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s penchant for 
pushing the most massive 
of superstars. Sure, Ben- 
oit and Eddie are sporting 
more mature physiques 
and slightly higher hair- 
lines. But it’s not as if 
they've suddenly gained a 
few feet. It’s the fans who 
have changed. 

Gone are the days 
when fans flocked in jaw- 
dropping awe just to 
watch behemoths such as 
Vader, Hulk Hogan, and 
Sid Vicious trade sledge- 
hammer blows in the cen- 
ter of the ring. Skill, inten- 
sity, and acumen have re- 
placed size and power. 
Clotheslines, legdrops, 
and bodyslams alone 
don’t cut it in the era of 


huracanranas and shoot- Chris Benoit has been a strong champion for Raw since Wrestle- 
Mania and looks more credible with each convincing win over 
Triple-H, writes Liz Hunter. Size alone, she argues, isn’t enough to 


ing star presses. 


who can captivate an audience with 
body mass alone. That’s one reason 
nobody shed a tear when Nathan 
Jones decided to leave WWE so un- 
expectedly. Even popular wrestlers 
such as Kane and Undertaker have 
their characters, not their sheer mass, 
to thank for their success. 

And when you consider the ena- 
less parade of behemoths who’ve 
gone through WWE in the past few 
years without putting a dent in the 
upper echelon—Mark Henry, Jones, 
A-Train—you can’t help but pro- 





Rare are the wrestlers make a wrestling star in 2004. 
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nounce the era of the super heavy- 
weight in professional wrestling dead. 

Also dead is the notion that a 
wrestler under, say, 6’3”, 260 pounds 
suffers from a lack of credibility as 
world champ. Benoit, who stands sev- 
eral hairs less than six feet tall—no 
matter what Raw’s tale of the tape 
says—has defeated Triple-H, who 
goes 6’5”, 269, multiple times in high- 
profile matches. The same goes for 
Guerrero, who’s handled The Big 
Show on numerous occasions on 
Smackdown shows. 

I'm not going to argue that 
fans don’t still like to watch the 
biggest of the big boys. But 
they won't pay just to see 
bronzed hulks lumber around 
the ring. Those bronzed hulks 
need to show a lot of skill and 
a lot of effort. Benoit and 
Guerrero offer both in abun- 
dance, which is why so many 
people have embraced them 
as their champions. People 
have also gained a new re- 
spect for undersized, under- 
dog warriors who don't pack it 
in when travel gets hectic or 
creative control doesn’t go 
their way, unlike some of the 
more muscular specimens 
who feel their physiques enti- 
tle them to megapushes (and 
megabucks) and world title 
reigns. It’s the smallish under- 
dogs who want it the most 
and will work to earn it. Vince 
McMahon and company are 
finally figuring that out. 

Like it or not, small is in 
... and big is on its way out. 

Liz Hunter is a contribut- 
ing writer for THE WRESTLER. 


counterpoint: 


By Frank Krewda 


super heavyweight era is the 

main reason so many indepen- 
dent shows are selling out in rec- 
ord time. The fans just can’t get 
enough of those short and skinny 
superstars. 

The fans are embracing Benoit 
and Guerrero right now because 
they are A) great wrestlers and B) 
sympathetic figures because 
they’ve worked so hard for so long 
and never been properly rewarded 
for it ... until now. Their popularity 
has little to do with their size. Was 
it not Goldberg’s amazing combi- 


J ssce hea THE end of the 





nation of size and look that fed the if the era of the super heavyweight is over, counters Frank Krewda, why does the 7’2” Big 
entire craze surrounding him in the Show, who’s not the smoothest of mat technicians, get push after push in WWE? Size, he 


mid-’90s and made him the most insists, still matters a lot in this sport. 


sought-after free agent of the post- 
WCW era? Did fans not embrace 
Brock Lesnar because his back was 
so wide you could show a movie on 
it? And how compelling would Scott 
Steiner be without 26-inch arms? 

No doubt, physically smaller wres- 
tlers have gained significant accep- 
tance from fans over the past few 
years, and the untimely exit of Les- 
nar et al from the pro ranks lends 
credence to Liz Hunter’s point. But 
let’s be real: Putting up with the 
physical or mental grind and getting 
fed up with how you’re handled are 
not size-related issues. 

| also disagree that UT and 
Kane’s popularity is due primarily to 
their characters. One of the appeals 
of watching those guys wrestle is 
the specter of seeing stars close to 
the seven-foot mark perform with 
the same agility as men a foot or 
more smaller. Even if their charac- 


ters make them popular, being that 
damn big is as much a part of the 
character as the makeup and 
pyrotechnics. 

As is the case with boxing, fans 
will always be drawn to the heavy- 
weights because that’s where the 
most violent, impactful action 
takes place. No one is ever wait- 
ing for the arrival of the sport’s 
next great cruiserweight. As such, 
men like Batista, Lesnar, and 
Goldberg will always be hot com- 
modities in wrestling. 

That’s not to say the cruiser- 
weights don’t have their place. They 
provide a wonderful break in the 
action, especially at big pay-per- 
view events, but look carefully and 
you'll notice that main event match- 
es rarely involve two cruiser- 
weights. That’s because the cham- 
pions are usually bigger, more 
physically impressive wrestlers. 


And if WWE brass thought the 
cruiserweights would be the guys 
carrying the company in the next 
decade or so, how did Jacquelyn, 
who wasn’t even much of a factor in 
the women’s division when last 
seen, become cruiserweight cham- 
pion in May? 

Benoit and Guerrero have both 
done great jobs as champions of 
their respective brands, but let’s not 
call this a trend. John Bradshaw 
Layfield is getting pushed in part 
because of his size. The Big Show 
will be back and will get yet another 
monster push. Probably Lesnar, 
too. Big man-as-champion is a for- 
mula Vince McMahon has used for 
ages, and one he’s not likely to 
abandon soon, especially since 
he’s put most of the competition out 
of business. 

Frank Krewda is a senior 
writer for THE WRESTLER. 
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_ By Harry Burkett 


team. They would probably look something like The Havana Pit 
Bulls. Ricky Reyes and Rocky Romero are proud to call 
themselves “technically intense” 


they were finally making it in the wrestling business, 
those misgivings were squelched as they stood in the 
waiting room of the Tokyo Dome on October 14, 2002. 
They were about to team with “American Dragon” Bryan 
Danielson to face Masahito Kakihara, Tiger Mask IV, and 


; F RICKY REYES and Rocky Romero had any doubts 


20 The Wrestler 


the legendary Jushin Liger. 

Simon Inoki of New Japan gave the youngsters some 
last minute advice: “Good luck, do your stuff, and look 
strong. And, not to make you nervous, but the Dome has 
just sold out and there are more than 65,000 people here 
now ... Oh, one more thing ... when you go through the 











Whether they're wrestling together or in singles competition, The Havana 
Pit Bulls show a lot of skill and a ton of intensity. Here they double-team 
Jay Briscoe during a Ring of Honor card in Minnesota. 


curtain, wait on the ramp for five seconds before you walk, 
and don’t look up! ... Go, go, go!” 

Reyes, Romero, and Danielson kept their heads down 
as they went through the curtain. The entrance was dark, 
and the black velvet ramp was dangerously narrow. But 
Reyes and Romero, in particular, couldn't resist looking up. 
They saw a sky full of heads above them. It took their full 
concentration to walk the precarious path through humani- 
ty and to the ring. 

Unfortunately, The Havana Pit Bulls and Danielson didn't 
win their match that night. Romero fell prey to Jushin Liger’s 
brainbuster. But that hardly dampened the experience. 

“At the time, | couldn't help but think back to 1984, when 
| was six years old and watching Hulk Hogan beat The Iron 
Sheik for the WWF title in Madison Square Garden,” 
recalled Reyes. “At that moment, | told my father and 
brother | was going to be a pro wrestler.” 

Romero had the same aspirations while growing up. 
Being four years younger than Reyes, he broke into the 
wrestling business at an even younger age—at only 16 
years old. “All I've wanted to do my entire life is be a 
wrestler,” he noted. “But | was small, and everybody told 
me | couldn't do it. | didn't let that discourage me, though, 
and | just kept at it.” 

With “Massacre” Ricky Reyes checking in at 5’9” and 
193 pounds, and “Mr. Azucar” Rocky Romero at 5’9” and 
187 pounds, The Havana Pit Bulls aren’t going to win 
many tales of the tape. Nevertheless, these Pit Bulls’ oppo- 
nents will testify that Reyes and Romero have more than 
made up the difference with their astounding intensity. 


Reyes and Romero were known as Los Cuba- 
nitos, literally “The Little Cuban Boys,” during their 
formative years in Southern California's Empire 
Wrestling Federation and in the International 
Wrestling Council. Increasingly, they added more 
and more intensity to their ring style. Reyes wrestles 
with a fury from the opening bell. Romero is the 
calmer of the two: He doesn’t explode until he’s pro- 
voked, but that usually doesn’t take very long. 
Reyes and Romero were often compared to “dogs 
going after red meat.” Thinking aloud, Romero said 
The Havana Pit Bulls might be a more appropriate 
name—and the name stuck. 

Yet The Havana Pit Bulls possess more than 
aggression. Reyes and Romero began teaming 
soon after their singles debuts in 1997, and have 
added more Japanese moves to their repertoire. 
Reyes’ rolling Kimura lock complements Romero's 
jumping armbar quite nicely. Away from their busy 
road schedule, Reyes and Romero practically live at 
m the Inoki Dojo in Santa Monica, California, and 
i} proudly call New Japan USA their promotional 
home base. 

When asked who their toughest opponents have 
been, Reyes and Romero don't hesitate to give the 
Same answer: “Each other!” they say in unison. The 
two partners made it to the semifinals of New Japan 
USA’s American Cup, with the winner to gain entry 
into the famed Super Junior Tournament. Romero beat 
Reyes and went to Japan to compete in the big tourney. 
“Rocky pushes me hard because he knows me best,” 
commented Reyes. “We've only wrestled each other twice, 
but I’ve felt it in the morning both times. We know each 
other so well that we’ve had no choice but to beat the living 
hell out of each other.” 

The Havana Pit Bulls have been in demand for wres- 
tling and even shootfighting engagements all over the 
world—competing for New Japan, Zero-One, and Mexico’s 
CMLL, among other promotions—during the past few 
years, but they didn’t make their East Coast debut until 
April 3, when both wrestled as singles competitors in the 
Super 8 Tournament in Delaware. Although ECWA cham- 
pion Mike Kruel forced Reyes to tap out fairly quickly in the 
opening match, Romero put up more of a fight against the 
eventual winner of the tourney, Christopher Daniels. 

“Sure, we would've liked for one of us to win the Super 
8, but we were just glad to meet and sign autographs for all 
the fans who've been waiting to see us for a long time,” 
said Romero. “Personally, though, | can’t wait for the fans 
to see me and Ricky in tag team action together, because 
that’s when we really own that ring.” 

While Reyes and Romero have wrestled in dark match- 
es for WWE, and contracts with wrestling’s most famous 
company would be appealing, they are happy to be seeing 
the world as free agents. Deep down, their real goal is to 
hold the IWGP tag team title someday. Those prestigious 
belts would be the ultimate red meat for The Havana Pit 
Bulls. CJ 
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Me (VEN THE WILD extremes to 

| ggg Which some wrestlers will go in 

bee their quest for stardom, there’s 
more and more danger introduced into the 
world of professional wrestling just about 
every day. Biting and eye-gouging gave 
way to chatr-swinging and table-smash- 
ing years ago. Then came the ladders, the 
thumbtacks, the barbed wire, even the 
weed whackers. You hear about it all the 
tune. High-risk moves are riskier than 
ever and evolve at the speed of imagina- 
tion. All these perils await some of the 
sport's wildest competitors, but there are 


some dangers that every pro wrestler 


faces in the course of a career. They are 
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(Editor's | note: Mike Pa a who has held 
numerous titles in the United States and beyond, files 
reports on the life of an independent wrestler seeking 
to make an impact on the business. In this issue, he 
writes about some of the potential dangers wrestlers | 
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face in every match—dangers that have nothing to do be 


with weapons or high-risk maneuvers. ] 


accidental things that make 
every match a gamble. 

When | first broke into the Pittsburgh 
independent scene in the mid-1990s, | 


the small. 


was Working for some of the smallest 
regional promotions in the land. | can 
remember one particular event at which 
the people in the locker room/backstage 
area outnumbered the people paying to 
see the show by a wide margin. On that 
night, | plied my trade in a cheaply made, 
|6-square-foot ring inside a high school 
gym. Like most of today’s rings, this 
rings ropes were not actually rope, but 
cable housed inside some hose or tubing 


and taped over to match whatever color 


a 





scheme was desired. Ring ropes made of 
cable have far less give in them than those 
actually made of rope, and are generally 
safer for high-flyers. 

The chances of having the rope bend 
out of control when it’s made of strong 
steel cable are slim. The cable starts on 
one side of a turnbuckle, makes its way 
around the four sides of the ring, and is 
then attached to the opposite side of the 
same turnbuckle at which it began. 
Usually, the ropes appear thickest near 
this turnbuckle, making it easy to figure 
out where the cable begins and ends. In 
some regions, this corner, where each of 
the three ropes begins and ends, is called 


ay 


We sometimes forget that wrestlers could be putting their lives on the line when they execute high-risk 


maneuvers. Few ever consider the risks wrestlers could face if something happens to the ring, as it 
did, for example, when Bam Bam Bigelow met Tazz at ECW Living Dangerously in 1998. 
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the “danger corner.” In 1995, I 
found out why that name is 
appropriate. 

A few minutes into my 
match before a modest crowd 
of about a dozen fans, I 
jumped onto the middle rope 
and sized up the distance 
from the corner to my oppo- 
nent. As I pushed off from the 
corner, the second rope 
snapped, and as I fell toward 
the mat, the loose end of the 
rope whipped my left leg and 
calf muscle. The brackets 
used to hold the cable in 
place underneath the turn- 
buckle pad had not been fas- 
tened very well, and even 
under my rather insignificant 
weight, they gave way. Not 
only was my rather low-risk 
move from the second rope 
thwarted, but I ended up 
limping for a few weeks 
afterward as a result of my 
unfortunate fall. 

Now, when I have friends 
over to watch wrestling, some- 
times [’ll show them the old 
video of this match, and we 
laugh about how ridiculous the 
entire thing looks, I can laugh, 
not just because it happened to 
me, but because I’ve seen 
something far worse and far 
more serious. 

At a Future Wrestling 
Alliance show in 1999, Nick 
Berk was wrestling a singles 
match in one of my favorite 
venues, the Citizens Fire 
Company of Palo Alto, Penn- 
sylvania. I was backstage, watching on a 
monitor along with many of the FWA 
regulars—Don Montoya, Rich Myers, 
and Tommy Idol, just to name a few. In 
the opening moments of the match, Nick 
took a running start and hit the ropes, like 
most wrestlers do dozens of times in 
every match. Nick grabbed the top rope 
with his right hand, and as he turned his 
weight against the ropes, laying his shoul- 
ders across the top while his hips hit the 
middle rope, something went terribly 
wrong. The rope popped right off the cor- 
ner, and as the top rope simply fell, Nick, 
with his weight against them, also 





ai 


One of the scariest incidents in wrestling that Mike Quackenbush |. : 
ever witnessed involved this man, Nick Berk. The snapping of one directly across the ring from 
of the ropes led to him suffering a concussion, but it looked like 
the incident could have ended with Berk being paralyzed ... or }.,4 When his weight hit the 
much worse. 


dropped out of the ring. Berk went out 
backward, and from the angle we had on 
the monitor, appeared to take a head-first 
dive onto the arena floor, three feet down. 
While just about anyone can brace for an 
anticipated impact, it was clear that Nick, 
and everyone watching, was caught com- 
pletely off-guard by the sudden mishap. 
Groggy and dazed, Nick Berk man- 
aged to make it back into the ring, and the 
match ended just a moment later. Luckily, 
he ended up with “only” a concussion; a 
fall like his could have very easily result- 
ed in damaged vertebrae or something 
even worse. A rope snapping or otherwise 


malfunctioning is one of the 
most dangerous accidents that 
can happen in the ring. If my 
} Opponent winds up with a chair 
} in his hands and seems to be 
| swinging in my direction, at 
| least I can try to be ready for it. 
Under the canvas of most 
American wrestling rings is a 
| floor made up of wood. The 
ring in which | train has deck 
boards covering a series of 
wooden cross-beams that hook 
onto the frame that makes the 
ring square. Over time, and 
thanks to the abuse of constant 
impact, boards can warp, 
weaken, and eventually break. 
Sometimes, a heavy enough 
competitor can snap a board in 
such a way that a pit opens up 
in the ring. Or, depending on 
how the ring is assembled, a 
| broken piece of wood can 
come up through the canvas. 
On more than one occasion, 
I have seen fellow wrestlers 
hurt by a board break or similar 
happenstance. Perhaps the most 
bizarre of these occurrences 
came in a match I did years ago 
with a super heavyweight that 
had little trouble tossing me 
around the ring. At one point, in 
an attempt to splash me under 
his considerable girth, he 
launched himself chest-first 
toward the mat. I had plenty of 
time to roll away, and headed 





where he was about to crash 


ring, the board “cushioning” 
most of his fall did what anyone that has 
ever been on a playground seesaw would 
predict. The opposite end of it came fly- 
ing up and smacked me right under the 
chin, almost knocking me out. 

As if being slammed around isn’t bad 
enough, getting cracked upside the head 
with a snapping board makes for an even 
more effective, albeit accidental, finisher. 
Just setting foot in a wrestling ring is 
dangerous enough, before any considera- 
tion is given to brass knuckles, sledge- 
hammers, and folding chairs. When the 
ring betrays the wrestlers, it does so with 
no warning. L 
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HE UNLIKELY TANDEM of 
Buh Buh Ray and D-Von Dudley 
have been wrestling’s most deco- 
rated tag team of the past decade ... Both 
“half-brothers” made their pro debuts in 
1994, with D-Von training under “The 
Unpredictable” Johnny Rodz, and Buh 
Buh training under Sonny Blaze ... D- 
Von was the first to enjoy championship 
glory, as he defeated The Latin Lover for 
the NEW USS. title on March 25, 1995, 
in Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey, wrestling 
under the name, believe it or not, of A- 
Train ... Less than three months later, A- 
Train defeated Toxic Todd to become 
the first-ever WWO international cham- 
pion ... Around this time, Buh Buh 
made his debut as the stuttering, dancing 





January 1996: The Dudleys were a wacky, dysfunctional clan when we first met them in ECW. From 
left, it's Dances With, Sign Guy, Buh Buh Ray, Chubby, and “Big” Dick. D-Von would show up later. At 
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member of ECW’s Dudley clan ... The 
Dudleys were an ECW comedy staple, 
with Buh Buh filling a role similar to that 
of Curly from The Three Stooges ... Buh 
Buh scored a big win over former WWE 
tag competitor Jim Del Ray at ECW’s 
Heat Wave 1995, 

D-Von entered the promotion as yet 
another Dudley brother, intent on bring- 
ing respect back to the Dudley name by 
feuding with his goofball half-brothers 
... He made it his personal mission to 
make Buh Buh a man—or die trying ... 
Buh Buh and D-Von engaged in a sur- 
prisingly intense feud that saw Buh Buh 
give up on his dancing and discover his 
killer instinct ... Buh Buh scored a huge 
win over D-Von at ECW’s 1996 





November to Remember card ... Once 
both men earned the other’s respect, they 
formed a pretty decent tag team ... At 
Holiday Hell 1996, the Dudleys scored 
their first big win by beating Little Guido 
(Nunzio) and Davey Pisano ... On 
March 15, 1997, the Dudleys defeated 
The Eliminators at the ECW Arena in 
Philadelphia to capture their first ECW 
tag team championship ... It would be 
the first of a record eight ECW tag title 
reigns. 

The Dudleys dropped the belts back to 
The Eliminators a month later but re- 
gained them on June 20, 1997, when John 
Kronus was forced to defend the gold in a 
two-on-one match (his partner, Perry 
Saturn, had suffered a serious knee injury) 

Along with foul- 
mouthed manager Joel 
Gertner, the Dudleys 
became the most hated 
men in ECW ... They 
would routinely rile up 
fans with obscene ti- 
rades, often walking the 
fine line of almost incit- 
ing a mini-riot. 

Buh Buh Ray and D- 
Von lost the tag belts to 
The Gangstas on July 
19, but were awarded 
the title yet again less 
than a month later via 
forfeit ... They next 
dropped the belts to the 
makeshift team of Kro- 
nus and New Jack on 
September 20 ... The 
villainous Dudleys 
didn’t have much use 
for little half-brother 
Spike, so they feuded 
with the man who was 
labeled the runt of the 
Dudley litter. 


House Party 
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1998. Buh Buh. D-Von, and “Big” Dick 
Dudley beat Spike. Kionus. and New 
Jack in a wild sia man brawl! lit pel 
haps then most disgusting act to date. the 
Dudleys broke the beautiful Beulah 
MceGillicutty’s neck with a vicious 3D. 
putting her out of wrestling forevel 

On October 24. 1998. the Dudleys 
regained the ttle with a win over Sabu 
and Rob Van Dam in a match that pitted 
perhaps the lop two teanis in ECW histo- 
ry against each othe Masaty latiaka 
and Mahoney briefly mterupted their 
reizn, but five days later, the Dudleys 
woul their fifth championship lhe 
ultra- popular team of Van Dani and Sabu 


February 1998: The Dudleys had some 
great tag team feuds in ECW, where they 
won eight tag titles. That's John Kronus 
of The Eliminators whose face D-Von has 
busted open | 
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October 1996: D-Von came to 
04'S CoM Colelelal-lamelomalccwmet-lalelile pm 
Vit hitclaiaremelelelier-liMmurciicielseliul-ie 
Buh ‘Buh Ray. Looks like Buh Buh 
toughened up D-Von a bit, too. 


regained the tithe on December 13 in 
fokyo, but the Dudleys came back to 
recapture it just four months later when 
Buh Buh Ray pinned RVD in a singles 
tnatch, 

Clearly the most durable and domi- 
nant team in ECW history, the Dudleys 
signed a deal with the WWE in August 


1999 ... The deal signaled the end of 


thei long relationship 
with manager Gertner 
and had many observers 
wondering if a toned- 
down version of the 
Dudleys could survive, 
let alone thrive, in the 
WWE Even 


sigmimig with the federa- 


after 


tion. the Dudleys won 
olie more tag title by 
Sptke 
Mahoney in Elinhurst, 
New York, on August 
26, but they dropped the 


beating and 


belts later that same 
mght to lommy Dream- 
er and the returning 
.. First WWE 
feud was with Faarooq 
Bradshaw ... It 
didn’t take lang for The 
Dudley Boyz to quiet 
their WWE critics, as 
they defeated The New 
Age Outlaws (Billy 
Gunn and Road Dogg 
tor the WWE tag team 
tithe on February 27, 
2000 
evil streak, the Dudleys 


Raven 


and 


.. Showing their 


embarked on a quest to 





put every WWE diva through a table 
... They did pretty well, too ... Trish 
Stratus, Terri Runnels, Lita, Tori, and 
even Mae Young fell victim to the team 
commentator Jim Ross dubbed “those 
damn Dudleys” ... Lost the tag title te 
Edge and Christian in an unforgettable 
three-way tables, ladders, and chairs 
match (also involving The Hardy Boyz) 
at WrestleMania in 2000. 

The Dudleys eventually developed 
reputation for being the masters of table 
matches, winning a table eliminatior 
match at No Mercy 2000 ... Forevet 
loyal (or most of the time at least) tc 
ECW and owner Paul Heyman, the 
Dudleys returned to the promotion they 
helped build on December 15, 2000 
teaming with Dreamer to beat Johnny 
Swinger, C.W. Anderson, and Simor 
Diamond ... Improbably, fans began tec 
warm up to the Dudleys, and D-Von anc 
Buh Buh became one of the most popu- 
lar duos in the WWF ... Cries of “D- 
Von-—get the tables!” filled arenas ir 
Which they competed ... They regainec 


— 


March 1999: What's 
with Buh Buh Ray 
and D-Von’s rela- 
tionship with Spike? 
At times, they enjoy 
literally tossing him 
around. Other times, 
they love him like, 
well, a half-brother. 
4 


es) 


oa 





— 


February 2000: Some thought the Dudleys 
would flop after jumping from ECW to the 
' WWF. After seeing them manhandle war- 
riors like Kane, some thought again. 


the tag title from Edge and Christian at 
the 2001 Royal Rumble ... Successfully 
defended the belts against Edge and 
Christian and Undertaker and Kane in a 
three-way table match at No Way Out in 
Las Vegas ... Lost the belts to The 
Hardy Boyz on March 5, but regained 
them two weeks later by beating 
Christian and Edge with surprise 
interference from a debuting Spike 
... Came up short in another breath- 
taking WrestleMania three-way TLC 
match at "Mania X7, losing the gold 
to Christian and Edge. 

Buh Buh and D-Von proved a 
great tag team will usually beat two 
great singles wrestlers when they 
defeated Chris Benoit and Chris 
Jericho to regain the tag title on June 
19, 2001, in Orlando ... Joined 
RVD, Dreamer, and Heyman in an 
ECW reunion on the July 9, 2001, 
episode of Raw ... As part of Team 
Alliance (with Booker T, Dallas 
Page, and Rhyno), they defeated 
Team WWE (Steve Austin, Kurt 
Angle, Undertaker, Kane, and Chris 
Jericho) at Invasion 13 days later 








March 2000: Remember when those damn Dudleys 
showed off their sadistic streak by putting Terri, Tori, 
Lita, Trish, and even seventysomething Mae Young 
through tables? 


when Austin turned heel and joined the 
Alliance. 

With help from Kronik, the Dudleys 
beat Undertaker and Kane to regain the 
tag title on September 17 ... Scored a 


coup when they recruited Stacy Keibler 
Duchess Of 


as their valet—“The 
Dudleyville,” they called her—in 
October 2001 ... Won the WCW tag title 
from the Hardys on October 23, becom- 


ing the only team to ever win 
the ECW, WWF, and WCW 
tag titles At the 2001 
Survivor Series, the Dudleys 
unified the WWF and WCW 
tag titles with a win over Matt 
and Jeff Hardy Spike 
Dudley and Tazz won the belts 
from them in a huge upset at 
the 2002 Royal Rumble, how- 
ever. 

It looked like the end of an 
era when the Dudleys were 
split courtesy of the brand 
extension draft on March 25, 
2002, with Buh Buh remaining 
on Raw, and D-Von sent to 
Smackdown Buh Buh 
adjusted to singles competition 
with greater ease, winning the 
hardcore title from Raven on 
April | (the first of eight hard- 
core title wins) ... He even 
looked good in showdowns 
with Triple-H ... Meanwhile, 
D-Von discovered his inner 
spirituality and began calling 
himself Reverend D-Von ... He recruit- 
ed the massive Batista as his deacon and 
attempted to pass the collection plate to 
fans ... Vince McMahon briefly made 
D-Von his spiritual adviser, which tells 
you all you need to know about Vince. 

The Dudleys were reunited via trade 
at the 2002 Survivor Series ... They 
again captured the tag title at the 2003 
Royal Rumble with a win over Lance 


May 2000: In addition to their devastating 3D, 
The Dudley Boyz perfected the two-man 
aa')'Jat-yaael oWammal-t-lelelelim@alelal@-lcellncem tale) ¢-18 me) 
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April 2001: What a three-way feud we 
saw among the Dudleys, Edge and 
Christian, and the Hardys a few years 
ago. Lots of tables, ladders, chairs, and 
breathtaking matches. 


Storm and William 
Regal, although they 
lost a rematch the next 
night on Raw ... Found 
themselves painted as 
American patriots in 
feuds with The Un- 
Americans and La 
Resistance ... Beat La 
Resistance in a two-on- 
three table match for 
the Raw tag title at 
Unforgiven in Sep- 
tember 2003, reigning 
as champs until they 
were beaten by Ric 
Flair and Batista at 
Armageddon nearly three months later. 
On March 23, 2004, Buh Buh and D- 
Von were traded (along with Booker T) 
from Raw to Smackdown in exchange 
for Triple-H ... The change in scenery 
seems to have brought out the best 
(worst) in them, as they are back to their 
rulebreaking ways ... Now they're 


accepting a lot of singles matches, but 
not revealing which Dudley will com- 


September 2002: The brand extension temporarily separated 
the Dudleys and yielded two personae we'd love to forget. 
That’s Reverend D-Von dropping an elbow on his former 
bodyguard, Deacon Batista. 


pete until match time, gaining a signifi- 
cant psychological edge on their oppo- 
nents ... Lost to Rey Misterio Jr. and 
Rob Van Dam at Judgment Day, howev- 
er ... Going by number of major title 
wins alone (17 total in ECW, WWE, and 
WCW), the Dudleys have to be consid- 
ered one of the most successful tandems 
in wrestling history—and they’re no- 
where near finished! LJ 


January 2004: Two months before being dealt to Smackdown, Buh Buh and D-Von were still fan 
favorites who got cheered whenever they’d 3D a loudmouth like Coach through a table. 
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“Tf you're an American, you can be a nationalist 
and still be taken seriously. But if you are vocal 
in your support for France, people treat you like 
you are a joke. | am not a joke, and neither is the 
great nation of France.” 
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ENE DUPREE ISN'T likely to win many 

PR ecouieiy contests, but the fervent 

Francophile has quickly established him- 

self as one of the top young stars of the 
Smackdown brand. 

The WWE araftt lottery tore Dupree from his 


| two croissant-munching La Resistance pals, 


Rob Conway and Sylvan Grenier, and moved 
the youngest man ever to wear WWE gold from 
Raw to Smackdown. Although he initially 
whined about the move, the change of scenery 
is doing wonders for his career. Dupree immedi- 
ately became a viable contender to John Cena’s 
U.S. title and has hosted his own interview seg- 
ment on Smackdown, “Cafe De Rene.” While 
Cena turned aside Dupree’s challenge at 
Judgment Day (and at quite a few house shows 
this spring), Dupree is showing great poise and 
potential as a singles competitor. In fact, some 
are comparing this second-generation star to a 
certain third-generation star who also tasted 
WWE gold at a tender age—a fellow by the 
name of The Rock. 

Dupree is certainly every bit as arrogant as 
The Rock was early in his career, but he bris- 
tles at the comparison, especially since he 
was publicly humiliated by “The Great One” 
prior to WrestleMania XX. However, like The 
Rock, Dupree seems to have a natural knack 
for pro wrestling. He’s in peak physical condi- 
tion and is always working on expanding his 
arsenal of moves while continuing to improve. 

Right now, Dupree’s primary goal is to win 
that U.S. championship and earn bragging 
rights over Cena, whose anti-French prematch 
raps have infuriated the muscular French- 
Canadian. 

Senior Writer Dan Murphy sat down with 
Dupree after a recent Smackdown house show 
to discuss his feud with Cena and gain perspec- 
tive on how the draft lottery has affected his 
career. In spite of his best efforts to keep the 
conversation focused on wrestling, Murphy was 
whisked off on a debate on American foreign 
policy, the war in Irag, and why French poodles 
are a superior breed of dogs. 


> O 


A: 


: Rene, thank you for taking the 


time to speak with me. | have to 
say your match against John 
Cena at Judgment Day was 
quite impressive. 


: The only think | found impressive 


about that bout was the stagger- 
ing level of incompetence demon- 
strated by the referee. I’m serious- 
ly considering filing a discrimina- 
tion suit against that clown. 


: You want to sue a wrestling ref- 


eree for discrimination? Man, | 
hope you’ve got a fantastic 
lawyer. 

Oh, | do. And | can tell from your 
tone that you’re making light of my 
conflicts with the officials of WWE. 


: You don’t have to tell from my 


tone. I'll tell you flat out that if 
you're thinking of filing a suit 
against a ref, then you're crazy, 
That’s all there is to it. 


: Crazy, eh? Am | crazy when | 


point out the glaringly slow counts 
the referee made on John Cena 
whenever | went for a cover? 


: I'd say so, yes. 


Of course you'd say that. That’s 
the thing about you Americans. 
You accept everything at face 
value. You blindly follow your 
President wherever he goes. It 
doesn’t matter. You pass judg- 
ment on those who disagree with 
your half-considered policies and 
attack people who are exercising 
their Constitutional right to free 
speech. There are people within 
this company—high-ranking peo- 
ple—who do not wish to see me 
with a title belt because of my her- 
itage and my beliefs. The referees 
and promoters conspire against 
me because they do not want to 
see a Frenchman wearing a title 
named after the country they call 
their own. The very concept sick- 
ens them, and that sickens me. 


: For a guy who claims to hate 


America, you sure sound like a 
good-old American conspiracy 
theorist to me. How about you 
tell me your ideas about the 
pyramids, Stonehenge, and the 
Kennedy assassination while 
you're at it? 

| could, but | don’t wish to speak 


~~. ewe 
v7 ed : Shetas 
, " \ fe Ne mn . 
f , we see ty 
. 18 ha} 
, ~S | if 
v \ 
“i ‘} 
ve A wad 
4 / i 
2 / y) 
wie vy" 
iy 
a 
" 
. 





Barely 18 months ago, Dupree was toiling in OVW with another man whose star is on 
the rise, Garrison Cade. Even if you must hate him, you should respect him for how far 
he has come in such a short time and at such a young age (20). 


to you any more than | must, so 
let’s just proceed with the gauche 
questions you have scribbled 
down in that horrendous little 
notebook of yours. | don’t have all 
day, you know. 


: Fine. It must have been difficult 


for you to leave Rob Conway 
and Sylvan Grenier behind on 
Raw. What was it like having to 
adjust your travel schedule and 
begin working with an entirely 
new group of people overnight? 


: Again, a prime example of man- 


agement conspiring to limit the 
power of La Resistance. It was a 
prime example of your American 
divide-and-conquer style of poli- 


Q: 


tics. Obviously, La Resistance 
was becoming too strong, and 
people were getting worried. So 
they came up with that ridiculous 
lottery to break us apart. 

So Vince McMahon came up 
with the draft lottery purely to 
break up La Resistance? 


: Yes, but he made a critical error. 


He only extended French domi- 
nance to Smackdown. Sylvan and 
Rob remain the premier tag team 
on Raw, and very soon, | will wear 
the U.S. title. We have turned a 
negative into a positive, which is 
what we French always do. 


: Like the comedy of Jerry 


Lewis. He’s been terrible for 
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two decades, so the French 
just changed their definition of 
funny to keep pace with him. 

: I'll not have you badmouth Mr. 
Lewis in my presence. He is a pre- 
mier funny man and a gentleman. 

: Obviously, you’re very proud of 
your French heritage, but when 
are you going to stop the flag- 
waving and just concentrate on 
wrestling? Some wres- 
tling analysts have very 
high expectations for 
you, but you’re never 
going to go anywhere if 
you're more concerned 
with extolling all things 
French rather than win- 
ning matches. 

: That is another biased 
question. If | was waving 
the American flag, no one }) 
would ask when | was 
going to stop being patriot- 
ic and ready to take 
wrestling seriously. If 
you’re an American, you 
can be a nationalist and 
still be taken seriously. But F 
if you are vocal in your 


support for France, people treat 
you like you are a joke. | am nota 
joke, and neither is the great 
nation of France. 


: Listen, Rene, | have no prob- 


lem with France. | may not 
approve of all their politics, 
but | don’t have a vendetta 
against French people. 


A: You may not approve of French 























politics? That is a rather sanctimo- 
nious statement for a man whose 
country invaded a country for no 
valid reason, even though the rest 
of the civilized world cried out in 
disapproval. The United States 
invaded Iraq because the Pres- 
ident claimed they had weapons 
of mass destruction. George W. 
Bush claimed the U.S. would be a 
benevolent presence in 
lrag, yet just look at 
what happened in the 
Abu Ghraib prison 
when the Americans 
took over. Everything 
Bush has said has been 
exposed as a lie. Our 
leader, Jacques Chirac, 
said this almost two 
years ago, yet your 
nation branded him a 
coward. The truth is he 
is far more intelligent 
than the President of 
the United States and 
he did not support an 
unjust war. 
Q: Come on, this is a 
wrestling magazine. 
Let’s forget about war 


Even though he no longer has La 
Resistance partner Rob Conway 
by his side (below), Dupree is 
still a snobby Frenchman. And 
we wouldn’t put it past him to 
use the American flag as a 
weapon again sometime (right). 










and politics and get 
back to wrestling. 

A: Certainly. | make it a 
point never to engage in 
a battle of wits with an 
unarmed man, and you 
strike me as witless. 

Q: All right, you want to 
keep pushing my but- 
tons? Fine. Tell me 
about that overgrown 

squirrel of yours, Fifi. That’s the 

sorriest excuse for a dog I’ve 
ever seen. It’s the kind of pet I'd 
expect Rico to walk around with. 

A: What do you mean by that? Fifi is 
a proud French poodle. It is a loyal 
breed, adept at hunting, herding, 
guarding, and known for being 
fiercely protective of their owners. 

Q: Oh, I'd imagine. If | ran into you 
walking Fifi, | know | certainly 
wouldn't want to mess with 
you. I'd be laughing too hard— 
especially if you did that little 
dance of yours. 

A: There is nothing funny about my 





32 The Wrestler 


dancing. That is a dance that all 
French boys learn at school. 

: And you wonder why Amer- 
icans are always making fun of 
the French. 

: | thought you wanted to talk 
about wrestling! Your juvenile 
attempts at humor are simply 
making me angry. 

: Sorry, | wouldn’t want you to 
send Fifi after me. But | agree, 
let’s get back to wrestling. 
You’ve been engaged in a battle 
with John Cena for the past few 
weeks. What are your thoughts 
on him as a competitor and as a 
U.S. champion? 

: He is an adequate wrestler at 
best. Anyone who saw Judgment 
Day knows that | had him in peril 
throughout the contest. He was 


Q: 





lucky to escape with the title on 
that night, but my day is coming. | 
match up very well against Cena. | 
know that | will defeat him in short 
order. It is merely a matter of time. 
Going from tag team wrestling 
to singles wrestling can be sur- 
prisingly difficult, especially for 
a young wrestler. You’re only 
20 years old. Is the prospect of 
being on your own on Smack- 
down intimidating, or is it an 
exhilarating feeling? 

| have been preparing for wrestling 
in WWE all my life. My father, the 
great Emile Dupree, has been 
grooming me for WWE greatness 
since | was a young boy. | never 
expected anything less than WWE 
greatness. The next logical step in 
my progression as an athlete is to 


Q: 


It isn’t below Dupree to kick a man when he’s down (left). 
And he sure loves posing (below) and patting himself on the 


win the U.S. title. And after that, | 
will win the [Smackdown] title. | 
have never felt intimidated in my 
life, and that’s because | am secure 
in what | am—one of the greatest 
natural wrestlers in the world. 

Well, you’re certainly confident, 
but | can’t say you’re the most 
likeable wrestler I’ve inter- 
viewed. Anything else you’d 
care to say to our readers? 
Considering the putrid state of 
American schools, |’m surprised 
anyone actual reads your maga- 
zine at all. But make sure you get 
plenty of pictures of me for all of 
my adoring female fans. They 
won't have many more chances to 
see this gorgeous waist of mine. 
Very soon, it will be covered by 
championship gold. 


back when he has an opponent beaten. His cockiness has 
gotten him in trouble with John Cena of late. 
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HE MID-YEAR REPORT became a staple of Pro Wrestling 
lilustrated’s editorial calendar in recent years, and now THE 
WRESTLER invites you to revisit the past six months in the world 
of wrestling. Why do we compile a mid-year report? Too often, the top 
Stories of the first half of a given year are overlooked when compiling 
annual retrospectives. So, at London Publishing, we chronicle the half- 
year's top 50 stories while those events are still fresh in our minds, and 
yours, too. 

Overall, 2004 has been a pretty good year, with the industry on a bit 
of an upswing and fewer premature deaths to report. Some of the most 
important stories involved main-eventers leaving WWE. Brock Lesnar 


leaving WWE to try his hand 

Ove THE at pro football is, in fact, our 

number-one story. The fact 

that Vince McMahon had put 

so much effort into grooming the former All-American as “The Next Big 
Thing” made this a bombshell of a development. 

Steve Austin’s refusal to renew his contract with WWE was worthy of 
the number-eight slot. While this might have been our number-one story 
a couple of years ago, WWE has proven that it can survive without him, 
particularly when he had already been reduced to a non-wrestling, 
trash-talking sheriff riding an ATV. Likewise, Bill Goldberg, who didn’t 
make much of an impact during his year with WWE, didn’t exactly break 
the company when he left after WrestleMania in March. That story was 
Our number-1 2 pick. 

In the first half of 2004, the recurring theme for WWE was its ability to 
recover from those departures. Judging from television ratings and buy 
rates, WWE fans are ready to embrace Chris Benoit as Raw champion 
and Eddie Guerrero as Smackdown champion, as the company enters 
a new era. WrestleMania XX was the highest-grossing PPV event of all- 
time, and WWE's draft lottery rejuvenated the mid-cards of both brands. 

NWA-TNA announced that it would enter its second year with a 
national cable contract with Fox Sports Net, a story that earned the 
number-five spot. It was widely believed that just a couple of big-name 
Signings could make the promotion a solid alternative to WWE. 
Unfortunately for Ring of Honor, the implication of its co-founder, Rob 
Feinstein, in an Internet sex scandal was far and away its biggest story. 
While that made the most headlines, ROH officials—following 
Feinstein’s resignation—received tremendous grassroots support from 
fans during the public relations crisis. Interestingly, New Japan made 
the most news in the Orient, primarily because the IWGP championship 
changed hands so many times. 

And, as usual, we reported on a few deaths that occurred in the first 
half of the year. Hercules Hernandez was added to the premature death 
roll when he died of an apparent heart attack at the age of 47. The other 
two major deaths involved wrestlers of Hispanic origin as well, but, fortu- 
nately, they lived full and relatively long lives. Pepper Gomez was a 
headliner in Northern California, just as The Great Goliath was a top 
star in Southern California. Although they were celebrities back in the 
1960s and '70s, they remained respected community members until the 
time of their deaths. 

That's our take on pro wrestling at the midpoint of 2004. Let’s hope 
the remainder of the year is like the first six months: more good news 
than bad. 








Brock Lesnar could have been the main event star to 
lead WWE well into the future: the next Bruno Sam- 
martino, the next Hulk Hogan, or the next Steve Austin. 
Despite that awesome potential, Lesnar, citing burnout 
from the grueling WWE schedule and the desire to have 
more time with his baby daughter, opted to put Vince 
McMahon's ambitious plans on hold ... and make a long- 
shot attempt to become-a.star in the National Football 
League. 

Lesnar officially informed McMahon of.premature retire- 
ment only a week before WrestleMania XX. At. that pay- 
per-view, many fans were aware of Lesnar’s decision, and 
expressed their disapproval at his “betrayal” by booing him 
relentlessly throughout his losing effort against Bill 
Goldberg-at-Madison Square Garden. The 26-year-old for- 
mer WWE Smackdown and undisputed champion took the 
hostile reaction in stride-and strutted out of MSG, seeming- 
ly content never to return. 

He immediately devoted himself to training for the NFL. 
Although.Lesnar was briefly sidetracked—literally—when 
he crashed his motorcycle into.a minivan on.April’18, he 
was Said to be back.training.vigorously-in Phoenix, 
Arizona, soon after the accident. Lesnar’s,first choice is’his 
hometown team: the Minnesota Vikings. Head coach Mike 
Tice confirmed he was open to the idea in an interview 
with the (Minneapolis-St. Paul) Pioneer Press. Said Tice: 
“Everything intrigues me if it helps us win another game.” 
The Kansas City Chiefs, among other teams, were also 
reported to be interested in Lesnar—despite his lack of col- 
legiate football experience. Sports Illustrated was also 
planning a feature on Lesnar’s unexpected career change. 








Eighteen years after Chris Benoit began his quest to 
prove he.was the greatest wrestler in the world, he 
seemed to finally achieve that goal at WrestleMania XX. 
Benoit’s breathtaking victory over Shawn Michaels and 
defending champ Triple-H was immediately hailed as 
perhaps the greatest WrestleMania match of all-time. 

Deep in the heart of WWE’s traditional Northeastern 
stronghold, the Madison Square Garden crowd showed 
its respect for Michaels; but was fiercely protective of 
“The Rabid Wolverine.” They booed Michaels when he 
used Benoit's famed series of German suplexes, and 
cheering wildly whenever Benoit trapped Michaels or 
Helmsley in the crossface or sharpshooter. Late in the 
bout, when Michaels prepared to nail Benoit with his 
superkick, the same “sweet chin music” he had played 
at MSG countless times, fans booed their disapproval. 
The New York City faithful wanted it to be Benoit’s night. 

They weren't disappointed. Benoit ducked the super- 
kick and flipped Michaels over the top rope. Triple-H, 
who had been knocked to the arena floor, climbed back 
into the ring, kicked Benoit in the midsection, and 
attempted the pedigree. Instead, Benoit turned it into the 
crossface. The Raw champion screamed in agony, but 
almost maneuvered out of the hold. But Benoit—as 
relentless as he had been in his 18-year odyssey— 
clamped the crossface onto Triple-H even tighter ... and 
“The Game’ finally tapped out. 

The referee handed the Raw title belt to a crying 
Benoit. Smackdown champion Eddie Guerrero, who 
had defeated challenger Kurt Angle early in the night, 
congratulated the new Raw champion in the ring, as did 
members of Benoit’s family. A “radical” new era had 
begun in WWE. 















On February 15, Eddie Guerrero became only 
the second Hispanic—after Pedro Morales—to 
hold a recognized WWE world championship. 
Guerrero’s main event slot at No Way Out was 
considered almost a token gesture—anzd his title 
reign would have seemed like only a transitional § 
one, if not for developments that took place 
after his upset victory, specifically Brock Les- 
nar’s departure and Kurt Angle’s latest neck 
injury. 

During his title defense against Guerrero at 
No Way Out, Brock Lesnar proved he could § 
keep pace with the technical cruiserweight 
wizard, just as he had with Angle in 2003. § 
Guerrero and Lesnar exchanged mat holds 
for the first five minutes, and then the champi- 
on hit the first high-impact move: a devastat- © 
ing clothesline. Later, when Lesnar clamped his 
hand around Guerrero’s throat, “Latino Heat” implemented 
a series of chain wrestling moves until he trapped the 
champion in the STF. 

Although Guerrero and Lesnar exchanged more mat 
holds, the action became hard-hitting again within a few 
minutes. Lesnar bled from his nose. Guerrero executed 
three German suplexes. The referee was knocked down as 
Lesnar gave Guerrero the F5. 

Lesnar seized the opening by grabbing the Smackdown 
title belt, ready to clock Guerrero: But Bill Goldberg rushed 
from the crowd into the ring.and speared Lesnar..When a 
groggy Lesnar went.for another F5, Guerrero turned it.into 
a DDT. The 16-year veteran mounted the top turnbuckle 
and flattened Lesnar with bone-shattering frog splash. 

The crowd at San Francisco’s Cow Palace—the scene 
of many Guerrero family triumphs—erupted in cheers. 





Wk y iy es = 4 


WEITERE UT Fax: 


Se 
7s sce Wh hel = ; ‘ 
OK oy ee 
or BE STLEMANIK 
Mg | ere MeO I 
\ sr : ; . E 


7 


Vince McMahon's wildest dreams came true after 
WrestleMania XX,.as data began to indicate that the 
pay-per-view would be WWE's most successful event 
of all-time. Then again, anything-less would have been 
a disappointment. 

Indeed, WWE's promotion of WrestleMania XX began 
almost immediately after WrestleMania XIX last year. 
WrestleMania-flashbacks aired on Raw, Smackdown, 
and WWE's secondary programs throughout 2003. and 
'04. McMahon declared the event would not be a nostal- 
gia trip, butan event “where it all begins ... again.” 

McMahon was true-to his, word. ‘Legends such as 
Hulk Hogan, Randy-Savage;-and Bret Hart—all of 
whom had made significant contributions to; previous 
‘Manias—were not at the show--Although"some view- 
ers bought the pay-per-view to see whether,/there 
would be an exhilarating blast from/the past, McMahon 
Satisfied those fans with solid wrestling action through- 
out 12 top-notch matches. Obviously,/McMahon had 
satisfied the nostalgia craving with WWE's Hall of 
Fame ceremonies the previous evening. 

Not surprisingly, WrestleMania XX was the most lucra- 
tive wrestling event ever held at Madison Square Garden, 
grossing $2.4-million in ticket sales alone and far surpass- 
ing the $1.25-million record set by Survivor Series 2002. 
Early estimates of the buy rate ranged between 825,000 
and 950,000. Although those numbers remained below 
WWE's yet-to-be-attained goal of one million buys, the 
raising of WrestleMania’s price—from $39.95 to $49.95 
for four-plus hours of action—significantly boosted gross 
revenue to between $40- and $45-million. WWE's net 
profit was expected to surpass $20-million. 
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Two years after NWA-TNA debuted on pay-per-view, 
the company was finally poised for an important break- 
through: a national cable contract. TNA officials had 
always conceded that the company’s most over- 
whelming hurdle was free television exposure— 
and its syndicated program, Xplosion, simply 
hadn't gained decent time slots in enough mar- 
kets. Extensive negotiations with Chicago super- 
station WGN-TV to secure a slot for TNA hadn't 
worked out, either. 

Likewise, negotiations with Fox Sports Net con- 
tinued for several weeks until sources finally con- 
firmed that TNA had gained a 3:00 time Eastern 
slot on Friday afternoons. Television tapings would 
be held on Thursdays at Universal Studios in 
Orlando. The deal landed TNA some mainstream 
exposure at the outset, such as Jonny Fairplay 
plugging the new show on a special edition of CBS’ 
Survivor in May, and Jeff Jarrett appearing on Fox 
Sports Net's Best Damn Sports Show Period. 

Details regarding the negotiations began leaking 
when TNA pulled all of its talent from future Ring of 
Honor shows. Stars such as A.J. Styles and Christo- 
pher Daniels had viewed ROH as a way to earn supple- 
mental income. But with TNA landing the television deal, 
President Dixie Carter—along with minority owners Jerry 
and Jeff Jarrett—began viewing ROH as more of a promo- 
tional rival than an ally, and the Internet sex scandal 
involving former owner Rob Feinstein was likely a factor in 
that decision. As of press time, negotiations were ongoing 
to resolve the situation between TNA and ROH. 
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Eight days after touting WrestleMania XX as the event 
“where it all begins.... again,” Vince McMahon continued 
the theme on March 22 with a draft lottery held live on 
Raw. Critics of the idea were relieved when. the draft 
didn’t result in a total relaunch, just a reshuffling of talent 
between the stale mid-cards of Raw and Smackdown. 

Raw General Manager Eric Bischoff and Smackdown 

GM Paul Heyman drew names from a bingo bin, just as 
Ric Flair (representing Raw) and Vince McMahon (rep- 
resenting Smackdown) had done in 2002. There was a 
unique twist when Bischoff drew the name of Heyman 
as his final pick, and the former ECW owner quit WWE 
rather than work for “Easy E.” The most shocking devel- 
opment—Heyman drafting Triple-H—was rescinded the 
following day by new Smackdown GM Kurt Angle, who 
agreed to trade back “The Game” for Raw superstars 
The Dudley Boyz and Booker T. 

Those sent to Raw were Shelton Benjamin, Nidia, 
Rhyno, Tajiri, Edge, A-Train, and Chuck Palumbo. Rob 
Van Dam, Rene Dupree, Mark Jindrak, Spike Dudley, 
Theodore Long, Rico, and Jackie Gayda were either 
drafted or traded to Smackdown. 

The draft was designed to boost Smackdown’s thin- 
ning roster, worsened by Brock Lesnar’s departure and 
Kurt Angle’s latest neck injury. But Raw reaped some 
benefits, too: an overall rating of 4.5, its flagship pro- 
gram’s highest number in nearly two years—and within a 
couple of weeks, Shelton Benjamin and Edge were con- 
sidered potential breakout stars. 





Leave it to Vince Russo. The winner of the much- 
anticipated. April.21 match pitting NWA heavyweight 
champion Jeff Jarrett against Chris Harris was ... A.J. 
Styles! But some of Russo’s harshest critics insisted 
he must be mellowing with.age, considering he didn’t 
walk out with the 10 pounds of gold himself. 

The controversy began.when Raven, who. believed 


“The Wildcat” had been-granted the title match at his ex- 
pense, severely injured Harris’ arm earlier in the 
evening. TNA Director of Authority Russo, still trying to 
rehabilitate his image, made the best call he could under 
the circumstances: He gave former champ A.J. Styles 


the opportunity to face Jeff Jarrett for the NWA title F 


inside a steel cage in the pay-per-view’s main event. 

Styles was poised for victory late in the match as he 
climbed to the top of the cage, only to have an ex- 
hausted Jarrett shove the referee into the steel fence, 
causing the challenger to take a nasty spill to the 
arena floor. When it was ruled that the match had to 
end inside the cage, Jarrett attempted to hit him with 
his guitar, but Styles used an enzuigiri to shatter it to 
bits. Styles hastily rolled up Jarrett with a crucifix at 
the 13-minute mark to score the pinfall and begin his 
second NWA heavyweight title reign. 

Raven eyed Styles ominously from the balcony 


as the new NWA champ slapped the hands of = 


ringsiders, including broadcasters Don West and 
Mike Tenay. When Russo offered his hand in 
friendship, Styles slapped it away ... and gave the 
director of authority a big hug. 

lt was a typical TNA ending: great wrestling—and 
Vinny Ru, too! 


For the third time in his career, Steve Austin walked out 
of WWE, the company that made him a celebrity around 
the world. But unlike his departure immediately following 
his match against Scott Hall at WrestleMania X8, and 
unlike his walkout just before the start of a /ive Raw in 
June 2002, Austin left WWE on relatively good terms. 

The impasse occurred during Austin’s contract renego- 
tiations. Because he and ex-wife Jeannie Clarke had 
thought of the “Stone-Cold” name, and because The Rock 
had recently gained similar rights, Austin believed he 
should be able to use the “Stone-Cold” moniker for non- 
WWE ventures and not have to get Vince McMahon's 
approval of those non-WWE ventures. 

Unfortunately for Austin, the negotiations occurred soon 
after his former girlfriend, Tess Broussard, accused him of 
shoving her to the ground and injuring her right hand, as 


~ detailed in a report filed with the San Antonio Police 


Department. The prospect of another domestic abuse alle- 
gation, less than two years after an incident with ex-wife 
Debra, couldn’t have helped his negotiating leverage. 
WWE acknowledged Austin’s departure on its Web site on 
April 16 and wished him the best in the future. 

As of press time, Austin was said to be considering at 
least a one-shot wrestling deal in the Orient, perhaps with 
New Japan or Hustle, the pro wrestling division of Pride, 
which has already signed Bill Goldberg to a series of 
matches. Although plagued by neck and spinal injuries, 
Austin has stated that he would be interested in wrestling 
Goldberg or Hulk Hogan before his permanent retirement. 
















The morning following his loss to WWE Smackdown 
champion Eddie Guerrero at WrestleMania XX, Kurt Angle 
called to inform Vince McMahon that he had been in 
severe pain during the match and was still experiencing 
tingling in his extremities. WWE officials feared the worst. 
After all, they had been through this before. 

One year earlier, they had feared that Angle’s match 
against Brock Lesnar at WrestleMania XIX was his last. 
Then Angle discovered Pittsburgh physician Dr. Hae-Dong 
Jho, who performed minimally invasive surgery on Angle’s 
neck, allowing him to miss only two months of action, 
instead of subjecting the 1996 Olympic gold medalist to 
vertebrae fusion surgery that would have kept him out for 
about-a year. Before the end of 2003, Angle underweni a 
relatively minor.neck Surgery to correct additional prob- 
lems. 

While Dr. Jho’s procedure—designed to reconstruct 
damaged vertebrae rather.than simply fusing two of them 
together with a hipbone graft—had saved:Angle from pos- 
sible retirement, officials began to realize that he.couldn't 
be relied upon as~a-full-time-replacemenit for the departing 
Lesnar. Angle was scheduled, for more surgery in the 
spring of 2004 and said he hoped to make~an in-ring 
return by SummerSlam. 

In the meantime, McMahon named Angle the new gen- 
eral manager of Smackdown, following Paul Heyman‘s 
departure on the night of WWE's loitery draft. Soon after 
Angle’s appointment, The Big Show threw him dozens of 
feet from a balcony onto a concrete floor in a Smackdown 
storyline, allowing the Olympian to cruise around in a 
wheelchair as long as necessary. 





On March 28 at Tokyo’s Sumo Hall, Bob Sapp became 
only the fifth non-Japanese citizen to capture the IWGP 
heavyweight title. Sapp joined Hulk Hogan, Big Van 
Vader, Salman Hashimikov, and Scott Norton in that 
exclusive club. The famed shooifighter ended the two- 
week title reign of Kensuke Sasaki, who had beaien 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan for the championship. 

Having two lackluster title reigns already, Sasaki had 
hoped that a third would finally place him among the pan- 
theon of Japanese greats. It was not to be. Sapp trounced 
Sasaki in less than nine minutes, a rarity in New Japan 
competition. “The Beast’ finished off Sasaki with a devas- 
tating power bomb. Because New Japan was becoming 
more aligned with mixed martial arts competition, most 
notably with the K=4..promotion, Sapp’s rise to the champi- 
onship seemed only natural, 

shinsuke Nakamura, who-briefly held the title earlier in 
the’ year, immediately challenged Sapp. after the match. 
But Sapp soon began, issuing challenges of-his own, 
specifically to Hulk Hogan, who was considering a limited 
engagement in-Japan, and Akebono, a giant sumo star 
whem “The Beast’ had already steamrolled at “Dynamite 
At_The Nagoya Dome,” a mixed martial arts event that 
took place’on December 31. 

The nearly 400-pound.Sapp proclaimed that his victory 
Was proof of’K-1’s superiority, over New Japan, and that 
led. to.joint shows on May 3 at the Tokyo Dome, where he 
defended against Nakanura, and-a mixed martial arts 
event on May 19’at the Saitama Super Arena. 








With a time of 61:38, Chris Benoit broke the record for 
the longest time spent in the Royal Rumble as he fought 
his way to victory at Philadelphia’s Wachovia Center. 
Although Smackdown General Manager Paul Heyman 
had intended to punish Benoit by.naming him.the number- 
one entrant, it enabled him-to surpass Bob Backlund’s 
record of just over 61 minutes in 1993, and Ric Flair’s 
1992 record of 59 minutes for a winning effort. 

The most controversial moment of the Rumble didn’t 
have anything to do with Benoit, however. Bill Goldberg, 
who gained the lucky number-30 spot, had just eliminated 
Charlie Haas, Rob Van Dam, and Nunzio when WWE 
Smackdown champion Brock Lesnar rushed into the ring. 
Lesnar surprised Goldberg and planted him with an F5. 
Kurt Angle dumped a stunned Goldberg over the top rope. 

After U.S. champion The Big Show threw John Cena to 
the arena floor, only four men were left: Show, Chris 
Jericho, Angle, and Benoit. The Big Show gained some 
awesome momentum by eliminating Jericho and Angle. 
Benoit applied a front facelock on Show, but the 7’2”, 485- 
pounder tried to maneuver “The Rabid Wolverine” over the 
top rope anyway. Benoit somehow held on to Big Show, 
who hit the concrete floor instead. With that win, Benoit 
earned a world title shot at WrestleMania XX. 

Benoit told wwe.com: “I've been wrestling for 18 years 
now and this has been one of my dreams since | was a 
kid, and now I've finally arrived at the opportunity ... Now 
the only thing that stands between me and the fulfillment 
of my dream is myself. I've got to keep a positive attitude 
and my drive to be the best until | get there.” 


Unfortunately, Bill Goldberg’s lackluster run in WWE 
didn’t end in a dramatic triumph or a noble defeat. The 
conventional wisdom suggested that Brock Lesnar was a 
sure bet to beat Goldberg in the weeks leading to 
WrestleMania XX. But Lesnar’s sudden decision to leave 
WWE changed all the dynamics. And instead of putting 
over wrestling’s “Next Big Thing,” Goldberg settled for a 
meaningless victory. And the crowd became excited only 
when special referee Steve Austin gave Goldberg and 
Lesnar stunners after the match. 

Goldberg's contract with WWE expired on March 14, 
and he wasn't interested in re-signing for what would have 
been a lower salary. Considering that his 2003-'04 con- 
tract was worth approximately $1-million, no one could 
blame WWE for wanting a lower price, especially since 
Goldberg didn’t seem to make much impact on ratings or 
buy rates. 

Immediately after WrestleMania, Goldberg went back to 
shooting scenes for the film Santa’s Slay in Edmonton, 
Alberta. During an appearance on a local radio show, 
Goldberg confirmed there were “not too many plans in re- 
signing” with WWE and that he wanted to wrestle in Japan 
again. , 

Goldberg agreed to two dates with Dream Stage 
Entertainment, the parent company of Pride and its 
wrestling subsidiary, Hustle. His first match was supposed 
to be against All-Japan Triple Crown. champion Toshiaki 
Kawada, but a hand.injury prevented him from making that 
date. And, because Goldberg and Steve Austin remained 
on good speaking terms, there was talk of Goldberg team- 
ing with Austin, or,.better yet, finally having their long- 
awaited dream match from the late-1990s. 








The IWGP championship was marked by instability 
throughout late-2003 and early-2004, and Hiroyoshi 
Tenzan was a Key figure in the turmoil. After holding 
the beli for only five weeks, | enzan lost it to Shinsuke 
Nakamura, a 23-year-old mixed martial arts specialist 
with very little pro wresiling experience. 

After winning the belt, Nakamura represented New 
Japan in an embdirassiiig deteat to Alexey Ignashov at 
K-1’s “Dynamite At Ihe Nagoya Dome.” |The referee 
stopped the niatch after Ignashov's knee crashed into 
Nakamura’s head and eye. When New Japan officials 
learned the exteni of the damage to Nakamura’s eye, 
they realized he cuuld not defend the IWGP champi- 
onship within the required 90 days, so they declared it 
vacant. 

Re-enter |lenzan. He competed in a title tourna- 
ment, full of tornier champs—Genichiro Tenryu, Masa 
Chono, and Yuji Nayata—to give it credibility. In Ten- 
Zan’s ifiatch against Nagata, Tenzan’s. sloppy moon- 
Sault press Caused his knee to smash into Nagata’s 
head, knockiiig “Mr. IWGP” unconscious. That gave 
him a suiprise victory and a ticket to the final. 

There he taced 54-year-old Genichiro Tenryu, the 
“Ric Flair Ot [he Orient.” Tenzan, although bloody and 
battered, deteaied the veteran in that bout and was 
declared the riew IWGP champion. 

But Tenzan soon dropped the belt to Kensuke 
Sasaki. Alihuugh |enzan no longer had a champi- 
Oonship belt, he soon became the top contender to 
Toshiaki Kawada’s ominous nickname: “Hard Luck.” 


“It was his time, his rhyme” when John Cena won the 
most important match of his career, over The Big Show 
for the WWE U.S. championship. Under ordinary circum- 
stances, it would have been insulting that the U.S. title was 
decided in the opening bout. But considering it was 
WrestleMania XX, maybe the most significant pay-per- 
view in wrestling history, Cena and Show were probably 
glad to make the cut. 

[hey didn't disappoint. The 485-pound U.S. champ 
hammered Cena for the first five minutes as the Madison 
Square Garden fans chanted, “Big Show sucks!” When 
Cena finally managed to apply a sleeperhold, Show easily 
backed his young challenger into a corner to escape. 

lt soon became apparent that Cena’s strategy was to 
catch Big Show with.high-impact moves until he got lucky 
with one of them. He went.for an FU at the eight-minute 
mark, although Big Show was not.sufficiently weakened 
yet, for a near-fall. Show became the first person to ever 
Kick out after the FU. 

Cena went to-Plan B; win by.any means necessary. He 
grabbed a chain;.but the referee finally won a tug o’ war to 
grab.it from him. While the referee disposed of the chain, 
Cena grabbed his trusty brass Knuckles, walloped Big 
Show, and.executed another FU. The referee didn’t-see 
the infraction this time, and counted the pinfall atthe nine- 
minute mark. Cena had.captured the U.S. title ... and set 
the.perfect tone for WrestleMania XX. 

And everyone had the-feeling that,Cena, despite all of 
his cheating against Big Show, would do better than the 
opening bout next year: 








Kane buried his\ half-brother alive at Survivor Series 
2003. Sometime after that, Paul-Bearer must have dug 
him up. At WrestleMania XX,.“The Dead Man” walked 
among the living\again. 

Almost immediately after’ Vince MeMahon—with. the 
help of Kane—beat The Undertaker in a “Buried Alive” 
match at Survivor Series, it-was aSsumed the former 
world champ would go back to his roots, complete with 
the urn and supernatural powers that made him a legend. 

The return of the old school Undertaker was the only 
throwback to the previous 19 WrestleManias, yet even 
that didn’t seem like a complete nostalgia gimmick, 
because UT retained some of the physical characteris- 
tics of his “American Badass” biker persona, without the 
long hair and white makeup associated with the original 
“Dead Man.” But the presence of Paul Bearer and a con- 
tingent of druids was enough to satisfy long-time fans. 

Just as The Undertaker had done at WrestleMania 
XIV, he trounced Kane, and responded to the chants of 
“Tombstone! Tombstone!” by using a tombstone piledriv- 
er to finish off his evil half-brother at the six-minute mark. 
Even more important to Taker’s legacy, he extended his 
undefeated streak at WrestleMania to an amazing 12-0. 

The Undertaker returned to Smackdown shows after 
WrestleMania, and immediately became embroiled in a 
feud with Booker T. Yet there was no doubt that The 
Undertaker—never content with being a nostalgia act— 
wanted a shot at WWE Smackdown champion Eddie 
Guerrero. 

And did manager Paul Bearer think there was a 
chance of that happening? Oh, yessssss! 


Ai the outset of this long-awaited match at Wrestle- 
Mania XX, Jim Ross referred to it as a “genuine battle of 
the bulls.” While it wasn’t the Bill Goldberg-Steve Austin 
confrontation that fans had demanded since the late- 
1990s, it came closer to having a dream match feel than 
any other bout on the show. Austin’s presence as special 
referee would make for an interesting dynamic. 

Plus there were other undercurrents that made the 
match even more intriguing. This would be Goldberg's 
final WWE match. So, for weeks, fans expected it to be a 
passing-of-the-torch kind of match, from Goldberg to 
Lesnar. It had also been assumed that the fans, under- 
standing that Goldberg didn’t want to wrestle for them any- 
more, would side with Lesnar in the match. But just days 
before ‘Mania, news broke that Lesnar had decided to 
leave pro wrestling to pursue a career in the NFL. Sud- 
denly, neither the match’s outcome nor the reaction of fans 
was at all certain. 

As it turned out, the Madison Square Garden fans 
relentlessly booed both men, especially Lesnar. Late in the 
match, the mighty Goldberg kicked out from the F5, 
speared Lesnar, and looked to the fans for support. He 
received nothing but boos. Goldberg angrily planted 
Lesnar with the jackhammer to score the clean pinfall. 

Fortunately, referee Steve Austin gave the fans a more 
satisfactory ending:-He gave Lesnar-two middle fingers 
and a stunner, and-then gave Goldberg a’stunner—leav- 
ing both ungrateful superstars laying in the ring. 

Then the sheriffrode his ATV into the sunset. 





Rob Feinstein resigned from the two companies he 
founded, RF Video and Ring of Honor, after being impli- 
cated in an Internet sex sting conducted by Philadelphia’s 
WCAU-TV. The NBC affiliate, working with the Web site 
perverted-justice.com, ran a sting operation in which work- 
ers posed.as children to lure potential predators to a 
house in suburban Philadelphia, where a camera crew 
was waiting. 

Feinstein was among three men greeted by television 
cameras upon arriving at the house. AWCAU-TV reporter, 
brandishing transcripts of Feinstein’s explicit online con- 
versations with someone he thought was a 14-year-old 
boy, attempted to interview him outside the house, but the 
wrestling impresario jumped into his car and sped away. 

Feinstein released a statement after the investigative 
segment. aired.on television: “It is with deep regret that | 
step down as partner of Ring of Honor Inc. and president 
of RF Video Ine. Due to recent-allegations that have been 
lodged against me, it is in the.best interest of both compa- 
nies until these allegations are resolved that step down to 
avoid tarnishing the excellent reputation that has been built 
over the years of both companies.” 

Attempts at damage control were made immediately. 
Douglas |. Gentry assumed the duties of ROH and RF 
Video president, while booker Gabe Sapolsky tried to 
repair the company’s relationships with wrestlers and other 
promoters. ROH champion Samoa Joe was particularly 
critical of Feinstein, but he remained strongly supportive of 
the company. 

There were no law enforcement agents involved in the 
sting operation, and Feinstein was not charged with a 
crime. 


lf anyone doubted Eddie Guerrero’s credibility as WWE 
Smackdown champion, considering that Bill Goldberg’s 
interference helped him win the title from Brock Lesnar at 
No Way Out, then “Latino Heat” cemented his legitimacy 
by defeating the company’s greatest pure wrestler, Kurt 
Angle, at WrestleMania XX. Guerrero’s win also gave 
hope that he would not simply be a transitional champion. 

Angle’s actions in recent weeks ensured Guerrero 
would be the crowd favorite at Madison Square Garden. 
Angle, pretending to be an impartial special referee, 
revealed his true intentions during Eddie’s title defense 
against nephew cruiserweight champion Chavo Guerrero 
dr. on Smackdown. Eddie had frog-splashed Chavo and 
covered.him for the pin, but Angle refused to finish the 
count. He viciously attacked Eddie instead. 

That was the back 'story for the Guerrero-Angle clash at 
WrestleMania XX. Interestingly, there were pockets of 
Angle fans in MSG, and they cheered their Olympic hero 
at every opportunity, often trading chants with Guerrero 
fans. Angle was intent on finishing off Guerrero with the 
anklelock. In. one exchange, Guerrero flipped Angle out of 
the ring, breaking the hold. As Angle recovered, Guerrero 
loosened the laces on his boot, supposedly to relieve the 
pain. 

Angle reapplied the anklelock as soon as he returned to 
the ring. But Guerrero’s loose boot came off in Angle’s 
hands, and the Smackdown champ quickly folled up his 
surprised challenger. The referee didn't notice that both 
men’s feet got tangled in the ropes as he made the three- 
count. Most MSG fans didn't have a problem with Guer- 
rero’s victory, however. 








“A lot of these stars, Our fans have not seen in a long 
time, or have never seen before,”Vince McMahon said on 
March 24 during a press luneneon in/New-York City. “Now 
they are going to,live again ... This iS a brand-new toy 
chest, and we are.going te.open it./ The meérehandising 
and licensing opportunityis_.enormous.” 

McMahon was referring tovhis/latest/venture. WWE 
24/7. WWE has been purchasing the-wideo libraries of 
defunct promotions for the past several years, now boast- 
ing a vault with 75,000 hours of action from WWE, WCW, 
ECW. the AWA, Jim Crockett Promotions, and other pow- 
erhouses from the past. McMahon appointed a former 
American Movie Classics and Hanna-Barbera executive to 
accomplish the mission. 

WWE executives realized the profitability in the DVD 
and videotape markets was at an all-time low. Likewise, 
a 24-hour WWE network—similar to The Wrestling 
Channel in Europe and Samurai TV in Japan—would 
create too much overhead cost, whether it was on basic 
or premium cable. 

Just as McMahon had pioneered the pay-per-view 
industry, he once again decided that WWE should be on 
the cutting edge. WWE 24/7 would be a video-on-demand 
option on direct pay-per-view, offering 20 hours of content 
per month with four to five hours of fresh programming 
made available eacn week. 

Because WWE 24/7 would feature the talents of 
countless stars, ranging from Antonino Rocca to Bret 
Hart, McMahon said the profits would be shared with 
reureda wrestiers. 


He was better known as a WWF president, but Jack 
Tunney’s greatest contributions were to the city of Toronto, 
where he was a promoter in the 1980s and ’90s. That's 
how family and friends remembered Tunney after he died 
of a heart attack in his sleep on January 24. 

Jack and his cousin Eddy, a silent partner, took over 
the Toronto territory following the death of their uncle, the 
famed Frank Tunney, in 1983. The Tunney family had pro- 
moted approximately 20 events per year at Maple Leaf 
Gardens, bringing in such attractions as the WWF's Andre 
the Giant and the NWA’s Ric Flair and Rick Steamboat. 
Angelo Mosca, Dino Bravo, Gino Brito, and Tony Parisi 
were among the local stars. 

The Toronto territory, however, was ailing in the early- 
1980s, partially due to the WWF's efforts to gain a foothold 
in Canada. At that time, Vince McMahon made Tunney an 
offer he couldn't refuse: Join the WWF or become a casu- 
alty when it invaded Toronto. 

Tunney went from drawing only 3,000 fans in 1984 to 
joining the WWF and attracting 74,080 fans to Toronto’s 
Exhibition Stadium in 1986 for a house show featuring 
World champion Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Orndorff, and luring 
a.crowd of 67,678 to the same venue for Hogan’s World 
title defense against The Ultimate Warrior at WrestleMania 
Vi. Together, Tunney and McMahon drove Vancouver's 
All-Star Wrestling and.Calgary’s Stampede Wrestling out 
of business, and the AWA pulled out of Manitoba. 

Although Tunney’s respectable demeanor gained him 
the figurehead post_of WWF president in the mid-’80s, 
McMahon didn't hesitate to use Tunney as the bureaucrat- 
ic fall guy whenever a Storyline-called for a nonsensical 
quick fix. 








For Lance Storm, it was appropriate that his 14-year 
career came to an end in Calgary, Alberta, where he lost 
to Steven Richards during a Sunday Night Heat taping on 
April 19. It was also in Calgary where Storm became the 
first WCW wrestler to appear in WWE as part of the inva- 
sion storyline in May 2001. Most importantly, Storm grew 
up in Calgary, where he served as a trainer for the Hart 
Brothers Wrestling Camp in the 1990s. 

Already frustrated by a silly, go-nowhere gimmick, in 
which he portrayed a no-frills wrestler who suddenly 
became a dance-happy party guy/ladies man, Storm also 
took note of his deteriorating back condition, the severity of 
which he had kept from his fans. Storm suffered from four 
bulging disks in his lower lumbar region and a chronic 
problem with his sciatic nerve. Some moves inside the ring 
caused him excruciating pain, and his legs went numb a 
few times. As a result, he had missed a few weeks of 
action in the spring of this year. 

“| have been dissatisfied with my ring career for quite a 
while,” Storm noted on his Web site. “I have been lost in 
the quagmire for the better part of a year, with no direction, 
no focus, and, quite frankly, no forward motion. This isn’t 
anyone's fault so much as it is a combination of several 
factors ... The truth is my back has been quite bad and it 
was making my decision much easier.” 

The 35-year-old Storm accepted a training position with 
WWE's developmental program in Ohio Valley, aspiring to 
become a front office agent someday. Storm didn’t rule out 
the possibility that extensive rehabilitation could improve 
his physical condition and allow him to compete again in 
the future. 


The IWGP belt continued to be the hot potato of the Far 
East when Kensuke Sasaki beat defending champ 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan on March 12 in Tokyo. Bob Sapp, the 
assumed heir apparent to the IWGP title, was a growing 
specter over the proceedings in New Japan—and that 
was never more apparent than during the Sasaki-Tenzan 
bout at Sumo Hall. 

Sapp sat at ringside with his manager, Kantaro 
Hoshino, as Sasaki and Tenzan battered each other with 
vicious chops to the chest and face. Sasaki desperately 
wanted to make Tenzan bleed, and attempted to do so by 
ramming the champion into a ringside post, headbutting 
him repeatedly, and even resorting to biting open a 
wound. When that didn’t work, Sasaki executed a 
Northern Lights bomb for a near-fall. 

Tenzan regained the momentum with a Northern Lights 
bomb of his own, followed. by his famed tombstone driver. 
While Tenzan played to the crowd, Sasaki suddenly 
scooped him for a slam and earned the surprise. three- 
count after 15 minutes of action. 

But Sapp was. determined to steal the spotlight. He 
entered the ring and addressed the crowd, stating that 
Sasaki was too small to be champion. A match between 
Sasaki and Sapp for the IWGP title was set for March 28 
at the same arena. 

Meanwhile, Sasaki celebrated.his third IWGP title; he 
hoped this particular reign would be more impressive than 
his first two. Other New Japan stars, such as Yuji Nagata 
and Masa Chono, overshadowed Sasaki during those 
reigns. And, unfortunately, Sapp threatened to overshad- 
ow him during this one. 














Sharing the spotlight with Uncle Eddie wasn’t 
good enough for Chavo Guerrero Jr., and he ex- 
pressed that by blaming Eddie for their string of loss- 
es_in late-2003 and early-2004. Obviously, the thrill 
of two WWE Smackdown tag. team title reigns had 
worn off for Chavo, who wanted more.out of his 
career ... at Eddie's expense. 

After Los Guerreros lost.a match to The Basham 
Brothers on a January broadcast_of Smackdown, 
Chavo sat in a chair at ringside and smugly watched 
the Bashams continue to beat on Eddie. Afterward, 
Chavo added further insult and injury by attacking his 
uncle with a steel chair. A few weeks later, Chavo 
Guerrero Sr.—Eddie’s brother—arrived on the scene 
pretending to be a peacemaker, but helped his son 
attack Eddie instead. 

Chavo Jr. didn’t have much luck against Eddie in 
one-on-one matches, however. Eddie pinned Chavo 
after only eight minutes at the Royal Rumble. Follow- 
ing the Guerreros’ sensational night at No Way Out, 
at which Eddie won the WWE Smackdown champi- 
onship and Chavo captured the cruiserweight title, 
the feuding family members had one more clash on 
Smackdown. Eddie was on his way to victory after 
flattening Chavo with a frog splash, but special refer- 
ee Kurt Angle refused to make the count. Chavo did 
nothing to help Eddie as Angle brutally attacked him. 

Nor did Chavo Jr. or Sr. help Eddie in his feud with 
John Bradshaw Layfield, even when the despicable 
Texan caused Chavo Jr.’s grandmother to suffer a 
heart attack. If their feud in WCW was any indication, 
their rivalry in WWE won't be over anytime soon. 


The “charter flight from hell” continued to cause 
problems for WWE, nearly two years after several 
superstars became drunk and belligerent during a 
return trip from Europe to the United States. On 
March 29, Arizona flight attendants Taralyn 
Cappellano and Heidi Doyle filed a lawsuit with 
Maricopa County Superior Court, suing WWE 
and a Phoenix charter air company for negli- 
gence, assault and battery, and false imprison- 
ment. 
Ric Flair, Scott Hall, and Dustin Runnels 
(Goldust) were singled out for “extreme and 
: outrageous” behavior, including sexual harass- 
ey ment, during the May 5, 2002, flight. Allegedly, 
Flair walked around the plane in only his ring 
robe, flashing the flight attendants and asking 
them to touch his privates. Hall was accused 
of licking the face of a flight attendant. Runnels was also 
cited for lewd conduct. The false imprisonment charge 
stemmed from one flight attendant allegedly being trapped 
in-a room by a wrestler and unable to get out. The lawsuit 
also specifies that WWE executives Jim Ross and 
Stephanie McMahon were on board the plane, but did 
nothing to curb the wild: behavior. 

The flight became infamous long before the flight atten- 
dants filed a lawsuit:Brock Lesnar and-Curt Hennig report- 
edly became involved in a scuffle near the cockpit door. 
Wrestlers also cut off Michael Hayes’ trademark ponytail 
while he was asleep. 

WWE fired Hall and Hennig for their behavior during the 
transatlantic flight. In fact, Flairis the only wrestler still 
under contract who, was involved in, specific incidents 
alleged in the lawsuit: 





Joseph “Pepper” Gomez, a top star in the San Fran- 
cisco area in the 1960s and ‘70s, retained a loyal fol- 
lowing until his death, which occurred on May 6 in 
Oakland, California. Perhaps it was a twist of fate that 
“The Man With The Cast-lron Stomach” died of an 
abdominal infection. His family believed the abuse his 
stomach tookin promotional stunts ultimately led to his 
declining intestinal health. 

Gomez possessed a phenomenal physique for his 
era, sporting the ultimate “six-pack abs.” He invited 
people to drive Volkswagens across his abdomen! In 
similar stunts, wrestlers were permitted to jump off 12- 
foot ladders onto his famous midsection. When a heel 
refused to land the proper way or aimed for his throat, 
it was usually the spark for an instant feud. His legend- 
ary rivalry with Ray Stevens sold out the San Fran- 
cisco Cow Palace and the Oakland Arena. 

Born in Los Angeles on-April 21, 1927, Gomez held 
the bodybuilding title of Mr. Muscle Beach before start- 
ing his wrestling career in-Oregon inthe 1950s. He 
became a-main-eventer when he relocated tothe San 
Francisco Bay Area in the_early-’60s..In addition to 
holding the California version of the world tag team title 
with Pedro Morales, Gomez held.victories over Freddie 
Blassie, John Tolos, Stan Stasiak, and Pat Patterson. 

Although Gomez traveled the world, the Bay Area 
was definitely his home. After retiring in the early- 
1980s, Gomez served as a popular headwaiter and 
manager at Scoma’s, an eatery located at Fisherman’s 
Wharf in San Francisco. He is survived by Bonnie 
Gomez, his wife of 27 years. 


How could anyone really blame Trish Stratus for turn- 
ing against Chris Jericho at WrestleMania XX? After all, it 
was Jericho and his creepy little buddy Christian who 
made a sick bet as to whether Jericho would “score” with 
Trish before Christian could do the same with Lita. 
Stratus believed Jericho's feelings were genuine and, 
after a while, his affections did become sincere. 

But that was not before his disgusting wager with 
Christian came to light. Jericho repeatedly apologized to 
Stratus and even saved her from some dangerous situa- 
tions in the ring. In intergender tag team matches among 
the four, Christian didn’t hesitate to use necessary rough- 
ness against the two women. Jericho was reluctant to go 
all-out against Trish and Lita, which caused him to have 
a falling-out with Christian. 

Jericho didn't realize Stratus was plotting her revenge. 
It happened during his grudge match against Christian at 
WrestleMania XX. Jericho and Stratus seemed to have 
smoothed over their differences, but that was only an illu- 
sion. She “accidentally” elbowed Jericho, enabling Chris- 
tian to roll him up for the pinfall. Afterward, Christian 
planted Jericho with the unprettier. Then it became even 
less. pretty. Christian grabbed Trish by the hair, and she 
willingly kissed him, taunting Jericho the whole time. 

During a “Press Conference” with PW/, Jericho was 
asked whether he could-ever reconcile with Stratus. “No 
way!” he exclaimed. “After. she’s played tonsil hockey 
with Christian? She’s contaminated into infinity as far as 
I'm concerned. There’s about as much chance of me get- 
ting back with Trish as me hooking up with Liz Hunter!” 








When.Jim Ross sought to reduce his schedule several 
months ago, he assigned John Laurinaitis (Johnny Ace) to 
oversee Ohio Valley’s developmental program. Ross didn’t 
realize Larainitis would abuse his power so blatantly and 
alienate half of the OVW locker room. Soon after Laurinaitis 
gained authority, the golden rule in the Louisville-based 
promotion became clear to: OVW regulars: To advance 
their careers, they must get along with Laurinaitis, the Self- 
proclaimed gatekeeper to WWE stardom. 

Laurinaitis surrounded himself with yes men such as 
Inspector Impact (formerly Horshu, now Kurt Angle’s body- 
guard, Luther), Idol, Nova, Brent Albright, Chris Masters, 
Bolin Services, Rob Conway, and Nick Dinsmore. Their 
mission was to make the lives of OVW “troublemakers” as 
miserable as possible. Instead, fan favorites such as 
Johnny Jeter, Doug Basham, Damaja (Danny Basham), 
Alexis Laree, Matt Morgan, Seth Skyfire, and Standing 
Thunder valiantly resisted Laurinaitis’ efforts to turn OVW 
into his personal fiefdom. 

Ross publicly reprimanded Laurinaitis, and sent Sean 
O’Haire to Ohio Valley as his personal enforcer. But this 
didn’t prevent Laurinaitis’ stooges from gaining control of 
all the OVW titles, with Dinsmore as the heavyweight 
champion and Albright and Masters as the tag team 
champs. When Matt Morgan won the OVW heavyweight 
title on April 14, Laurinaitis punished Dinsmore with the 
Eugene gimmick in WWE. 

Unfortunately for the OVW faithful, Ross accepted a 
position in which he would be helping Vince McMahon in 
all facets of the business ... and Laurinaitis gained even 
more power as the new vice president of talent relations. 


Near the end of 2003, Randy Orton attacked Mick 
Foley and shoved him down a concrete stairwell to 
enhance his reputation as a “Legend Killer.” Then, at 
WrestleMania XX, the Intercontinental champion led Ric 
Flair and Batista to victory by using the RKO to cleanly pin 
Foley, who was teaming with The Rock in a two-on-three 
handicap match. 

Although Orton proved his dominance in that regulation 
match, no one seriously thought “The Legend Killer’ could 
beat Cactus Jack—Foley’s most violent alter-ego—in a 
no-holds-barred confrontation. Orton got his chance 
against the hardcore icon on April 18 at Backlash, held in 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

It turned out to be a bloody and brutal match. Crimson 
red gushed from both Orton and Jack, primarily due to the 
bat wrapped in barbed wire that was introduced at the out- 
set. After Jack delivered a legdrop onto the bat, positioned 
in Orton’s groin area, the former WWF World champion 
pulled a gasoline can from under the ring. As Jack poured 
gasoline over Orton and the bat, and then pulled out a 
lighter, Raw General Manager Eric Bischoff intervened 
and warned that the fire marshal might shut down the 
event if he followed through with the dastardly deed. Jack 
hit Orton over the head with a large cookie sheet instead. 

Late in the match, Jack pulled out Mr. Socko for the 
mandible claw, but Orton countered with an RKO. When 
Jack kicked out, Orton executed another RKO—this time 
onto the barbed-wire bat—to score the well-earned pinfall 
after 23 gory minutes of action. 








Although The Rock’s latest movie, Walking Tall, 
opened in theaters nationwide on April 2, “The Great 
One” and others associated with the film attended a 
special premiere in Nashville, Tennessee. The Rock’s 
character, Chris Vaughn, was based on a real person, 
Buford Pusser, a stick-wielding sheriff in McNairy 
County, located in the southern part of the state. The 
2004 version of Walking Tall was a remake of the 1973 
movie of the same name. 

With the Nashville premiere, The Rock and MGM 
Studios wanted to show their respect for Pusser's family 
members, most of whom live in Tennessee. Pusser died in 
a car crash in 1974, but his daughter, Dwana Garrison, 
was invited to the shooting of the movie in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. “| had deep reservations about the 
movie when | went to Vancouver because it is such a 
departure from my father’s real-life story, but The Rock 
helped change my mind about it,” Garrison told PW/. “He 
was So impressive and respectful of my father’s memory. 
He won me over.” 

Before he became sheriff, Pusser wrestled as Buford 
the Bull in Chicago and Missouri in the late-1950s. That 
helped The Rock feel a greater kinship with the Ten- 
nessee legend. “The Rock reminds me of my father,” said 


Garrison. “Most people noticed my dad because of his j 


physical stature, and, like The Rock, he had a quiet 
charisma. He didn't go looking for fights. He could always 
back up his words, so there was no need to flaunt it.” 

Of course, The Rock made the media rounds prior 
to Walking Tall’s release, appearing on The Tonight 
Show, Ellen, and The Howard Stern Show, among 
many other outlets. 


As a testament to the strength of the three-way main 
event at WrestleMania XX, WWE officials didn’t hesitate 
to schedule the same match—Chris Benoit vs. Triple-H 
vs. Shawn Michaels, with no special stipulations—for 
Backlash the following month. The major dynamic that 
had changed was that Benoit held the Raw champi- 
onship and Triple-H was a challenger. Michaels, howev- 
er, was still in the hunt. 

But there were other factors that were different from 
WrestleMania. Although Benoit was the sentimental 
choice in New York's Madison Square Garden, the fans in 
Edmonton, Alberta, were rock-solid behind their home- 
town hero. And, of course, Michaels—known for his dislike 
of certain Canadians—wasn't nearly as popular in Ed- 
monton as he was in.New York. Benoit was the only true 
fan favorite in this match. And they weren't at all comfort- 
able with the referee, another figure from the 1997 
Survivor Series double-cross, Earl Hebner. 

Michaels hardly got any sympathy when Triple-H nailed 
him in the back’with his trusty sledgehammer near the end 
of the match. Triple-H made a second attempt, but Benoit 
pulled him to the arena floor. When Benoit re-entered the 
ring, Michaels went for a superkick. But Benoit caught his 
foot, took him tothe mat, and applied the sharpshooter. 
Michaels crawled toward.the ropes. Benoit pulled him 
back mid-ring. The Albertans rejoiced when Michaels final- 
ly.submitted to the sharpshooter. 

Down south in Calgary,.Bret Hart. must have been a 
happy man. 





One month after regaining the NWA heavyweight 
belt from Jeff Jarrett inside a steel cage, A.J. Styles 
courageously agreed to a unique match—dubbed “the 
deadly draw’—for TNA’s May 19 pay-per-view ... and 
paid for it with his championship. Every five minutes, 
another challenger for Styles’ title entered the ring. 
Unfortunately for Styles, he ran into former champion 
Ron Killings on this night. 

Killings was no longer considered a serious threat to 
the championship. He had squandered several months 
with his entertaining run as a member of 3 Live Kru, com- 
prised of Killings, B.G. James, and Konnan, and didn’t 
make much of an effort to get back into title contention. 

But stories of Killings’ lack of intensity couldn’t have 
been further from “The Truth.” Styles almost tapped out to 
Chris Harris’ catatonic finisher in the early going, but the 
five-minute bell saved him. Raven-entered next, making it 
two-on-one. Styles fared better when his three challengers 
started battling each other, and he laid out all of them with 
a 450 splash to the arena floor. 

Late in the match, Jeff Jarrett ran into the ring and 
smashed Styles with a guitar. Killings was able to capital- 
ize on the-champion’s weakened state and finally pinned 
him to begin his second title reign. 

Killings -beat Ken Shamrock on August 7, 2002, to be- 
come the first African-American to ever hold the NWA 
championship. He lost the belt.to Jarrett; thanks to Vince 
Russo’s interference, on November 20.of the same year. 





A premier muscleman of the 1980s, Hercules Her- 
nandez had slipped into obscurity by 2004, enjoying life 
with his wife, Debbie, and six children, despite his inability 
to get another shot in the wrestling business. Various 
health issues were believed to have contributed to his 
death at only 47 years of age. On the morning of March 6, 
the once-mighty Hercules didn’t wake up. 

Born Raymond Constantine Fernandez on May 7, 
1956, the native New Yorker moved to Tampa with his 
father, who became friends with Florida promoter Eddie 
Graham. After serving in the U.S. Air Force, he trained 
under Hiro Matsuda and debuted in 1979. 

Under the name Ray Hernandez, he wrestled full-time 
in San Antonio before having success as Hercules Her- 
nandez in the Central States area, where he captured the 
TV and tag team titles; the Mid-Atlantic, where he wrestled 
as the masked Assassin II; the Mid-South, where he 
appeared as the masked Mr. Wrestling Ill and later won 
the tag team championship with Ted DiBiase; Texas, 
where he was managed by Jim Cornette; and Florida, 
where he held the Florida State and Southern champi- 
onships simultaneously. 

But it was in the WWF where Hercules became a 
superstar. There, Hercules became involved in a high-pro- 
file feud with fellow full-nelson specialist Billy Jack Haynes, 
and the two battled to a double-countout at WrestleMania 
lll in 1987. After a series of title shots against both WWF 
World champion Hulk Hogan and |I-C champ, Steamboat 
that same year, Hercules was stuck firmly in the mid-card 
for the rest of his six-year stay in the WWF. His last major 
run was.as a co-holder of the IWGP tag team title with 
scott-Norton.in 1993-'94. 





Nikkan Sports, Japan’s largest sports newspaper, 
hailed Dory Funk Jr.’s attempt “to be in his best spirit to 
become an unprecedented 61-year-old champion.” The 
Ocala Star-Banner compared Funk to boxer George 
Foreman. But while Funk’s match against NWA champion 
Jeff Jarrett made headlines in Tokyo and Florida, it didn’t 
make much news anywhere in between. 

Perhaps no One/gave Funk, who reigned as NWA 
champ,between 1969 and 1973, a chance of winning the 
title in/2004, It didn’t even garner any discussion on NWA- 
TNA's pay-per-view or syndicated television program. 
Considering the match took place in the-Dory Funk Arena, 
inside a rink called “Skate Mania” in Ocala, it’s no surprise 
the wrestling media didn’t take it seriously. For historians 
of the sport; however, it was an important event. As colum- 
nist Liz Hunter noted,-Funk vs. Jarrett was the equivalent 
of Bruno Sammartino facing. the WWE Raw or Smack- 
down champion today. 

“| do\ know, that Lou TheszZ wrestled*for the belt in St. 
Louis at the age of 52,”/Funk said in an interview.with the 
Star-Banner. “| am_61 and.still love to wrestle.” Added 
Funk: “I solemnly promise.to give Jeff Jarrett a chance.to 
regain his title after | defeat himvhere in Ocala.” 

Funk didn't have to keep that promise. One week be- 
fore the January 25 event, Funk angered former protege 
Adam Windsor by beating him for the NWA North Florida 
belt. Windsor gained his revenge by helping Jarrett pin 
Funk in their historic match. 





What does it take to keep “Diamond” Dallas Page 
down? With tremendous drive and infectious enthusiasm, 
Page overcame a difficult childhood, a learning disability, 
and a late start in the wrestling business to become a pop- 
ular main-eventer and a three-time WCW World champion 
in his early-40s. In 2002, physicians told Page that he 
would have to end his in-ring career in WWE or face pos- 
sible paralysis. 

Page's spinal condition was considered worse than that 
of Chris Benoit or Steve Austin, both of whom were suffer- 
ing from two damaged vertebrae at the time. DDP was 
suffering from three damaged vertebrae, further complicat- 
ed by the fact that he possessed a narrow spinal cord and 
was olderthan Benoit and Austin. Even with those odds 
against him, it took Page more than a month to decide 
whether to retire. 

Two years later, at age 48; Page was still craving the 
wrestling spotlight. He settled the Lloyd's of London policy 
that had kept him financially secure since his.last neck 
injury, and planned to visit Dr. Hae-Dong Jho, the Pitts- 
burgh surgeon who performed minimally invasive surgery 
on-Kurt Angle in 2003. 

“This.way, | would be pretty much as risk-free as possi- 
ble from a serious neck injury,” Page noted on his Web 
site, “After watching WrestleMania and settling with 
Lloyd's, I’ve got a little bit of that itech back.” 

Page’s first comeback match was set for May 15 at the 
Lucky Star Casino in Concho, Oklahoma, for Dusty 
Rhodes’ new’Action Zone 1 promotion. Vince McMahon 
can probably count on a constant flurry of tapes and 
phone calls from DDP until he gets his old job back. 








Wrestlers go into the ring with injuries every night, but 
Steve Williams reinforced his reputation as one of the 
toughest men in the world when he went forward with a 
shootfight against Alexey Ignashov on March 14 in Nii- 
gata, Japan. “Dr. Death” had already been diagnosed with 
throat cancer before he battled the renowned kickboxer. 

Not surprisingly, Williams went down in defeat in only 
22 seconds. He revealed his cancer diagnosis to the pub- 
lic soon after the match. 

The former UWF champion was scheduled to have his 
voice box removed on April 6. But he sought a second 
opinion and opted to undergo chemotherapy and radiation 
treatment instead. Williams hoped the treatment would 
work and, quite optimistically, planned a comeback to 
either wrestling or shootfighting by July. 

Williams’ tough guy image first reached mythical pro- 
portions in 1985, when he sustained a hideous cut in a 
day match against Brad Armstong that required 108 stitch- 
es to close, then came back to team with Ted DiBiase 
against The Fantastics that night. The four-time collegiate 
wrestling All-American attempted to enhance that reputa- 
tion in his many Japanese matches and in the WWF's 
“Brawl For All” series in 1998. His tag team partnerships 
with DiBiase and Terry Gordy are considered among the 
best of all-time. 

Since disclosing his illness, Williams reportedly has 
been in touch with friends such as DiBiase, Bill Watts, and 
Jim Ross—all of whom were instrumental in launching his 
career in the UWF. Williams was admitted to the cancer 
care unit at Houston’s M.D. Anderson Hospital. 


Since WWE went public in1999;-the value of its stock 
has been an accurate depiction of its own fortunes and 
those of the U.S. econdmy. WWE.stock reached highs of 
approximately $22-per share just-before the Internet bub=\, 
ble burst in 2000-and the overall economy took.a down- — 
turn. It-hovered around a more*realistic $13 per-share for / 
most of 2001—until the 9/11/attacks caused the New York 
Stock Exchange to shut.down and the’ entire market suf- 
fered. the greatest percentage de since The Great 
Depression: 

When the Exchange Spened four business days later, 
WWE shares plummeted to-10.31 apiece. But; ‘thanks to 
steady growth throughout December 2003/and_January 
'04, the stock price reached $14.15/on January 6 and 7. 
Buy rates, television ratings, and profits were slowly im- 
proving as well. On March 8, WWE posted third-quarter 
earnings of 13 cents per share, as compared to a 22-cent 
loss during the same period in 2003. 

By April, the stock value had risen to 15.44. This was a 
testament to WWE's solid business structure, considering 
the company had not added any major stars to its rosters 
or experienced any radical creative breakthroughs. 
Obviously, its disciplined financial philosophy and loyal fan 
base were enough to help WWE withstand hard economic 
times better than most other media companies. 

Regarding a six-cent dividend payment scheduled for 
July 8, WWE Chief Financial Officer Philip Livingston 
noted: “We are very pleased with our fiscal 2004 results to 
date. We’re optimistic about trends in the business, espe- 
cially the results for WrestleMania XX.” . 





Considering all he had done to Eddie Guerrero, John 
Bradshaw Layfield should have expected a violent reac- 
tion at Judgment Day. After all, Layfield had sneak- 
attacked the WWE Smackdown champion, taunted him 
with racial slurs, and caused Eddie’s 76-year-old mother to 
suffer a heart attack when he crashed a Guerrero family 
celebration at the end of a house show in El Paso, Texas. 
And Layfield didn’t smooth over their relationship by claim- 
ing he would send Eddie to Mexico, but let his mother stay 
to be his maid. 

Guerrero went after Layfield at the opening bell with a 
flurry of right hands and didn’t waste any time in throwing 
JBL to the arena floor, where he could inflict more dam- 
age. [he champion threw Layfield into the security barri- 
cade ... into the ring steps ... into a ringside post ... onto 
the Spanish announcers’ table ... and choked him with a 
camera cable. Several minutes into the match, Guerrero 
made the mistake of attempting to throw Layfield into the 
ringside steps again, but the challenger reversed the 
move and seized the advantage with a series of right 
hands and chops. 

Three factors allowed this match to surpass what were 
low expectations: Guerrero’s intensity, Layfield’s unantici- 
pated ability to keep pace with him, and the sheer vio- 
lence. On the outside, Layfield smacked Guerrero with a 
chair shot from hell, causing the blood to flow in a grue- 
some fashion. Later, when Layfield took a steel chair and 
the Smackdown title belt into the ring, Guerrero hit his 
challenger with the belt, causing his disqualification. Then 
Guerrero battered Layfield with the chair and delivered a 
frog splash after the bell. 

Several referees had to separate the bloody wrestlers 
as they brawled up the aisle. Guerrero was then transport- 
ed via ambulance to a local hospital, where he was treated 
for shock and blood loss. 


To some fans, Chris Sabin was the least likely to win 
NWA-TNA’s second “Ultimate X” match on January 7 in 
Nashville. Sabin had lost the TNA X belt to Michael Shane 
in the original “Ultimate X" match the previous August and 
hadn't come very close to the title since. Shane became 
the longest-reigning X champion in TNA’s brief history, 
and “The Future” seemed to be fading into the past. 

Unlike the three-way “Ultimate X 1,” the sequel would be 
a four-man affair. In addition to Sabin and Shane, former 
NWA tag team champs Christopher Daniels and Low-ki 
would be in the match. Because of their experience as 
partners—and the fact that their Triple X teammate, Elix 
Skipper, was at ringside—Daniels and Low-Ki had the 
advantage. 

Or so everyone.thought. As the four wrestlers scaled 
the cables high above the ring to try to grab the title belt 
hanging from the rafters, Daniels and Low-Ki began 
pounding each other. Obviously, their long-standing rivalry 
from the indy circuit was still simmering. Without the tag 
team championship at stake, each was anxious to prove 
his individual superiority over the other. 

Meanwhile, Shane climbed a cornerpost in an at- 
tempt to reach his belt, but Sabin kicked him off. Sabin 


_ pulled himself along the cable as Daniels and Low-Ki 


continued to fight each.other. “The Future” grabbed the 
belt, hung in the air for several seconds before the at- 
tached duct tape gave way, and fell to the canvas with 
the X belt in his arms. 





At 6’ and 240 pounds, The Great Goliath wouldn't be a 
big wrestler by today’s standards, but he was a giant of the 
California mat wars in the late-1960s and throughout the 
'70s. Together with Black Gordman, Goliath captured the 
NWA Americas tag team title a record 18 times. They beat 
Earl Maynard and Rocky Johnson for their first Americas 
tag team championship in 1970, and the team of Ryuma 
Go and Rusher Kimura ended their final reign in 1982. 

That was quite a feat for the youngest of 11 children, 
born on June 18, 1934, in Juarez, Mexico. At nine years 
old, he shoveled sand from a river so his family could 
make bricks for the jobs that barely kept them going. In the 
mid-1950s, a wrestling promoter discovered Pablo O. 
Crispin driving a cab and persuaded him to begin a grap- 
pling career. He was paid a six-pack of Coca-Cola for his 
first match. 

On April 12, Goliath died of heart failure at Mountain 
View Hospital after spending Easter Sunday with loved 
ones. Friends and relatives paid tribute to his inspirational 
life when they gathered for his funeral services in Las 
Vegas. 

In addition to holding the Americas, Texas, Georgia, 
and Central States tag titles, Goliath and Gordman defeat- 
ed Kurt-and Karl Von Steiger for the California version of 
the NWA World tag team belts in 1978, Goliath was an 
accomplished singles,competitor, too, battling such stars 
as Andre the Giant, El Santo;-Mil Mascaras, and Chavo 
Guerrero Sr. His greatest singles victory was over Henry 
Pirousso for the Mexican National title on December 3, 
1967. He reigned for a full year before losing it to. Raul 
Reyes. 





Considering the talented and electrifying competitors 
involved in this five-man match, there was little doubt it 
would be a crowd-pleaser at WrestleMania XX. Mick 
Foley, the hardcore legend and author, teamed with The 
Rock, the action movie star, to face Ric Flair, the leg- 
endary 16-time world champion, and two impressive up- 
and-comers, Batista and Intercontinental champion Randy 
Orton. The question going into the match was this: Could 
The Rock ’n’ Sock Connection overcome Evolution’s 
three-on-two advantage? 

The most entertaining moment occurred after Batista 
planted The Rock with a mean spinebuster. Batista tagged 
Flair, who kicked in both of The Rock’s shoulders, did the 
zigzag motion with his arms, pretended to take off an invis- 
ible elbow pad and throw it into the crowd, and bounced 
off the ropes to deliver the Space Mountain elbow ... but 
The Rock kipped up and peppered Flair with several 
punches. But even when The Rock dazed Flair with a gen- 
uine people’s elbow, “The Great One” got only a near-fall. 

Unquestionably, though, the real tension existed 
between Orton and Foley. Orton had shoved Foley down 
a concrete stairwell, spit on him, and badmouthed him for 
several months. After Batista crumpled The Rock with a 
sitout power bomb, “The Brahma Bull” barely made a tag 
to Foley. In Cactus Jack mode, he immediately spiked 
Orton—the legal man—with a double-arm DDT. But Foley 
underestimated Orton, who proved wise beyond his years. 
As Foley placed Mr. Socko on his hand and finally went to 
apply the mandible claw, Orton blindsided the former 
WWF World champion with an RKO to score the clean 
pinfall. 








Chavo Guerrero Jr. was on his way to becoming,the 
most dominant WWE cruiserweight champion-in recent 
memory. His title victory over Rey Misterio Jr. at No Way 
Out, his rivalry with Smackdown champion Eddie Guerrero 
(his uncle), and his against-all-odds win in the cruilser- 
weight open at WrestleMania XX began to cement Chavo 
Jr. as an impact player. 

Then Chavo's arrogance got the better of him. On a 
Smackdown broadcast, Chavo announced he would “take 
on the world,” meaning that any wrestler-—inside or out 
side of WWE—could challenge him for the cruiserweight 
belt. Suddenly, Chavo received an unexpected challenge 
from former women’s champion Jacquelyn, who hadn't 
been seen on WWE TV in months. When they met with 
the title at stake, Guerrero was foolhardy enough not to pin 
Jacquelyn when she was down, and she surprised him 
with a rollup and became the first woman to hold the 
WWE version of the cruiserweight title. 

Jacquelyn probably should have successfully defended 
her championship at Judgment Day because, due to a 
special stipulation, one hand had to be tied behind 
Chavo’s back. But Chavo Sr. untied his son’s hand and 
distracted the referee as Chavo Jr. executed a Gory bomb 
on Jacquelyn to regain the belt. Ironically, Chavo Jr. had 
also defeated another woman, Daffney, for the WCW 
cruiserweight belt in 2000. 

Chavo Sr. also played a major role—to put it mildly—at 
the May 18 Smackdown taping two nights later. Chavo Jr. 
defended the belt against Spike Dudley and, incredibly, 
Chavo Sr. in a three-way match. After being dazed by a 
Dudley dog, Chavo Classic landed on top of his dazed son 
to earn the three-count and the cruiserweight champi- 
onship. He was stunned to find out he was champion ... 
but not unhappy. 


For those who didn't believe Christopher Daniels was 
the best indy wrestler of the past decade, his victory at the 
2004 Super 8 Tournament might have changed thei 
minds. On April 3, Daniels became the first man to win the 
prestigious tourney on two occasions. 

He had some talented competition, too. Austin Aries 
rolled away from Shawn Daivari’s magic carpet ride and 
used the 450 splash to advance to the semifinals. ECWA 
champion Mike Kruel forced one-half of The Havana Pit 
Bulls, Ricky Reyes, to tap out in short order. Reyes’ part 
ner, Rocky Romero, had better luck against Daniels, but 
“The Fallen Angel's” chain wrestling overcame the young 
ster’s high-impact offense. Later, John Walters pinned 
Nicho (Psicosis) in a clash of American and Lucha Libre 
Styles. 

The semifinals were set: Kruel vs. Daniels and Aries vs 
Walters. Kruel, who had steamrolled competition through 
out the Northeast with his submission-based style, fell vic 
tim to Daniels’ own arsenal of unforgivirig holds. After 
Daniels forced Kruel into submission with his Angel wings 
finisher, Kruel voluntarily handed the ECWA title belt over 
to Daniels, the former champ. A short time later, John 
Walters—considered a favorite simply because the fans in 
Wilmington, Delaware, were already familiar with him 
faced off against Milwaukee native Austin Aries, a dark 
horse from the Midwest. Aries made an impact, though, 
when he dusted off his 450 splash and used it to pin 
Walters. 

Daniels and Aries spent most of the final match escap 
ing each other's suplexes and pin attempts. | he bout was 
chain wrestling at its best. In the end, though, Daniels 
found the energy to unleash three consecutive moorisaults 
and pin the upstart from Milwaukee. 


Tired of Meet The Press and This Week With 
George Stephanopoulos? As of 10 a.m. Eastern time 
on May 2, Spike TV offered a new alternative: The 
WWE Experience. |n the tradition of past programs 
such as Action Zone and Superstars, WWE hoped 
Experience would be attractive to fans on Sunday 
mornings and hook a new generation of young view- 
ers. Unlike syndicated highlight programs such as 
Raw’s The Bottom Line and Smackdown’'s After Burn, 
Experience covered both brands, in addition to featur- 
ing behind-the-scenes profiles that were typical of 
Confidential. 

Always trying to find ways to inject energy into 
sometimes-mundane highlight shows, and avoiding the 
live call-ins incorporated into Excess and Live Wire in 
recent incarnations, producers decided to use outdoor 
settings in New York City as the backdrop for Experi- 
ence. Hosted by Todd Grisham and-lvory, Experience 
chose Times Square and Central Park as two of the 
locales for early editions of the program. There's noth- 
ing like Todd and Ivory sharing benches with disinter- 
ested strangers, or laying on the grass in search of 
clouds that look like their favorite superstars. 

Confidential was canceled to make room for Experi- 
ence and, in a related move, Velocity moved from 10 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturdays. Although Experience 
didn’t garner many more viewers than Confidential, 
scoring a 0.7 rating in its premiere, WWE_executives 
were confident in the overall-strategy. 

WWE cable programming had been absent from 
Sunday mornings since May. 2001. 





lf any of the contestants from Survivor: Pearl Islands 
saw Jonny Fairplay’s debut in NWA-TNA, A.J. Styles 
made them very happy. Whether by faking news of his 
grandmother's death to gain sympathy from other 
Survivor competitors, or horning his way into the 
wrestling business with relatively little in-ring talent, 
Fairplay truly deserved the power bomb that Styles 
gave him as a welcome gift on the smooth talker’s first 
night in TNA. 

Certainly, Fairplay—whose real name is Jon Dalton— 
wouldn't have had a chance of landing a spot in a pro- 
motion as visible as TNA two years ago, when he 
served as Roddy Piper’s personal assistant. When Piper 
and Fairplay were involved in an auto accident, and “Hot 
Rod” accused him of intentionally crashing the vehicle in 
an attempt to kill him, Fairplay had to find another route 
into pro wrestling ... and he found Survivor. 

From Fairplay’s regular column in the Star tabloid to 
the publicity he might be able to bring the promotion on 
shows such as Entertainment Tonight and Access 
Hollywood, TNA officials thought his star power 
alone—and not his wrestling ability—would provide a 
boost to pay-per-view buy rates and their prospects for 
a national cable deal. 

“The most successful wrestling personalities evoke 
passion—one way or another—from the fans,” said 
TNA President Dixie Carter. “Based on the reaction 
Jonny drew from 20-plus million viewers weekly, 
there’s no doubt he will ignite controversy and intrigue 
each week on TNA's pay-per-views.” 

Fairplay no doubt ignited controversy and intrigue with 
his former mentor, Piper, when he launched a “Piper's 
Pit”-style segment on TNA’s pay-per-views. 








Rick Steamboat agreed to an engagement with Ring of 
Honor for an April 23 show in St. Paul; Minnesota, serving 
as a special referee in a match pitting Bryan Danielson 
against C.M. Punk. Instead, Stearnboat becarne involved 
in a chain of events that caused him to aggravate an injury 
he first suffered 17 years ago. 

When “The Dragon” declared Danielson the winner at 
the end of the sensational 25-minute thriller, Punk took 
exception to Steamboat'’s officiating and pummeled the 
legend with the help of his running buddy, Colt Cabana. 
ROH tag team champions The Briscoe Brothers ran into 
the ring and saved Steamboat from the unwarranted 
attack. Steamboat returned the favor later in the show, 
when the Briscoes got into a brawl with Punk and Cabana. 
The former NWA World champion humbled Punk and 
Cabana with hard chops and armdrags. Punk and Cabana 
gained their revenge on the Briscoes the next night in 
Chicago Ridge, Illinois, where they ended their six-month 
title reign. 

The Second City Saints’ revenge against Steamboat 
came on May 22 in Philadelphia. Steamboat and Punk 
agreed to a face-to-face confrontation that night. When the 
verbal encounter turned physical, Steamboat climbed to 
the top rope to deliver his famous flying bodypress. At that 
“moment, Cabana ran out of the locker room and knocked 
— him off: The vindictive Punk grabbed the timekeeper’s bell, 
leaped trom the top turnbuckle, and rammed the bell 
across Stearnbvuat's throat, just as Randy Savage had 
done to him in 1987 

The recovering Stearnboat demanded another con- 
‘frontation with Punk to occur at ROH’s Shane Sharnrock 
Memorial Cup, scheduled for June 24 in Glen Burnie, 

Maryland. 


Wearing a white outfit and sporting bleached-white 
hair, Mordecai looked like the anti-Undertaker when he 
made his WWE TV debut. Mordecai claimed to 
embrace the light instead of the dark side, but his 
actions in the ring suggested otherwise. 

Mordecai used roughhouse techniques—punches, 
Kicks, and rams into the outside ringposts—to dominate 
Scotty Too Hotty at Judgment Day on May 16. When 
Scotty foolishly seized an opening to do the worm, 
Mordecai pulled him down, stomped him, and leveled 
him with a clothesline. After gazing at the ceiling for a 
moment, Mordecai executed a crucifix bomb (Razor’s 
edge) for the pinfall in less than three minutes. 

Likewise, Mordecai interrupted a match between 
Billy Kidman and Akio at the May 18 Smackdown tap- 
ing. He attacked both men and left them laying, claim- 
ing they—like Scotty—were guilty of sins. 

Mordecai was known as Seven before entering 
WWE. Seven-rose to prominence in Memphis when 
that was a developmental territory, and joined The Dis- 
ciples of Synn when he moved on to Ohio Valley: He 
had a twisted-outlook even then, stating he used the 
Seven Deadly Sins as guidelines for his life. The 65”, 
285-pounder defeated Leviathan (Batista) in Levi- 
athan’s last match in OVW, thereby becoming the top 
heel in the territory. Most recently, he held the South- 
ern tag team title with Bane, who is now known as 
Tyson Tomko—Christian’s bodyguard—on Raw. 

As spring turned to-summer, a clash between Mor- 
decai and The Undertaker seemed inevitable. 





How did a respected grappler like Nick Dinsmore 
become WWE's resident simpleton? No, Dinsmore didn't 
experience a mental breakdown, nor did he suffer severe 
head trauma in an accident. He simply lost the Ohio Valley 
championship to Matt Morgan. 

WWE executive John Laurinaitis, who had been run- 
ning OVW as if it were his personal kingdom and con- 
trolled all of the promotion’s titles, was furious when one of 
his stooges, Dinsmore, lost the heavyweight belt to 
Morgan on April 14. Morgan, the Jough Enough standout 
best known as a member of Team Lesnar at last year’s 
Survivor Series, was considered Jim Ross’ enforcer in 
OVW. That made Dinsmore’s loss all the more embar- 
rassing to Laurinaitis. 

So Laurinaitis.made an example out of Dinsmore. 
Laurinaitis gave Dinsmore_his long-awaited promotion to 
WWE, but punished him with a gimmick that would make 
him seem like a moron. As Eugene,.the slow-witted 
nephew of Eric Bischoff, Dinsmore would be forced to ruin 
his career by acting like an utter fool. 

But Dinsmore outsmarted Laurinaitis by transforming 
Eugene into one of the most popular wrestlers on Raw, an 
idiot savant who seems lovable to the fans yet possesses 
a natural knack. for wrestling. Indeed, Dinsmore portrayed 
Eugene.as.a truly special person—not a slovenly and 
drooling nitwit, which has been depicted too often in pro 
wrestling. 

Eugene-ious, indeed! 








Five months before Steve Williams revealed that he 


had been diagnosed with throat cancer, he joined a group 
of Mid-Atlantic Championship Wrestling stars for a show 
at the Huadu Stadium in Guangzhou; China,.on New 
Year's Day. Approximately 6,100 spectators gathered to 
see China’s very first professional wrestling event. 

Williams defended his Mid-Atlantic title against former 
UWF rival Terry Taylor in the main-event; “Dr. Death,” uti- 
lizing basic amateur techniques and brute. power, was a 
tough opponent for Taylor, who combined finesse with 
greater speed. The Mid-Atlantic champ beat-Taylor in a 
28-minute marathon. 

Said Williams: “I’m no stranger to wrestling in the Far 
East, but | was awestruck by the reception we got in 


' Guangzhou. Wrestling in China is totally different than 


wrestling in Japan. Over in Japan, the fans truly appreciate 
wrestling and follow it intently, so you generally get a posi- 
tive reaction from them. In China, we had no idea how 
we'd be received. They loved it. To perform in front of the 
Chinese and to win them over with a form of entertainment 
they’ve never seen before, that was truly satisfying.” 

Also on the show, Mid-Atlantic junior heavyweight 
champion Chris Hamrick (pictured executing a piledriv- 
er) beat former titleholder Rikki Nelson, Bruiser Bradley 
beat Jeff Justice, and Andrue Bain defeated former 
NWA champ Mike Rapada. In a match between NWA 
Florida wrestlers, Frankie Capone downed Lex Lovett. 
All of the matches went past the 10-minute mark. 


Although she was a former women’s champ, Molly 
Holly was in a rut in WWE. Molly had been the go-getter 
cousin of Hardcore and Crash, the Juliet to Spike Dudley's 
Romeo, The Hurricane’s Mighty Molly, the girl who used 
her strong morals as a gimmick, and the one with the extra 
“junk in her trunk.” Molly was running out of concepts, so 
something drastic had to be done to land her a prime spot 
at WrestleMania XX. 

Molly agreed to put her hair against the women’s cham- 
pionship held by Victoria. Near the»end of the five-minute 
match, Molly sent Victoria neck-first into-the ropes and 
power-bombed her from the second turnbuckle. Molly 
even tried to use Victoria's favorite maneuver, the widow's 
peak, as her own finisher. But Victoria, quite familiar with 
the setup of the move, took Molly over with a backslide to 
score the pinfall and retain the title. 

The following, minutes will be part of any WrestleMania 
highlight reel for years to-come. A groggy Molly was 
Strapped into’a barber's chair. Fans could tell Victoria was 
serious when she pulled out.an-electric clipper for a close 
shave, instead of scissors:.No, Molly didn’t receive a crew- 
cut, as Kevin Nash.did after. losing a hair vs. hair match to 
Chris Jericho last year. Instead, Victoria was as thorough 
as Edge when he shaved Kurt Angle bald’a-couple of 
years ago. Unlike Angle, whose hairline was already bat- 
tling Mother Nature, Molly possessed thick, lustrous hair. 

Thanks to Victoria, all of it ended up on the floor. Molly 
screamed in horror. She had become the first bald diva 
since Yulie Brynner! 
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Smackdown has the Guerreros and Rico. In the 1980s, 
Alabama had the Armstrongs and Adrian Street. And, for 
at least one evening in 2004, the fans of the old 
Continental Wrestling Federation had them again. 

All-Star Productions and the American Wrestling 
Federation held the reunion show at the Dothan Civic 
Center on January 16. An impressive crowd of 2,000 fans 
attended the event to see so many of their long-time 
favorites. 

Brad Armstrong, at 42 years of age and favoring a bad 
knee, turned in a good performance—along with father 
Bob (who made his pro debut in 1966) and brother B.G. 
James (who was actually too young to compete when the 
CWF was:in business)—and led his family to victory over 
former Southeast-favorite and current WWE executive 
Tom Prichard, Blake Richards, The Assassin, and Mr. 
Fantasy. It was billed as Brad’s retirement match. Steve 
Armstrong teamed with former Rock 'n’ Roll Express 
member Robert Gibson to defeat Humongous and Boom- 
er Lynch, while perennial U.S..junior heavyweight champi- 
on “Nightmare”.Ken Wayne beat ex-WCW referee Scott 
Armstrong. 

Perhaps the most impressive veteran was “Exotic” 
Adrian Street, who, at 62 years old, defeated Al Savage in 
a “makeover” match. Street later confessed that he 
worked so hard in that bout/because he thought the win- 
ner. had to wear a dress. Of course; Street's long-time 
valet, Miss Linda, accompanied him. 

Also of note, Aeon Flexx defeated Ronnie Fargo for 
the AWF championship. Former Southeast standouts 
“Cowboy” Bob Kelly and Donnie Fargo also attended 
the show. 
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wrestling argain packs! 
te Wher is pane? 


The first round of our Bargain Pack offer was so popular, you nearly cleaned us 
out! So we scoured our warehouse and chose additional titles for “the ultimate 
back issue offer.” 










Like we said before: This is the best back issue offer we’ve ever made—and the 
best we’re going to make! 


less than $1.50 per issue! It's true! 


For a limited time, you can purchase grab bag bargain packs 
containing random issues of Wrestling Superstars, Wrestle America, 
Sports Review Wrestling, and our Annuals and Yearbooks, most of 

which are vintage issues from the 1980s and early-’90s. You don’t get 
to choose the magazines we send, but you do choose between a grab 
bag containing 12 magazines or a grab bag containing six magazines! 


jually, these magazines would cost $5 apiece. For this special 
PY offer—and only while supplies tet al receive either 12 magazines 
for $16.95 (a savings of more than $43!) or six magazines for $12.95 
(a savings of more than $17!). Postage is included! 





What’s the catch? There isn’t one. We will put together the bargain packs, and 
while we'll try to maintain a variety (and we'll never repeat an issue in any given 
pack), we cannot allow substitutions or returns. 





Please indicate method of payment: 
| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


LJ VISA _| MasterCard 
| am enclosing $16.95 for a 12-issue bargain pack | Card # — nae 


Expiration Date: 
MO/YR 


VES! | would like to get in on wrestling’s 
ultimate back issue offer! 


| am enclosing $12.95 for a 6-issue bargain pack 


Signature: , = 2 = = 
Send to: 

NAME i aS Ta aus al a Ss — 
London Publishing Co. Ret tees oe 
PO. Box 910 a ie i ae 
Fae, PA 19034 CHIN ——_——STATE__z|P_ 


WinUs nada and all foreign countnes. $24.00 tor 12 issue pack ($3/ 00 atnail), $16.15 for 6-issue pack ($23.35 airmail). International money orders in U.S. funds only for all orders 
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By Dan Murphy 


q ij F THERE’S ONE thing more prestigious in the NWA-TNA 





universe than holding the NWA heavyweight championship, 
it just might be being the top contender to the NWA heavy- 





W(=tfelal@elar-lunle)(e)arsial| ep 


Or so it seems lately in the wacky, topsy-turvy world of TNA, 


where half a dozen wrestlers all can stake a legitimate claim to 


being the number-one contender to the promotion’s top prize. 


In the weeks leading up to A.J. Styles’ stirring (and surpris- 


ing) title win over Jeff Jarrett on April 21, six men—Styles, 
Abyss, Ron “The Truth” Killings, “Wildcat” Chris Harris, D-Lo 
Brown, and Raven all won so-called “number-one contenders” 
bouts. Each was promised a title match at some point down the 
road, and, none materialized, at least not immediately. As those 
wrestlers were beating one another to a pulp for a title shot, 





Jarrett sat back and simply watched the turmoil unfold. On the 
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rare occasions when Jarrett was forced to defend his 
title—such as the much-hyped March 17 match 
against Harris—he was as fresh as a loaf of bread that 
had just been pulled out of the oven, while his oppo- 
nent was worn down and battle-weary. 

It was like the NHL Stanley Cup playoffs, when one 
team sweeps one series and sits back for a week and 
V7) Cot a [-S-90 | CW oe) (clalitc] Mme) ) elelatcial Com (gm (a(-Mal=) 4 Micelle B=] 1) 
but kill each other in a drawn-out seven-game series. 

Factor in Jarrett’s sneaky heel tactics and outside 
interference from other contenders seeking to be part 
of a title match, and it was almost a given that Jarrett 
would walk away with the title. 

Raven’s prematch attack on Harris on April 21, 
Vallolsmcct-eli (cre Mm icelsM@allomigtlcy(e-|((olame)U:) male) me (-ittlale| 
the title shot himself that night, and TNA Director of 
Authority Vince Russo’s last-minute bait-and-switch 
move of replacing the injured Harris with Styles finally 
broke Jarrett’s six-month stranglehold on the NWA 
title. But now that Styles is the king of the mountain 
and his former adviser is in the top decision-making 
position in TNA, Styles could very well be poised for a 
lengthy title reign. 

“Ym not going to lie to you. There was a part of me 
iste] Mi folate (-ic-re Mim Me M-\V(-]m@e(-) a@-lale)igi-ime) eyelelate lal iam (om el 
NWA champion,” the soft-spoken Styles said recently. 
iMate) an (elmer: Mes) elale Me) M@-\-18) Ml Malle alemeretl ice) me) ee 
might still be just another contender. And maybe a Pin 
frustrated) contender like @ lot of other guys around Sonny Siaki wasn’t a contender to the NWA title when this photo 


here. But now that I have my title back, I’m going todo was taken, but maybe he'll decide he wants to be in the title mix 
whatever it takes to hold on to it. And if the wrestlers — soon. All the better for A.J. Styles, actually. 
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Styles has a number of complex submission holds he can use to beat any opponent of any style . And if 
an opponent is worn down coming into a match with him, a win could come that much easier for him. 
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Jeff Jarrett will always be a threat to whoever holds the NWA gold. 
The fact that so many others are gunning for the title would be trou- 
bling to some champions. Styles sees it differently. 


MIM of-M Feletiale Mm are\Ucm Come (eM (alcelelelamial-M dinle Me) m-i (Ulm mel(e| 
just to get one title shot, then | think I'll be in for 
a long, long reign.” 

Styles’ prediction is more than mere bravado 
or ego. The fact of the matter is that some deep- 
rooted feuds have emerged from the morass 
that is the number-one contender scene. Raven 
still considers it his “destiny” to be NWA cham- 
pion, and he won't stand for anyone else getting 
within sniffing distance of his title. Jarrett is 
TNA’s franchise player and still has more than 
Tato} ifelam oe) ii tier] Mj (ce). (ome-voM tloM | Mer-lat-l inl \m el=m (0) on 
bying for numerous rematches. Harris—the 
ite ]a)tiel mm ce) oMeve) al (-1ale(-) coe r-l-Meele)el-le Me) Mal (-Melel(or 
Ta sslo)set-)5) emr-lale Mm al-M-mele)ialem Com el-male)lelisle male) tat 
ing back as he continues his pursuit. 

Harris, Jarrett, and Raven have long histories 
with each other. They have spilled each other’s 
'e) folele M-t-\"(-1 ¢-] Mn lt -s eam Mee (=) am (obs) AY (=. Mike) g(-me) | 
them might have to get through the other two— 
and the three are so evenly matched that a 
fod (=Fe] rote) me) eMerejal(ciale(- malic @s dome (oe 

Killings, Abyss, and Brown represent the 
t-Tele} ate im t(-) ame) M@eist-li(-lale(-1e-m NI =| ¢>Mer-|el-1e)(- me) 
diving into the fray and making an impact, but | 
they're all preoccupied with other feuds at the 
moment. | 

NWA-TNA blow-by-blow man Mike Tenay | 
agrees that Styles seems to be in for a long run 
as champion. 


“The situation we have here in TNA is that some of 
the sport’s top competitors have made their quest for 
the NWA title into a very personal issue,” Tenay said. 
“Jarrett was able to exploit those personal feelings 
relate o}i @ere)al (iale(=)mr-ler-lial-) mere)al(ciale(-) ame) AY (Marloes 
ited some of the fruits of Jarrett’s labor, and he might 
have a chance to almost relax at times as Raven, 
Harris, Jarrett, and the rest battle it out for their shot. 
Keep in mind that Vince Russo likes to make people 
earn their title shots. But Styles shouldn't get too 
cocky, because any contender he does face is going 
to be committed to making the most of his chance. 
After all, who knows when they'll get another shot?” 

Another thing working in Styles’ favor is his relation- 
ship with Russo. The two embraced after Styles beat 
Jarrett for the title, seemingly showing their feud is a 
thing of the past. While Russo has pretty much walked 
the straight and narrow since his latest return to TNA, 
he has always been known to play favorites. It would be 
just like Russo to book Raven against Abyss in a brutal 
“Clockwork Orange House Of Fun” match, and then 
have the winner face a fresh Styles later that same 
night. While Styles wouldn’t be ducking challengers in 
the traditional sense, Russo could give him some dis- 
tinct advantages whether he intends to do so or not. 

As we've seen time and time again, things can 
change in TNA at a moment’s notice. But take a good 
look at the landscape in Nashville, and it’s easy to see 
why Styles is one very happy and confidentman. 
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Christopher Daniels had a nice little rivalry with Styles going in Ring of 
Honor a while back. If he wants a shot at Styles in TNA, he'll need to go 
through a few others first. 
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\WWE KNOW WHO'LL 
oe 

.BE BACK FIRST! 

2 @ By 


By Frank Krewda 


HE quintessen- 
tial blue-chip pros- 
pect, the most high- 
ly prized free agent, and 
Fl gel ti-le) Mh tal-Muusles-) i elejeleltclme-l ule! 
recognizable wrestler in history. 
All three are former world champs in 
WWE. So there’s little doubt Vince 
f McMahon and WWE fans alike hoped 
| for some big things out of Brock 
* Lesnar, Bill Goldberg, and even Steve 

: Austin in 2004. 
What Vince and WWE fans cer- 
: tainly didn’t expect was for all three 
CoM 'E- 1) @eltl @elamdul-meteliilel-lih aero) 
>) abruptly and in such rapid succes- 
t sion. Fortunately for McMahon, 
all three former WWE super- 
stars have egos almost the 

size of his. 

To his credit, and that 
. of the remaining WWE 
. roster members, Mc- 
Mahon has been able to 
elevate the quality of 











‘. . 
How surreal it was to watch Brock 
Lesnar vs. Goldberg at WrestleMania 
knowing that only the guest referee, 
Steve Austin, would still be on the 
WWE roster the next day. Now even 
Austin is gone! 


‘? 
- 
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It was obvious watching Lesnar battle Goldberg that Brock 
couldn't wait to leave WWE. We'll have a better idea of what his 


future with WWE will be come the end of August, when NFL 
teams make their final cuts. 


wrestling on both brands—Raw more than Smack- 
down—and put on quite a few top-notch pay-per- 
views in their absence. 

However, it’s no secret that “goodbyes” are more 
like “see ya laters” in professional wrestling, especial- 
ly in WWE. And Vinnie Mac would be foolish to shut 
the door on Lesnar, Goldberg, or Austin if they wanted 
back in. Given that the likes of Sable and Roddy Piper 
were given second chances with the company when 
no one expected to ever see them in a WWE ring 
again, we know McMahon hasn't shut that door. 

Even if they won’t admit it publicly, deep in their 
hearts, Austin, Goldberg, and Lesnar know they’ll 
never reach the same level of fortune and celebrity 
they achieved as WWE performers—no matter what 
career paths they choose. TNA and Japan might be 
Tal(ciccs-Jtlave Mme) e) ((elat-wmr-lale M1 (01-) ame) me ole) taMereltl (eM ego) le (-¥ 
some nice paydays, but sooner or later, one of these 
guys (or maybe all three) is bound to show up on Raw 
and/or Smackdown once again. 

But which one are we most likely see back in a 
WWE ring first? THE WRESTLER’S Special analysis below 
breaks down each performer’s situation to reveal the 
‘ole le l-Srolalr-\ ela tcs 


BROCK LESNAR 
WHY HE LEFT: if you haven’t checked out the cover 
story of the July double-issue of PW/, we suggest you 
CROF ¥ ey. 


’ Wars 
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do so for a comprehensive analysis of the Lesnar situ- 
ation. In a nutshell, a spate of injuries, WWE’s 
relstatrelaleliarem olcla(elgtitclsecmielg(ccel 6) (cme isles iitell (cre malt 
time at home with his young daughter—and the gener- 
al chaos of a professional wrestler’s existence took 
their toll on Lesnar, who checked out immediately 
after his disappointing match with Goldberg at 
WrestleMania XX (he didn’t even stick around for any 
of the event's after-parties). Also, Lesnar’s somewhat 
FelCole)mellerelalc li Mm (tiem ircleMelsiclamiec\V =) [ale Mela maltcmaciers) al G 
ly purchased private jet by the end of his tenure) made 
him a less-than-popular guy backstage. The cumula- 
tive effect of these factors on his body and mind was 
enough to send Lesnar, who didn’t grow up loving pro 
wrestling but loved the money he made doing it, pack- 
ing. A derisive and vocal reception by fans at 
WrestleMania XX, after they caught wind of his immi- 
nent departure, most likely cemented what must have 
been a somewhat difficult decision to walk away and 
leave so much WWE money on the table. 

WHAT HE'S DOING NOW: At last check, Lesnar, 26, 
was training in Arizona in preparation for a tryout with 
several NFL teams. So far, a few have expressed an 
interest in at least looking at him. “Why not? Every- 
thing intrigues me if it helps us win another game,” 
said Mike Tice, head coach of the Minnesota Vikings, 
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There really isn't much more for Lesnar to accomplish in WY/E, and 
sieMe lela) MoM el-M-MelleMel-lem@elmalicMel-l0lels(-a-M ce \ miele cm elelit Le 
though, he’ll have to decide how much he misses those big WV/E 
paychecks, the spotlight, and/or the thrill of performing. 







Goldberg uae never looked completely y comfortable wrestling | in 
WWE (above). And he doesn't hide unhappiness well. He’s never had 
many bad things be) say Fleleltlg competing Pane vale however (igh. an 

f* 


the team for which the Minnesota resident has the 
most interest in playing. : 

Why not, indeed? Despite the fact that Lesnar has 
ever played a down of football beyond ‘the high | 
chool level and hasn’t even decided on ‘a position, he , 
as some very obvious. athletic ice News. reports” be hes fi 
aimed that he showed up to train at 283 | pounds | ’ 

4.65 time in the 40-yard dash, a 35-inch vertical leap, | 
and a 10-foot standing long jump. He could also- 
ench 225 pounds for 30 repetitions. If accurate, those — 
umbers are excellent, and they were recorded befo. ore 
he began training in earnest. He isn't very li likely 1 to | 

ome “The Next Big Thing” in football, ‘but what do 

eams have to lose by taking a peak? With ‘Sous Ta 
Illustrated preparing a piece on Lesnar’: ‘Ss quest 1 to even quite a few promising draft. picks are. Big Brock 
ump from pro wrestling to the Nae and other media recently suffered a minor setback in his quest to build 

utlets likely to take notice as well, it wouldn't be « a a pro football career when he crashed his motorcycle 

hock if some team at least took Lesnar to training into a car. But as of press time, he was fully recovered 

from what were described as minor injuries. 
-WHAT’S HOLDING BACK HIS RETURN: Two 
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mp with it. oboe 
A ain, what would it hurt? He could always ibe: cut— 
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least 8 possibility, although it’s not 
Boeking like it ll happen in WWE. 


& plished athlete who knows the 
_ dream w 
but what happens if he 


doesn’t make | cl Foster this 


f ee for another shot in 


_ fair 


a “It looked. like. Austin’: 's Sapeer asa 
wrestler ended with a loss to The 
Rock at WrestleMania XIX (above). 


Now it looks like a dream show- 
down WER DMCTolleleleige Mm Gulelite mlm} | 


7 points: Lesnar is an accom- 


sacrifice Tale | dedication 
~ required to make it in the NFL. 
He’ ‘Ss not likely \Coere Ui Me) ammal rs 
thout making a com- 
mitted effort to succeed first; 





bility? pdee he recommit to 


2005? Consider the Canadian 
Football: League? Or does he 
“just go home and ponder his 
‘next move? Jim Ross has publicly stated that the 
company would welcome Lesnar back, but preferably 
after he establishes himself as a legitimate football 


_ standout. Second, and more importantly, Brock is 


clearly disillusioned about professional wrestling as.a 


te career, although he did visit with Vince McMahon and 
_ others backstage when Aaw came to Phoenix in May. 


If WWE offers a new lucrative deal that includes fewer 


ae dates, ‘the chances that Lesnar will return to an envi- 


coment he found so distasteful in the next year are 
rly high. 
nian RETURN FIRST: 3:1 


Ye cr GOLDBERG 


| (HE LEFT: Dissatisfaction with the direction of 





4 "his career in WWE. Disillusionment with the WWE 
- product. Resentment toward WWE_fans who booed 
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his match at WMXX against Lesnar. Goldberg is ¢ 
J itlelelelou mei th anv ailomn 1 .¢-Wm Mctctar-lommelioleM ane la-t-li time 
becoming a professional wrestler when he was a little 
boy. He also didn’t love the lifestyle, and when he was 
unhappy, he let people know. He had a pretty gooc 
ifo(=¥-We-| olel Ol ai aroli mm al=M talelblelal @lal=mjnlel0](o ll ol MU Love m= [ale 
portrayed in WWE and wasn’t thrilled to listen to alter. 
native points of view. When he didn’t appear on Rav 
or Smackdown in the weeks leading up to wha 
should have been a monster showdown with Lesnai 
at WrestleMania XX (he had already made enougt 
Fe) o) ol=t- lec a(ecxoMm COMIUIIII| Mtl tomole)alig-(ei(Ur-] Mme) el l(et-] ile) atc) Pal 
was obvious he wouldn't be signing a new contrac! 
after the big event. 

WHAT HE'S DOING NOW: Despite clearing his sched. 
ule of WWE commitments, Goldberg’s plate remains 


full. Upon leaving WWE, he announced plans to returr 

































































at almost any time. 


to Japan’s Hustle promotion. Perhaps fans there will 
give him the type of adulation he can’t always get from 
American fans, as ferocious and muscular foreigners 
seem to go over huge in the Orient. Other projects 
include various movie and television appearances 
and, apparently, Goldberg is still kicking around the 
fe(=* We) @ia'iluleMalcmat-laleM-l@-jeleleluileleliiiie Mia oe Me) Mallia cs 
Tate Miolmirlelalcs\a 

WHATS HOLDING BACK HIS RETURN: In a televised 
interview during halftime of a recent Lakers-Spurs 
playoff basketball playoff game that he was attending 
with his pal Steve Austin, Goldberg said, “Vince 
McMahon can kiss my tuchas” when asked if he’d 
return to WWE. He then drove the point home even 
further by commenting that “I'll come back 50 years 
after Steve Austin does.” 

By all appearances, Goldberg is prepared to put 
this phase of his career behind him and not look back. 
PVateM(tcoleliare Miceliim Malet (eli t-lalelam-Mear-le-(ei(clar sli 
of Goldberg as a “disappointment” in the early stages 
of his WWE run as well as Creative’s silly agenda to 
e (Tele) al-igvioi Mig (-mCle)(elel-lceMelal-lalelii-ale pmlc o wow Ltt 
chance WWE will pursue him as hotly a second time. 
Aisl-tae-let-liammClol(elel-lceMal-leMel-\-lam- MVelei(-cel ema AU Ys = 
late Mm (onl t-lalela mer git(omce]ar- Mm (e)sle Mm (lst(-mm olel alee) igme-y(e(-1— 
CAV(=Valterel|\Vae (eo) at- Me (=r-| Mele) s(-mm | @-M ale) @els) me) miil-mersl lime) | 
possibility that he'll return on a short-term basis, per- 
haps to build for one big pay-per-view match. 

ODDS HE’LL RETURN FIRST: 10:1 


STEVE AUSTIN 

WHY HE LEFT: Surprise, surprise surprise. Steve 
Austin didn’t walk out over character development 
issues with Vince McMahon—at least not this time. 
“The Texas Rattlesnake’s” latest real-life act of defi- 
ance came as a result of an intellectual property dis- 
pute. Austin wanted the rights to the “Stone-Cold” 





There are more than a few in WWE who weren't that upset about the departure of the butt-kicking 
(but non-wrestling) Austin from WWE. Still, the rift between him and McMahon could be patched up 


moniker, which would 
give him the freedom to 
use the name in non- 
WWE ventures, and the 
right to choose his out- 
side projects without 
getting McMahon's 
blessing. Austin refused 
to sign a new contract if 
WWE wasn’t going to 
meet his demands. For 
the time being, WWE 
has wished Austin “the 
best of luck in future 
endeavors” on its Web 
| site, which is really 
| nothing more than a 
_| friendly way of saying, 
“You're out of here, but 
we won't bury you on 
our TV shows, and may- 
be we could talk again in the future.” 

WHAT HE'S DOING NOW: Last we heard, Austin was 
spending some time in Los Angeles with Goldberg 
and recuperating from the many bumps and bruises 
that seemed to end his in-ring career. We've also 
heard rumors Austin might want to help Goldberg put 
together a pay-per-view event that would feature a 
much-anticipated, dream Goldberg-Austin main event 
match. If a deal ever came together, it would.likely 
happen in Japan and probably be shown on pay-per- 
view in the U.S. Austin has also gone through another 
trying round of publicized personal problems with an 
ex-girlfriend. 

WHATS HOLDING BACK HIS RETURN: Greed and pig- 
headedness on both sides. Austin feels it was his exe- 
folU i ifola Me) Malem lal cclatlelet-Mmbe) (olalces Oto) (eMmmelal-l¢-(e)(-) an (irc 
made the nickname so recognizable and made WWE 
ToM ale) ace lU alate Mm tgicMt-] (com Bchol 0 mam @) Mole)! e-i- mn) [04 \'/F-lalola) 
wants to be recognized for WWE's (his) role in devel- 
o) o)lalei-laleMeleclaleligreMig(-Mibe) (olg(ce Ove) (e Mlat-lii (oma @re)enle)()(c1 
Tole) alice) MUlelbl(eMaleMelelble\M@el lcm Vl) m-Mulleliciale)colilicn 
Walt m Colello Malcl sMallimeleliiomsMeri¢c - moll licilemuiccciillale 
much more quickly and lucratively. However, Mc- 
Mahon isn’t about to give up his stake in Austin’s 
potential windfall without making him sweat. 

Given their hot and cold personal relationship and 
Austin’s triendship with Ross, it’s probable both sides 
will realize they’re better off with each other than with- 
out and will reach some kind of settlement. We think 
Austin has at least one WWE match left in him. Austin 
downplayed the need for him to retain the “Stone- 
Cold” name during that same halftime interview but 
offered a much more diplomatic take on a possible 
return to WWE than Goldberg. “Never say never,” he 
said. What? No foul-mouthed show of disrespect? 
That tells you all you need to know about his return. 

ODDS HELL RETURN FIRST: 3:2 0 
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Even after Eugene made his 
first WWE appearance, Nick 
Dinsmore was defending the 
OVW title whenever he could. 


That's Johnny Jeter’s neck 

that he’s wrenching. Remem~., 3 
ber, Nick's skill is still inside 
Eugene's body. 





By Dan Murphy 


LAND. 
It's a five-letter word that can be a death sentence for an up-and-coming pro wrestler. 


No matter how technically proficient you may be, no matter how big your biceps may be, once 
you're tagged as “bland,” you might as well start applying for jobs in the insurance industry. For better 
a se Pas or for worse, a bland wrestler just isn’t going to make it very far in this business in the 21st century. 
Reape, “Bland” was the word that dangled from Nick Dinsmore’s neck like the proverbial albatross for a 
or te long time. No matter how many championships he won in Ohio Valley Wrestling, or how many com- 
parisons to Chris Benoit, Dean Malenko, and The Dynamite Kid he drew, Dinsmore couldn't ditch the 


label of being a bland wrestler. 
For the past several years, Dinsmore, 26, has been OVW’s franchise player, having won the 


heavyweight title eight times. He was the promotion’s top babyface, and he broke the fans’ 
hearts by teaming up with the dastardly Inspector Impact a few months back. Known as “Mr. 
Wrestling,” Dinsmore achieved every goal he possibly could in OVW. 
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sali ake « a “eG and just try to imagine how 
_Dinsrr 10 re must have felt as he watched wrestler 
a “after wrestler leave the confines of the teeny 
£-* 4 Davis Arena for the bright lights of WWE. Wres- 
¥| tlers he beat. In some cases, wrestlers he 
trained. Wrestlers who were a lot less polished. 
Yet save for the occasional house show open- 
ing match, Dinsmore never got the callup. 
WWE's official Web site even ran a brief item in 
valle it noted that Dinsmore might never make 
the big time. 
“Al because some people said he was bland. 
So “Mr. Wrestling” hatched his most brilliant 
scheme ... by playing dumb. 

That's right. Despite what WWE Creative 
would have you believe, Nick—make that Eu- 


Fan favorite Nick Dinsmore—short hair and all—had great matches with Doug gene—Dinsmore is not "mentally challenged.” In 


Basham, when Basham wrestled as the masked Machine, in OVW in 2001. 


But it didn’t get him out of OVW. 

Dinsmore had signed his WWE developmental contract 
long before a baby-faced rookie by the name of Brock 
Lesnar ever showed up in Louisville. Dinsmore was there 
to show John Cena the ropes and to humble villains like 
Rico Costantino, Doug Basham, Leviathan (Batista), 
Danny Basham, and Rob Conway. In fact, just about every 
young buck who came up through WWE's developmental 
system in OVW had his shoulders pinned squarely to the 
mat at one time or another by “Mr. Wrestling.” 


fact, as we reported way back in a May 2001 
“Introducing” feature on Dinsmore in this very 
magazine, he majored in communications at Indiana 
University Southeast. At some point during his college 
career, he must have taken a class or two in marketing, 
because he has done a heck of a job reinventing himself 
as the first-ever grappler/savant. 

“Nick tried his hardest not to let it show, but it was obvi- 
ous that he was beginning to wonder if he’d ever get that 
elusive callup to the WWE roster,” said one OVW main- 
Stay under condition of anonymity. “l think he always 
thought it would be his mat wrestling skills that would ulti- 





Dinsmore was optimistic about his chances of f joining WWE when he beat Al Snow in 2000 Sbeve 
left). He got a developmental deal, but when his long-time tag team partner, Rob Conway (above 
right), and many others got a call and he didn’t, he had to be worried. 
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ould apply the Crippler crossface so 
killfully (above). He sets up a nice super- 
lex as well (right). It was Eugene who 
unched his ticket to WWE, however. 


nly a great technician like Dinsmore lier > 


jately take him to the promised 
ind, but it just wasn’t happening. | 
ink this Eugene thing was a des- 
erate act by a desperate man. 
uckily, it seems to have paid off.” 

Dinsmore’s desperation move 
yas a big-time gamble. Portraying a § 
nentally challenged character has 
een one of the few taboos even pro 
‘restling has avoided. The charac- 
2r of Eugene has the potential of 
ffending some influential people in 
oth the mainstream media and the 
litical sphere. If the blowback gets P 
ad, WWE might have no choice but | 
> scrap all plans for Eugene } 
vernight, and where would 
linsmore be then? A 

The Eugene character has done F 
1ore than just give Dinsmore the ke 
reative spark he needed to get a 
VWE gig. It also masks some of 
ose true abilities. While many } 
VWE wrestlers who came up 2 
rough OVW are already familiar ef 
“ith just how proficient a technical 
restler he is, there are numerous Raw competitors who 
ad never seen Nick Dinsmore before he was introduced 
Ss Eugene. Their first impression was that Dinsmore was 
othing but a comic relief sidekick handed over to William 
legal. And that’s exactly what Dinsmore wanted them to 
ink. 

Even Conway fell into the trap of taking Eugene lightly. 
linsmore schooled his former OVW tag team partner in 
is debut match on Raw, all because Conway bought into 
linsmore’s brilliant deception. 


ye * 
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“Frankly, Nick has done 
pouch a great job of acting 
... well, slow ... that even 
people who should know 
‘better start forgetting just 
how good a wrestler he is,” 
noted our OVW source. 
“Pretending to be slow is 
“probably the smartest thing 
Dinsmore has ever done! 
And people love him. He 
~even has The Rock on his 
side and talking him up.” 
Perhaps he believes that 
by the time people tire of 
watching Eugene, he'll be 
able to morph back into the 
serious Nick Dinsmore again. 
ee He'll have shown everyone 
Mam just how great a wrestler he 
is and will no longer need 
} such an unusual gimmick to 
_ hold’people’ S attention. 

For now, Dinsmore seems 
to be thoroughly enjoying his 
role as Eugene, and he and 
Regal have developed great 
chemistry as WWE's version 
of Dustin Hoffman and Tom 
Cruise in Rain Man. \f our 
OVW source Is correct and Dinsmore was getting frustrat- 
ed with the wrestling business when he was in OVW, he 
has gotten a fresh start. Ironically, by putting more of a pri- 
ority on his gimmick and less priority on his technical 
wrestling, Dinsmore has rediscovered his passion for 
wrestling. And an inspired “Mr. Wrestling’—no, make that 
an inspired Eugene—could be gunning for the Raw tag 
team or the Intercontinental title within a few months. After 
that, maybe the Raw championship? 

Brilliant. The man is nothing short of brilliant. CO 
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Back issues of The Wrestling Analyst are still available in limited quantities. 
Printed on high-gloss paper and jammed with color photos, The Wrestling Analyst 
received acclaim for its insightful evaluations of top stars, PPV events, and the 
major wrestling federations. Order now before our limited supply is exhausted! 


Please use the order form below, including $5.00 for each issue ordered. 





mn neigors Dashhiichines ln 
Send To: london Publishing to. 

PO. 910 

Fort Washington, PA 19034 


For all orders outside the U.S., please add $1.50 for every issue to be sent via surface mail and $3 for 
every issue to be sent airmail Int'l money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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I Billy Kidman, Goldust, Konnan, Dan () Sept. 2000: Chris Jericho, Edge, Tommy 
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Chavo Guerrero Jr. had been a pretty 
dominant WWE cruiserweight champion 
until he was upset by Jacquelyn in May, 
then won the title back, and then lost it to 
his own father. So much for WWE taking 
the cruiserweight title seriously! 


Bill Goldberg’s first match since 
WrestleMania XX were disappointed 
on May 8. Goldberg had been sched- 
uled to compete in the Japanese 
Hustle Ill pay-per-view, but was forced 
to pull out of the event after develop- 
ing an infection in his right hand. Still, 
any puroresu fans looking for top gai- 
Jin (foreign) talent had to be happy to 
see Scott Hall and Kevin Nash on 
the card. And they had to be thrilled 
with Goldberg’s replacement against 
All-Japan Triple Crown champion 
Toshiaki Kawada., Mick Foley nearly 
won the gold, but Kawada triumphed 
in the end. 

While on the subject of the Japa- 
nese, WWE Creative did an about- 
face on the federation’s newest 
Japanese competitor. The promotion 
had signed Kenzo Suzuki and was 
planning on naming him Hirohito 
after the emperor of Japan during 
World War II and promoting him as 
the emperor's evil grandson. Ap- 
parently, someone in WWE came to 
his senses in time to realize this was a 





WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


p.r. powder keg just waiting to go off, 
and the character was scrapped. 
WWE still has high hopes for Suzuki, 
regardless of what his ring name turns 
out to be. 

What does David Young have to 
do to get a break? Young recently suf- 
fered what was called his 39th con- 
secutive loss—to a rookie’by the 
name of D-Ray 3000 in TNA. | always 
thought Goldberg’s famous streak 
was untouchable. Maybe Young can 
top the streak in losses. 

According to Paul Bearer, The 
Undertaker was rather impressed 
with the debut of Mordecai on Smack- 
down. However, Bearer warns that 
the quasi-religious powerhouse better 
be careful. 


“I'm sure this Mordecai would like 
nothing more than a chance to beat 
my Undertaker,” Bearer said. “He’d 
better think long and hard before he 
comes in search of ‘The Dead Man.’ 
The road to hell is paved with the 
souls of would-be demons who think 
they can dance with ‘Big Evil.” Can't 
say | remember reading that little tidbit 
in the Bible anywhere. 

Finally, a bit of bad news. “Earth- 
quake” John Tenta was recently 
diagnosed with bladder cancer. Tenta 
nearly ended Hulk Hogan’s career in 
a memorable 1990 feud. He has 
vowed to beat the disease. We wish 
him a full and speedy recovery. 

That's what's happening. Catch ya 
again next issue. 





Kenzo Suzuki will not be renamed Hirohito by WWE after all. The company aired vignettes 
hailing his imminent arrival as Hirohito (the name of a famous Japanese emperor) for sever- 
al weeks before scrapping the gimmick. Had it not done so, it probably wouldn't have been 
welcomed back to Japan. 
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May 1979; Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin Von Erich, 
DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & Heenan, Baba-Race, Mr, 
Wrestling ll, Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980; The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: Stevens & 
Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team Title! Also: Kerry 
Von Erich, Backlund & Skaaland, Nick Bockwinkel, 
Zbyszko-Bruno, Keitn-Muraco, Samoans, Wrestling II- 
Idol 

June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “! Want To Break Stan 
Hansen's Neck!” Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & Martel, 
Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar, 
Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich. 

Sept. 1980: Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King,” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
Fernandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko’s Claim: “Tony Garea Begged 
Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, Race-Patera, 
Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, Gilberts, Mr. 
Wrestling |!, Bravo-Bockwinkel 

Oct. 1981; Is The Funk Family Al War? Why Terry Funk 
And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. Also: 
Backtund-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, Rhodes-Khan, 
Kevin Sullivan, Flair-Patera, Verne Gagne. 

Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski-Adonis, Blackjack 
Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, Lawler- 
Kaufman, Mike Graham 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair's Cham- 
pionship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine-Atlas, 
Bob Roop, Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 

May 1982: Bob Backlund's Fourth Anniversary As WWF 
Champion: The All-American Boy Grows Up. Also: 
Koloff-Rich, Superstar Graham, David Von Erich, Putski- 
Morales, Dusty Rhodes. 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The NWA 
Belt Strangled Wrestling's Greatest Friendship. Also: 
Piper-Armstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno Sammartino, 
Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed 

July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper. 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: The 
Tragic Comeback Thal Should Not Have Happened. 
Also: Manny Fernandez, Armstrong-Piper, Biassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan 

Nov. 1982: Clash Of The Titans—Backlund vs. Flair: 
Who's Better? Also: Roddy Piper, Gagne & Brunzell, 
Putski & Snuka, Brian Blair. 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka; Does Pedro Deserve To 
Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton Jr. 
Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windtam, Ted DiBiase, 
JYD-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink, 

Jan, 1983: lvan Putski Humiliates Cowboy Bob Orton: 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pieces? Also: Barry 
Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick Bockwinkel, Flair- 
Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous Kangaroos. 

Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Title From Olio Wanz. Also: 
Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, Martel 
& Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Kamala 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou Albano? Also: Tommy 
Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, Ladd & 
Rhodes, Flair-Orndortt 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose His 
Challengers? Also: Ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, Kerry Von 
Erich, Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine, Gagnes-Martel. 
July 1983: Ric Flair: “I Wrestle The Men Backlund Is 
Afraid Of." Also: Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel-Heenan 

Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Also: 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan & 
Windham. 

Nov, 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fulfill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito Santana, 
Von Erichs-Freebirds 

Dec. 1983; The Night The AWA World Title Was Stolen 
From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry Zbyszko, 


Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David Von 
Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

July 1984: Tommy Rich Is Back! And He Owes It All To 
The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Flair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation Inc., 
Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson Challenge Match: 
Billy Jack Gels Bloody Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also: Roddy Piper, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Kerry Von Erich. 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Will Dusty Rhodes End It ... Or Make It Worse? Also 
Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas, D. Funk, Mike Von Erich, 
Williams-Taylor. 

Jan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Flair's NWA 
Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & Lauper, Koloffs 
& Kernodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott 
McGhee. 

Feb. 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tito Santana's 
Intercontinental Title ... But Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warnors-Sheepherders, 
Flair-Billy Jack, Nikita Kolotf. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Eliering vs. 
Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid. tomorrow's 
stars, Adams-Kevin, Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

May 1985: The Road Warriors vs. Dusty Rhodes & 
Manny Fernandez: Exclusive Coverage Of The Historic 
Tag Team Superbowl! Also: Al-Kaissie-Gagne, Backlund- 
Race, Haynes-Kamala, Tito Santana. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling Out 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbyszko- 
Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy Rich, Oliver- 
Haynes. 

July 1985: It's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: Backlund-Martel, 
Kernodle-Kolotf, Butch Reed, Hernandez & Sunshine, 
Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
T.A., Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Volkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title Shot: Ric 
Flair—“! Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan ts Afraid Of!" 
Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, George 
Steele, Killer Brooks, all-time top 10. 

May 1986: Von Erich Family Feud: Is Lance Coming Be- 
tween Kevin And Kerry? Also: Hansen-Hall, Hillbillies- 
Beefcake & Valentine, Butch Reed, Santana-Ventura. 
June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!" Also: Steve 
Williams, Hogan-Orton, Flair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 

Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreet 
U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. The Freebirds. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Orndorft, Mike Von Erich, 
Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ric Flair's NWA Title Reign: Last Chance To 
Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Kolo'f, Gilbert & Sting, 
Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick Bockwinkel. 

Jan. 1987: Bobby Heenan’s Bitter Crusade To Destroy 
Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, Ted Di- 
Biase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also 
Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkol, Terry Gordy, 
Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Kolofl’s Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka. 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superfeud! Also: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Pau! Orndortf, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve 
Willams. 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Nikita-Cornette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation. Kolofts, Bubba Rogers, 
Missy Hyatt 

Oct, 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The Intercon- 
tinental Title: Is Randy Savage The Fans’ Last Hope. 
Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting-Gilbert, Horse- 
men-Freebirds, Zbyszko-Gagne. 


Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawler, 
Windham-Steiner, Flair-Williams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin, 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors Will 
Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt Hennig, 
Duggan-DiBiase 

Feb, 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without The 
NWA Belt!" Also: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, Hogan- 
Andre, Hennig-Lawler, Terry Taylor 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors- 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, Terry 
Gordy 

May 1988; Bell Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People's Champion! Also: Owen Hart, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hall, Madusa Miceli, Luger-Arn, 

June 1988: How Sting's War With Ric Flair Could Make 
Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel-Zenk, 
Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, Nikita Koloft. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: Windham 
& Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul Ellering, 
Owen & Bret 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not Share 
Our Fans With The Rock 'n' Roll Express!” Also: 
Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 

Jan. 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, Andre- 
Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!” Also: Jeff 
Jarratt, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, Iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: British Bulldogs, 
Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, Mike 
Rotundo, 

June 1989: Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry Zbyszko, Luger-Windham 
by Sting, Ric Flair 

July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Eliering, Michaé! Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! Ex- 
clusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
Champions Vi. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, Great 
Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept, 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't Wrestle 
Terry Funk, Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, Hogan-Zeus, 
Larry Zbyszko, Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beefcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. Also: 
Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes-Luger, 
Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also: Mr. T & Von Enichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T, Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sot. 
Slaughter, 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, P.Y. Chu-Hi, Greg 
Gagne 

March 1990: Funk-Flair: “I Quit!—One War Ends, Two 
More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, Steiners, 
Hogan-Zeus, Jim Cornette 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. Also 
Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd 
Company 

July 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Fiair, 
Doom, Tully Blanchard. 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior Il: You Can Make it Happen. 
Also; Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry Zbyszko. 
Sept. 1990; The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why He 
Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack Haynes. Lex 
Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, Chns 
Von Erich, 

Feb, 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax”! 
Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta-Steamboat. 
Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & Express, 
Norman 

March 1991; Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: Roddy 
Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & 


limited, so don't delay—order today! 


Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 

April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That Remain. 
Also: Ted DiBlase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, Tom Zenk, 
Fabulous Ones, 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF O! The 
Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, 
Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

June 1991; How Much Longer Can We Depend On Hulk 
Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flair-Gigante, Cactus 
Jack, Kevin Von Erich 

July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” Of 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth 

Aug. 1991: If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” ... Would 
Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Also: Luger-Nikita, 
Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Tille—But Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair vs. 
Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The Century? 
Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, Cactus Jack. 

Jan. 1992: The LOD's Championship Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny 8. 
Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett 

Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 
Bounty On Fiair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: Ron 
Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund. R. Steiner- 
Abdullah 

March 1992; After Survivor Series & Tuesday In Texas: 
Has The WWF Title Suffered Irreparable Damage? Also: 
Brian Pillman, Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, Mountie- 
Hart, Jeff Jarrett 

April 1992: Alter A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Orndortf, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels & 
Jannetty 

Dec. 1992: He's Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts Slithers Into 
WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Ron Simmons, Hulk 
Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Rock ‘n’ Rolls. 

May 1992; He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric Flair's 
Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop Him Al Wrestle- 
Mania Vill? Also: Anderson & Eaton, Roddy Piper. Dusty 
Rhodes, USWA Don Owen. 

June 1992: in Ric Flair’s High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW 
titles, Koko B Ware 

July 1992: "Number Two Just Won't Do”: For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Bell Means Failure. Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentine, 
Sabu. 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: WrestleMania’s Ac- 
cidental Hero. Also. Bunkhouse matches, Undertaker- 
Roberts, Sting, JYO, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title Or 
Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, Freebirds- 
Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 
Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perlect Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, 
Buddy Rogers. Dan Spivey, 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting Jake Makes 
Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton, Bushwhackers- 
Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa 
Chono 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

March 1993 (Special Edition); 1992—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Madusa-Paul E., Curt Hennig, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jesse Ventura, Predictions For ’93 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor Ramon, 
Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian Christopher. 

May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash Al WrestleMania? Also: Jim Cornette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Wincham & Rhodes, 
Hennig-Luger. 

Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not Over Yet! 
Also’ Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, Heavenly 
Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel, 

Jan, 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any Way 
You Cook tt, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: Rude-Fiair, 
Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Cornette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen & 
T. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan. 


May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania. Also. Hulk Hogan, Boss, Douglas- 
Sherri, Pathol, improve WCW. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
inevitable Battle. Also, Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett’s 
WWN, Ted Difiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret's Nightmare Team Becomes A Reality: 
Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: Cactus-Vader, MOM, 
Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon. 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue); WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse- 
Rhodes, Public Enemy. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Also: 
Johnny 8. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG-13, 
Hacksaw Duggari. 

March 1995 (Special issue): 1994—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF '95-WWF 
‘85, Ric air, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If ... Also. Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawter-Cornette. 
May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania. Also: Big Bossman, Sherri-Douglas, 
Hulk Hogan, The Patriot. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America. Also. 
Marty Jannetty, Brian Piliman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee 


Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, Austin 
& Piliman, Miss Texas, Gordon Sobe. 

Nov. 1995: If Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's 
Through! Also: Jarrett-Ramon, Mabel, Hogan & Rene- 
gade, WWF legends roundtable. 

Dec. 1995 (Special Issue): Shawn Michaels: Too Good 
To Be Second Best! Also: Wrestling rulebook, Vega- 
Ramon, Mama Cornette, Kamala-Duggan, Big Van Vader, 
Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: This 
Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem-Undertaker, 
Bodies-Cornette, Amn Anderson. 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve Austin, 
wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric air 

June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock ‘n’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan, 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has The 
Title ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do With It! Also: 
Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, Booty Man-Sullivan, 
Mabel 


Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 
Ready To Rule Again. Also. Warnors & Sasaki-Stemers 
& Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabe! & Mo, Blue Meanie 
Nov. 1996: Brian Piliman: Next WWF Champ! Also 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shutfle 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Hair, Mero & Sabie, 
Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaels- 
Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams 


dan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Nex! Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Ower-Bulldog, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: Whal 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misteno Jr, Kevin Nash 

July 1997: infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceotl! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then ‘Taker ... Then Hogan: 
Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart, 
Lex Luger, Ric Hair, Dean Malenko. 

April 1998: “We've Won!" Maybe ... Bul Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia, 
May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into Wrestling Hell! 
Also: Bischotf-Bret-Zbyszko, Meng & Barbarian, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, ECWA ladder match. 

June 1998: Hollywood Hogan: 10 More Dirty Deeds ... 
And Then He's Outta Here! Also: DeGeneration X, Jim 
Comette, Randy Savage, yesterday and today 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title Isn't 
Enough For The Macho Man: What's Next? Also. Ric 
Flair, Headbangers-Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Chris Chetti, Mero & 
Sable. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also. Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. Also: 
Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, Antonio Inoki, 
Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just Talk! Also. Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett Black- 
mart, Melanie Piliman, Rey Misterio Jr, 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceott! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane, 

Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!” A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war. 

Jan. 1999: Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor Series. 
Also. Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- 
way title matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives Sham- 
rock & The Rock. Also; McMahon-Austin, Spike Dudley, 
Eric Bischoff, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special issue): 1998—The Year In Pic- 
tures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, The 
Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: While House Or White 
Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve Austin, 
Mankind. 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
sideshow. 

June 1999 (Special Issue): Ric Flair: The 10 Feats He 
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Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: Rocky 
Maria, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz 
section 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time Austin 
Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misteno Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man Is Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Owen Hart, Vader, Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show-Mc- 
Mahons, Disco Inferno, Keirn & Lane. 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: Steiners, 
Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 

Nov. 1999: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? Yeah, 
Baby! Also: Am-Sid, Hardy Boys, Emest Miller, Naoya 
Ogawa. 

Dec. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Fair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Ax! & New Jack, Kevin Nash. 

Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis; Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expansion, 
Guerrero & Misterio, WWEAWCW/ECW women. 

Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
--- “Put A Sock In li"? Also: Goldberg, Chris Jericho, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000: Can The WWF Survive Without Steve Aus- 
lin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted McMahon 
Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Hair, 
Kurt Angle, Rhino, 

June 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also; Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 

July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jett Jarrett. 

Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved The 
WWFI Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & Rhino, 
Cyrus 


Sepl. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight, Chyna, 
Dr. Sam Sheppard. 
Oct. 2000: Is Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino Heat? 
Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van Dam, 
David Flair. 
Nov. 2000: Special Fear Issue—Rock-Benoit, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Aso: ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceofl! Also, Gokiberg-Triple-H, Daffney, Christian & 
Edge, Jeff Peterson. 
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ALL-COLOR BEGONRING WTR THE IANBARY 2061 
Jan. 2001: WWF Brat-titude! Does Steph Always Gel 


Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, Torrie 
Wilson, 

March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They Should 
Not! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 
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May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Stone-Cold: We 
Can't Hate You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Corino, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane. 

July 2001: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
Symptoms Are In Store! Also: Tajiri, Steph-Test, Un- 
dertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert. 

Sept. 2001; The Rock's Choice: Honor Over Glory! A’so: 
WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, Shane- 
WCW, TCL II, Scott Hail, Vince McMahon, Chris Jericho. 
Nov. 2001: Goldberg! Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Dudleys, Steve Corino, Chris 
Benoit, Dusty Rhodes, Lita, WWF top tier. 

Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
Pressure Of Fame? Also: RVD, Pau! Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Hash-Jericho, Tajiri-Tazz, WWF-Alliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
Aim Al The WWF! Also: Ivory, Austin-Angle, Christian- 
Edge, what's ahead in ‘02. 

May 2002: Ric Flair: 10 Reasons He Terrifies Vince 
McMahon, Also: Undertaker, Jeff Hardy, Survivor Senes, 
SA.T., report cards, 

July 2002: Hail The NWO ... But Don't Forget The N-W- 
Woes! Also: Edge, Billy & Chuck, Leviathon, Jericho- 
Flair, Goldust. 

Sept. 2002: What's Left? Hulk Hogan's Five Remaining 
Tasks. Also: Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Rey Misterio Jr.. 
Jef Peterson, WWF draft. 

Nov. 2002: Who's Next? The Stars That Could Replace 
Stone-Cold. Also. Torne Witson, Davey Boy Smith, Ken 
Shamrock, Funk-Abdullah-Rhodes-Sullivan, WWE 
shockers, indy roulette. 

Jan. 2003: War Games! WWE Is Out Of Control ... And 
Vinnie Mac Loves It! Also: Rey Misterio Jr., A.J. Styles, 
Rikishi-Gangrel, The Rock, Christian. 

March 2003; The WrestleMania XIX We Want To See! 
Also: Terry Funk, Rey Misterio Jr., Nidia, NWA-TNA, 
what's ahead in '03. 

May 2003: A Permanent Replacement For The Rock? 
Book It! Also: Smackdown, Joanie & Syxx-Pac, Raw 
July 2003: In Tune With Steve Austin—A Compre- 
hensive Guide To Stone-Cold’s Red-Hot Comeback. 
Also: Kurt Angle, Amazing Red, The Sheik, Bill DeMott, 
Al Snow, Ric Flair. 

Sept, 2003: Goldberg's Golden Road To WWE. Also: 
Hardys, Chance Beckett, Kevin Nash, WrestleMania “B” 
card, Playboy-WWE. 

Nov. 2003: The Women Of Wrestling—Do We Expect 
Too Much From Their Bodies? Also: A.J. Styles, Freddie 
Blassie, Goldberg, Stacy Keibler, evolution of wrestling. 
Jan. 2004: No Fear! Ask Angle ... He's Never Been 
Hurt A Day In His Life! Also: Punk-Raven, Orton- 
Guetrero-Rock, TNA vs. WWE, Mankind, Hall of Fame. 
March 2004: McMahon vs. McWoman: How Vince vs. 
Stephanie Nearly Ruined WWE! Also: Fair & Dusty, Enc 
Angle, Jeft Jarrett, Shannon Moore, what's ahead in ‘04. 
May 2004; Who's Got The Edge? The Inside Story 01 
The Raw-Smackdown Bidding War! Also: Bret Hart, 
Sumie Sakai, Steiner-Stacy, Smackdown report cards. 
July 2004: Stop Right There! RVD Won't Let The Young 
Studs Pass Him By! Also: Jonny Fairplay, Walters- 
Xavier, HHH-HBK. 
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TOP 10 


1 CHRIS BENOIT 
224, Edmonton, Alberta 
(1) WWE Raw champion 

2 EDDIE GUERRERO 
223, El Paso, IX 


(2) WWE Smackdown champion 


3 KENTA KOBASHI 
282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 


(5) GHC heavyweight champion 


dj TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
245, Ashikaga, Japan 


(3) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 


Sh KANE 
326, St. Louis, MO 


(-) No. 1 contender: WWE Raw title 


G SHAWN MICHAELS 
217, San Antonio, TX 


(4) No. 2 contender: WWE Raw title 


7 JOHN B. LAYFIELD 
306, Roscoe, TX 


(-) No. 1 contender: WWE Smackdown title 


oO RON KILLINGS 
230, Charlotte, NC 


(-) NWA heavyweight champion 


g RANDY ORTON 
265, St. Louis, MO 


(6) WWE Intercontinental champion 


10 BOB SAPP 
374, Seattle, WA 





TAG TEAMS 


] CHARLIE HAAS & RICO 
Combined weight: 493 pounds 
(4) WWE Smackdown tag team champions 
2 CHRIS BENOIT & EDGE 
Combined weight: 464 pounds 
{1) WWE Raw tag team champions 
3 MINORU SUZUKI & YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAMA 
Combined weight: 514 pounds 
(2) IWGP International tag team champions 
&, BILLY GUNN & HARDCORE HOLLY 
Combined weight: 517 pounds 


{-) No. 1 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
5 MITSUHARU MISAWA & YOSHINARI OGAWL 
Combined weight: 430 pounds 





(3) GHC tag team champions 
BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight: 579 pounds 
(5) No. 2 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
ROB CONWAY & SYLVAN GRENIER 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 
KAZ HAYASHI & SATOSHI KOJIMA 
Combined weight: 416 pounds 
(9) All-Japan International tag team champions 
KID KASH & DALLAS 
Combined weight: 494 pounds 
(6) NWA tag team champions 
om 10 THE HURRICANE & ROSEY 

Combined weight: 570 pounds 


(-) No. 2 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 


(9) IWGP heavyweight champion Kane 
WWE RAW WWE SMACKDOWN OVW RING OF HONOR 
Raw Champion: Smackdown Champion: OVW Champion: ROH Champion: 
CHRIS BENOIT EDDIE GUERRERO MATT MORGAN SAMOA JOE 


(C) 224, Edmonton, Alberta 

1=—KANE 

(8) 326, St. Louis, MO 
2=—SHAWN MICHAELS 

(1) 217, San Antonio, TX 
3=-RANDY ORTON 

(2) 265, St. Louis, MO 
4—TRIPLE-H 

(3) 269, Greenwich, CT 
5-EDGE 

(6) 240, Toronto, Ontario 
6—-SHELTON BENJAMIN 

(5) 245, Minneapolis, MN 
7—CHRIS JERICHO 

(4) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
8—BATISTA 

(9) 318, Washington, DC 
9=—TAJIRI 

(-) 213, Tokyo, Japan 

10—MATT HARDY 
(-) 220, Cameron, NC 
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(C) 223, El Paso, TX 
1—JOHN B. LAYFIELD 
(2) 306, Roscoe, TX 
2—JOHN CENA 

(1) 260, Los Angeles, CA 
3=THE UNDERTAKER 

(-) 304, Dallas, TX 
4—BOOKER T 

(3) 250, Houston, TX 
5—RENE DUPREE 

(6) 250, Montreal, Quebec 


6-ROB VAN DAM 
(5) 237, Battle Creek, MI 


7=CHAVO GUERRERO SR. 


(-] 217, El Paso, TX 
8 —- MORDECAI 
(-) 278, Memphis, TN 
9=-CHAVO GUERRERO JR. 
(4) 185, El Paso, TX 


10=—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(10) 163, San Diego, CA 


(C) 330, Fairtield, CT 

1=—INSPECTOR IMPACT 

(2) 285, Phoenix, AZ 
2-JOHNNY JETER 

(1) 218, San Diego, CA 
3=-JOHNNY NITRO 

(5) 204, Los Angeles, CA 
4—MATT CAPPOTELLI 

(4) 220, Norwich, NY 
5=CARLY COLON 

(-) 210, San Turce, Puerto Rico 
6=-MIKE MONDO 

(-) 185, Long Island City, NY 
7-MARK MAGNUS 

(3) 231, Syracuse, NY 
8—SETH SKYFIRE 

(10) 224, Louisville, KY 
9-TANK TOLAND 

(-) 220, Margate, NJ 


10—CHRIS CAGE 
(-) 220, Youngstown, OH 


(C) 270, American Samoa 

1=—C.M. PUNK 

(6) 220, Chicago, Il 
2-HOMICIDE 

(1) 220, Brooklyn, NY 
3=-ALEX SHELLEY 

(9) 199, Detroit, MI 
4—-BRYAN DANIELSON 

(3) 185, Aberdeen, WA 
5—-B.J. WHITMER 

(4) 210, Owensboro, KY 
6-JOHN WALTERS 

(10) 220, Boston, MA 
7=-COLT CABANA 

(5) 235, Chicago, IL 
8—NIGEL McGUINNESS 

(-) 220, London, England 
9-JAY BRISCOE 

(-) 184, Laurel, DE 


10—AUSTIN ARIES 
(-) 202, Milwaukee, WI 





OFFICIAL RATINGS 





Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are based on the 
official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the 
ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; [-) indicates that the wrestler 
was not rated in that category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. Note: 
In an effort to keep the ratings as up-to-date as possible, these pages are often the last to be sent to the printer. Thus, the 
ratings may reflect changes not reflected in the remainder or the issue. 


ATLANTIC CHAMPIONSHIP PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Justin Feeche; 
1—Ouga Bouga; 2—Aaron Devil: 3—Hangtime; 4—Zone Dawson; 5—Draven; 
6—Tre G; 7—Steve Michaels; 8—Eddie Brown; 9—DJ P. Roc: 10—Sean Cruise. 


BAD 2 THE BONE WRESTLING: Champion—Vic the Bruiser; 1—Billy Black; 
2—1.(. Bailey; 3—Alister Fear; 4—Steve Marino; 5—Billy Maverick; 6—Loco; 
7—Menace; 8—Simon Sezz; 9—Randy Royal; 10—Judge. 


CHIKARA: Champion—Hallowicked; 1—Mike Quackenbush; 2—Jigsaw; 3— 
Gran Akuma; 4—Icarus; 5—Jack Marciano; 6—Eddie Kingston; 7—Robbie 
Ellis; 8—Jolly Roger; 9—Shane Storm; 10—UltraMantis Black. 


INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING CARTEL: Champion—tric Xtasy; 1—Chris 
Sabin; 2—Dean Radford; 3—A.J. Styles; 4—Sterling James Keenan; 5—Alex 
Shelley; 6—Colt Cabana; 7—Jimmy Jacobs; 8—New Jack; 9—C.M. Punk; 
10—Glenn Spectre. 


NATIONAL INDEPENDENT CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion— 
Ken Steel; 1—Dustin Daniels; 2—Buffalo Frits; 3—Dragan Frost; 4— 
KnightStalker; 5—Cannabus; 6—Frank Savage; 7—Seth; 8—Shaka; 9—Wyld 
Chyld; 10—Sean Callaway. 


NATIONAL WRESTLING LEAGUE: Champion—teslie Leatherman; I— 
Gangrel; 2—Samu; 3—The Honky Tonk Man; 4—John Rambo; 5—Nikolai Volkoff; 
6—Gutterboy, 7—Hyjinx; 8—Prof. Egon Ecton; 9—Doink the Cown; 10—Chad 


For period ended May 30, 2004 





NWA VIRGINIA: Champion—The Barbarian; 1—Phil Brown; 2—Scotty Blaze; 
3—Frank Parker; 4—Dirty Money; 5—Chris Escobar; 6—El Toro Rojo; 7—Jacey 
North; 8—Biggie Biggs; 9—Beef; 10—Pete Jannings. 


NWA WILDSIDE: Champion—Onyx; 1—Mikal Adryan; 2—Jason Cross; 3— 
Jeremy V; 4—Caprice Coleman; 5—Rainman; 6—Murder One; 7—Jimmy Rave; 
8—Gabriel; 9—Fast Eddie; 10—Ray Gordy. 


PRO WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT: Champion—Mike Quackenbush; 1— 
Flex Fenom; 2—Brock Singleton; 3—The Patriot; 4—Glen Osbourne; 5—John 
Balsamo; 6—Aidiean; 7—Shane Shadows; 8—Johnny Graham; 9—Demolition 
Ax: 10—Gran Akuma. 


PWF NORTHEAST: Champion—itle Vacant; 1—Jose Perez; 2—Jason Blade; 
3—Billy Black; 4—Evan Siks; 5—Ebony Blade; 6—Danny Demanto; 7—Irwin 
Quincy; 8—Damian Dragon; 9—Triplelicious; 10—Jim Nastic. 


WORLD CLASS EXTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Ali Steele; I—The Stro; 
2—Hangtime; 3—Justin Feeche; 4—Aaron Devil; 5—Ouga Bouga; 6—Steve Michaels; 
7—Tyrone Knox; 8—Truitt Fields: 9—DJ P. Roc; 10—Australion Super Spoiler. 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Mano the Polynesian Warrior; 1— 
Rapid Fire Maldonado; 2—Samu; 3—Gene Snisky; 4—Eddie Guapo; 5— 
Homicide; 6—Havoc; 7—Michael Tobin; 8—Boogalou; 9—Slyk Wagner Brown; 


Bowman. 


10—aAzreal. 





NWA 
NWA Champion: 
RON KILLINGS 
(-) 230, Charlotte, NC 
1=A.J. STYLES 
(C) 202, Gainesville, GA 
2-JEFF JARRETT 
(1) 230, Nashville, TN 
3—RAVEN 
(2) 243, Short Hills, NJ 
4—RICKY MURDOCH 
(4) 261, Houston, TX 
5—KERRY BROWN 
(-) 290, Kansas City, MO 
(6) 297, New Haven, CT 
7—CHRIS HARRIS 
(3) 232, Fort Wright, KY 
8=-KEVIN NORTHCUTT 
(-) 348, Chalmette, LA 
9—FRANKIE KAZARIAN 
(7) 220, Yucca Valley, CA 


10-ONYX 
(10) 218, Jamaica City, NY 


NWA-TNA 
NWA Champion: 
RON KILLINGS 
(3) 230, Charlotte, NC 
1—FRANKIE KAZARIAN 
(1) 220, Yucca Valley, CA 
2-A.J. STYLES 
(C) 202, Gainesville, GA 
3—JEFF JARRETT 
(2) 230, Nashville, TN 
4—-RAVEN 
(5) 243, Short Hills, NJ 
5-AMAZING RED 
(-) 147, Brooklyn, NY 
6—CHRIS HARRIS 
(4) 232, Fort Wright, KY 
7=-SONJAY DUTT 
(10) 185, Bombay, India 
8-ABYSS 
(6) 295, Cincinnati, OH 
9-JERRY LYNN 
(-) 216, Minneapolis, MN 
10—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(-) 255, Pittsburgh, PA 


JAPAN 


1—KENTA KOBASHI 

(2) 282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 

GHC heavyweight champion 
2-TOSHIAKI KAWADA 

(1 245, Ashikaga, Japan 

All-Japan Triple Crown champion 
3—BOB SAPP 

(3) 374, Seattle, WA 

IWGP heavyweight champion 
4—KEIJ1 MUTO 

(5) 245, Yamanashi, Japan 
5-JUN AKIYAMA 

(7) 225, Hiroshima, Japan 
6—-SHINSUKE NAKAMURA 

(-) 231, Tokyo, Japan 
7—YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAMA 

(9) 270, Sapporo, Japan 
8—KAZ HAYASHI 

(-) 193, Tokyo, Japan 
9-SHINYA HASHIMOTO 

(6) 287, Gifu, Japan 

10—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(4) 251, Tokyo, Japan 


MEXICO 


1 =L.A. PARK 

(3) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
2—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 

(2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 
3—MR. NIEBLA 

(1) 185, Cualtitlan, Mexico 
4—SHOCKER 

(7) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico 
5—HEAVY METAL 

(-) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—CIBERNETICO 

(-) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
7—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 

(-) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
8—-ULTIMO DRAGON 

(-) 184, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—DR. WAGNER JR. 

{-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 


10—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 


(-) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico 
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Remember Him?! 


It’s not easy to forget a man who stands five inches shy 
of eight feet tall and weighs in the neighborhood of 450 
pounds. The work of El Gigante inside the ring, however, 
was entirely forgettable. WCW tried to make the lanky 
Argentinian a star. Tried quite hard and failed quite mis- 
erably. Then it was on to the WWF, land of the giants, 
where he was rechristened Giant Gonzales. Surprisingly, 
not even Vince McMahon, who likes his biggest stars big, 
could do much with him. Maybe it was his unimpressive 
physique or his lack of coordination, but he bombed big 
time. His biggest claim to fame? It might have been that 
he was part of Undertaker’s WrestleMania winning 
streak, having fallen to “The Dead Man” by DQ at 
‘Mania IX. And we’re not sure how to describe the 
hideous ring outfit he has going on here. 
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The largest, - most colorful. magazine asaclale eee ve ever / 
__—published_are_now-being-_offered_at-unbelievable-savings!|_—— 
Order the four-issue SuperSet and receive a discount of 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2000) 

The first magazine of its kind, this 180-page edition takes a full-color, 
month-by-month look at Y2K, the most tumultuous year in the sport’s 
history. 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2001) 
The cover headline said it all: “The Year That Rocked The Sport.” 
Month-by-month details. 180 pages! Amazing photos! 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2002) 

A spectacular look back at the tumultuous year that was 2002. 180 
ont pages of insightful analysis, electrifying photos, and those amazing 
Jason Conlan caricatures! 


- >>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2003) 
The year in review, memorable quotes, winners & losers, great 
photos, and more of twisted Conlan! 180 pages. 


Please send me the 
specials I've indicated below. | am enclosing $9.95 per 
copy (plus $2 postage and handling) as payment in full for each issue. OR let me save more than 
30% by ordering the SuperSet of all four for $28.00 (plus $3 postage and handling). 


C2000 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2001 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 


0 2001 WRESTLING ANNUAL=—Spring 2002 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 

21 2002 WRESTLING ANNUAL=—Spring 2003 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 


O 2003 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2004 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 
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0 
($28.00 plus $4 for postage and handling) 


Please indicate method of payment: 
[) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


(Visa (1) MasterCard # 
Expiration date: ___/_ __ 
MO/YR 


Signature: 


Send to: 
Print your name and address clearly 


NAME 


ADDRESS —____ 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling IMustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
li it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated Hotline now and you'll he the first to learn about... 


TKS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
=~ the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
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D This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
5913/01-04 








